
Snuff Discworld 39 Terry Pratchett

Snuff is the 39th novel in Terry Pratchett's iconic Discworld series,
published in 2011. This book marks a significant entry in the series, as it
blends humor, fantasy, and social commentary, all hallmarks of Pratchett's
writing. Set in the richly imagined Discworld, “Snuff” follows the beloved
character Sam Vimes, the commander of the Ankh-Morpork City Watch, as he
embarks on a journey that challenges his perceptions of justice, duty, and
the complexities of life beyond the city walls. This article delves into the
themes, characters, and significance of “Snuff” within the broader context of
the Discworld series.

Overview of Discworld and its Themes

The Discworld series is a satirical fantasy universe that reflects various
aspects of human society, culture, and history through the lens of humor and
absurdity. Each novel tackles different themes, ranging from politics and
religion to technology and morality. “Snuff” is no exception, as it confronts
issues such as class disparity, racial tensions, and the moral implications
of power and privilege.



The Setting

“Snuff” primarily takes place in Ankh-Morpork, the bustling capital of the
Discworld, and the surrounding countryside, particularly in the more rustic
area of the Sto Plains. The city itself is a character, filled with colorful
inhabitants, eccentric customs, and a richly woven tapestry of social
dynamics. Vimes' journey takes him from the gritty realities of urban life to
the more pastoral, yet equally complicated, rural landscape. Through this
contrast, Pratchett explores the theme of civilization versus nature, and how
each influences the other.

The Plot

The narrative begins with Sam Vimes on a much-needed holiday with his wife,
Lady Sybil Ramkin, and their son, Young Sam. However, even on vacation, Vimes
cannot escape his duties as a watchman. The couple travels to Sybil's
ancestral home, the Ramkin estate, where Vimes discovers a hidden world of
goblins—creatures often marginalized and subjected to prejudice. When Vimes
stumbles upon a goblin’s murder, he is drawn into an investigation that
forces him to confront his own biases and the societal structures that uphold
them.

The story is structured around Vimes' internal growth, as he grapples with
the complexities of justice and the moral ambiguities that arise when dealing
with marginalized communities. The plot unfolds as Vimes uncovers a
conspiracy that goes beyond mere murder, involving issues of rights, dignity,
and the struggle for recognition faced by the goblins.

Character Analysis

Terry Pratchett's characters are often multidimensional, with their own
motivations and flaws. In “Snuff,” several key figures stand out, each
contributing to the novel's themes and narrative progression.

Sam Vimes

As the protagonist, Sam Vimes embodies the archetype of the flawed hero. His
growth throughout the novel is significant; he must balance his instincts as
a watchman with his evolving understanding of justice. Vimes often grapples
with his preconceptions, and his journey becomes one of self-discovery. He
represents the struggle between duty and morality, often questioning what it
means to serve justice in a world rife with prejudice.



Lady Sybil Ramkin

Lady Sybil is more than just Vimes' wife; she is a character in her own
right, representing strength and compassion. Her connection to the goblins
and her advocacy for their rights provide a counterpoint to Vimes' initial
skepticism. Sybil's character highlights the importance of empathy and
understanding in overcoming societal barriers.

The Goblins

The goblins in “Snuff” are not mere background characters; they symbolize the
marginalized and oppressed. Pratchett gives the goblins a distinct culture
and voice, challenging stereotypes and advocating for their recognition as
sentient beings deserving of rights. Through Vimes' interactions with them,
the novel explores themes of acceptance and the fight against systemic
injustice.

Thematic Exploration

“Snuff” is rich in themes that resonate deeply within the context of
contemporary society.

Social Justice and Prejudice

One of the most prominent themes in “Snuff” is social justice, particularly
regarding class and race. The goblins' plight represents the ongoing
struggles faced by marginalized communities. Pratchett uses Vimes' character
arc to illustrate the necessity of challenging one's preconceived notions and
the importance of standing up for those who are often overlooked.

Power and Responsibility

Throughout the novel, Pratchett examines the concept of power and its
implications. Vimes, as a figure of authority, must navigate the
responsibilities that come with his position. The story questions whether
power can be wielded justly and highlights the moral dilemmas faced by those
in positions of influence.

The Nature of Evil



“Snuff” also delves into the nature of evil and the complexities of human
behavior. Rather than presenting a straightforward villain, Pratchett
illustrates how individuals can be complicit in systems of oppression through
ignorance or indifference. This nuanced approach encourages readers to
reflect on their role in societal injustices.

Literary Style and Humor

Terry Pratchett is renowned for his unique literary style, characterized by
clever wordplay, satirical humor, and philosophical musings. “Snuff”
continues this tradition, with Pratchett weaving humor into serious subjects,
making the narrative engaging and thought-provoking.

Wordplay and Wit

Pratchett's use of language is masterful. He employs puns, metaphors, and
witty dialogue to convey complex ideas in an accessible manner. The humor
often serves to highlight the absurdities of societal norms and behaviors,
encouraging readers to question the status quo.

Philosophical Undertones

“Snuff” is not just a humorous fantasy; it is also laden with philosophical
reflections. Pratchett's exploration of morality, ethics, and the human
condition invites readers to engage critically with the text, making it a
rich source for discussion and contemplation.

Conclusion

“Snuff” stands as a testament to Terry Pratchett's brilliance as a
storyteller and social commentator. Through the lens of fantasy, he tackles
pressing issues of social justice, power, and the moral complexities of human
behavior. The novel is both a compelling mystery and a profound exploration
of the human experience, encapsulated in Pratchett's signature wit and humor.

As the 39th entry in the Discworld series, “Snuff” not only contributes to
the overarching narrative but also serves as a standalone work that resonates
with readers, reminding us of the importance of empathy, understanding, and
the fight against injustice. Terry Pratchett's legacy endures through his
insightful storytelling, and “Snuff” remains a cherished addition to the
Discworld canon.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Snuff' by Terry
Pratchett?
'Snuff' explores themes of social justice, the nature of power, and the
importance of understanding different cultures through the adventures of Sam
Vimes, who grapples with issues related to race and class.

Who are the central characters in 'Snuff'?
The central characters include Sam Vimes, the commander of the Ankh-Morpork
City Watch, his wife Sybil, and various other members of the Watch, as well
as new characters like the goblins and various villains.

How does 'Snuff' fit into the Discworld series?
'Snuff' is the 39th book in the Discworld series and is part of the City
Watch sub-series, continuing the story of Sam Vimes and his efforts to
maintain order in Ankh-Morpork and beyond.

What is the significance of goblins in 'Snuff'?
Goblins represent marginalized groups in society, and their portrayal in
'Snuff' serves to challenge stereotypes and highlight issues of
discrimination and acceptance in the broader context of the Discworld.

What role does humor play in 'Snuff'?
Humor is a fundamental aspect of 'Snuff', as it is in all of Pratchett's
works. It is used to address serious social issues while keeping the
narrative engaging and entertaining.

Is 'Snuff' suitable for new readers of Discworld?
'Snuff' can be enjoyed by new readers, but familiarity with previous
Discworld books, particularly those featuring Sam Vimes, can enhance the
experience and understanding of the characters and plot.

What critical reception did 'Snuff' receive?
'Snuff' was generally well-received, praised for its wit, depth, and social
commentary, though some fans noted it may not be as groundbreaking as earlier
works in the series.

What impact did Terry Pratchett's writing have on
fantasy literature?
Terry Pratchett's writing, including 'Snuff', has had a significant impact on
fantasy literature by blending humor with sharp social critique, influencing



a generation of writers and expanding the scope of fantasy storytelling.
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Sniff 和 Snuff在用法和意义上有什么区别？ - 知乎
Oct 19, 2023 · Sniff 和 Snuff 在用法和意义上有一些区别。 Sniff 是一个通用动词，表示用鼻子闻某物。 它可以用于闻到各种气味，包括好闻的气味和不好闻的气味。
例如： I sniffed the …

世界上是否真的存在一群有着变态性癖的富豪，喜欢观看甚至参与 …
以前在有关deep web 和shadow web的文章里看到过这种类似 snuff film 的live show，每一个行为都是明码标价，个色人等都有。不过那篇文章（百度有）
无论从逻辑程度还是遣词用语来讲简 …

观看snuff film是种怎样的体验？ - 知乎
2,极少有难辨真假的，很多缺少观赏性，甚至无聊，粗糙，漏洞。 2.1。真实的也如此，少有人如 汉尼拔，且拍下上传。 3,人是不同的， 一没意义，二易歪，三强刺激，对于普通。 与其
看这 …

snuff film是存在的吗？ - 知乎
A snuff film, or snuff movie, is "a movie in a purported genre of movies in which a person is actually
murdered [1] or commits suicide. [2] It may or may not be made for financial gain, but …

在电骡里搜索snuff的资源，里面有真的snuff吗？ - 知乎
就我看过的来说，疑似真的虐待的有，但是有死人的一般都是演的，我看过的几个疑似真虐待的是一个德国女人胸部被钉在木板上，还被小棍子打，这个视频在电影snuff102里也有出现，
当时 …

Minecraft 中附魔文字来源于什么？ - 知乎
我的世界在附魔时会显示一些意味不明的字符，通常我们叫它魔咒，实际上附魔时的文字是用 标准银河字母 (SGA) 表示的，这些字母出自游戏 《指挥官基恩》 系列。

来来来，诸位开撕了！论罗马尼亚的铁卫公司是否是真实的？ - 知乎
铁卫公司或者类似性质的产业个人感觉应该不存在，更多的还是存在于艺术创作之中，因为虐杀电影Snuff Film本身就和大多数关于暗网的故事一样，属于网络上流传的都市传说，具有太
多的 …

推荐一部黑手党题材的番剧？ - 知乎
《黑礁》是一部暴力犯罪黑暗向的漫画作品。于2001年4月小学馆的《月刊Sunday Gene-X》上刊载了第一个故事，随后于次年正式启动连载，至今已有10卷，累计发行数量
超过700万份，期 …

如何定义Slipknot是什么风格得金属？ - 知乎
我个人认为这个问题只有两种比较靠谱的回答标准： 1、不看乐队本身，而是看每一首歌具体是什么风格，比如snuff或者dead memories算重金属、nero forte
算thrash metal、Psychosocial …

可以介绍一下恐怖视频冰山图吗？ - 知乎
Snuff R73 - 可能是真实的被谋杀者剪辑集。 地球上最不安的人（2014？ ） - 只看到大多数评论是多么恶心。
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Sniff 和 Snuff在用法和意义上有什么区别？ - 知乎
Oct 19, 2023 · Sniff 和 Snuff 在用法和意义上有一些区别。 Sniff 是一个通用动词，表示用鼻子闻某物。 它可以用于闻到各种气味，包括好闻的气味和不好闻的气味。
例如： I sniffed the flowers and smelled their sweet scent. I sniffed the garbage can and smelled the
foul odor.

世界上是否真的存在一群有着变态性癖的富豪，喜欢观看甚至参与 …
以前在有关deep web 和shadow web的文章里看到过这种类似 snuff film 的live show，每一个行为都是明码标价，个色人等都有。不过那篇文章（百度有）
无论从逻辑程度还是遣词用语来讲简直就是一篇三流小说。 比较经典的snuff film就是日本的 豚鼠系列，不过早经证实是假的，拥趸无数，奉为经典。不过猎奇 ...

观看snuff film是种怎样的体验？ - 知乎
2,极少有难辨真假的，很多缺少观赏性，甚至无聊，粗糙，漏洞。 2.1。真实的也如此，少有人如 汉尼拔，且拍下上传。 3,人是不同的， 一没意义，二易歪，三强刺激，对于普通。 与其
看这个，有兴趣不如去医院，医学院旁观。 好看所以看，个人。

snuff film是存在的吗？ - 知乎
A snuff film, or snuff movie, is "a movie in a purported genre of movies in which a person is actually
murdered [1] or commits suicide. [2] It may or may not be made for financial gain, but is supposedly
"circulated amongst a jaded few for the purpose of entertainment". [3]

在电骡里搜索snuff的资源，里面有真的snuff吗？ - 知乎
就我看过的来说，疑似真的虐待的有，但是有死人的一般都是演的，我看过的几个疑似真虐待的是一个德国女人胸部被钉在木板上，还被小棍子打，这个视频在电影snuff102里也有出现，
当时看着真心难过，还有个也是外国女人穿着校服被绑在椅子上，蒙着眼，一个男的把她指甲掰掉，把手钉 …

Minecraft 中附魔文字来源于什么？ - 知乎
我的世界在附魔时会显示一些意味不明的字符，通常我们叫它魔咒，实际上附魔时的文字是用 标准银河字母 (SGA) 表示的，这些字母出自游戏 《指挥官基恩》 系列。

来来来，诸位开撕了！论罗马尼亚的铁卫公司是否是真实的？ - 知乎
铁卫公司或者类似性质的产业个人感觉应该不存在，更多的还是存在于艺术创作之中，因为虐杀电影Snuff Film本身就和大多数关于暗网的故事一样，属于网络上流传的都市传说，具有太
多的夸大和不真实的性质。 而对于这类传闻是否只是空穴来风呢？答案也是否定的，说的粗鄙一点苍蝇不叮 …

推荐一部黑手党题材的番剧？ - 知乎
《黑礁》是一部暴力犯罪黑暗向的漫画作品。于2001年4月小学馆的《月刊Sunday Gene-X》上刊载了第一个故事，随后于次年正式启动连载，至今已有10卷，累计发行数量
超过700万份，期间多次休刊。 本作包含大量对于暴力与犯罪的描述，同时亦加插了些许黑色幽默。从故事的背景设定以至角色和其对白都 ...

如何定义Slipknot是什么风格得金属？ - 知乎
我个人认为这个问题只有两种比较靠谱的回答标准： 1、不看乐队本身，而是看每一首歌具体是什么风格，比如snuff或者dead memories算重金属、nero forte
算thrash metal、Psychosocial算groove metal； 2、总结一下活结最常用的元素，哪种元素用得最多就算哪个。

可以介绍一下恐怖视频冰山图吗？ - 知乎
Snuff R73 - 可能是真实的被谋杀者剪辑集。 地球上最不安的人（2014？ ） - 只看到大多数评论是多么恶心。
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