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Sentence in sign language is a fundamental concept for anyone looking to
communicate effectively with the Deaf and hard-of-hearing communities.
Understanding how to construct sentences in sign language not only enhances
communication but also fosters greater inclusion and understanding between
different cultures. This article will delve into the intricacies of forming
sentences in sign language, focusing on the unique aspects of grammar,
vocabulary, and non-manual signals that are essential for clear
communication.

Understanding Sign Language

Sign language is a complete, natural language that employs signs made with
the hands and other movements, including facial expressions and body posture.
Unlike spoken languages, sign languages are visual and spatial, which allows



for different forms of expression and communication. Here, we will explore
various aspects of sign language that contribute to forming sentences.

The Basics of Sentence Structure

Constructing a sentence in sign language involves understanding its basic
structure, which may differ significantly from that of spoken languages.
While English typically follows a Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) order, sign
languages can be more flexible.

1. Subject-Verb-Object (SV0O): Similar to English, many sign languages use an
SVO structure. For instance, "I eat an apple" would be signed as "I (subject)
eat (verb) apple (object)."

2. Topic-Comment Structure: In many sign languages, particularly American
Sign Language (ASL), a topic-comment structure is prevalent. This means that
the topic is introduced first, followed by a comment about that topic. For
example, "This apple, I eat" focuses on the apple as the topic.

3. Non-Manual Signals: Non-manual signals (NMS) such as facial expressions
and body language play a critical role in conveying meaning and grammatical
nuances. For example, raising eyebrows can indicate a question, while a shake
of the head can denote negation.

Building Vocabulary for Sign Language Sentences

To form sentences in sign language, a solid vocabulary is essential. Here are
some categories of vocabulary that are commonly used:

e Nouns: Objects, people, and places, such as "car," "friend," or "city."
e Verbs: Actions, such as "run," "talk," or "eat."
e Adjectives: Descriptive words, such as "big," "happy," or "blue."

e Adverbs: Words that modify verbs, such as "quickly," "slowly," or
"very."

e Pronouns: Words that stand in for nouns, like "I," "you," "he," "she,"
Ilit’II "WG," Ilthey.ll



Commonly Used Signs for Everyday Sentences

Here is a list of commonly used signs that can help you get started with
forming simple sentences:

Hello: A wave of the hand.

Thank you: A hand moving from the chin outward.

Please: A flat hand moving in a circular motion on your chest.
Help: An open hand on top of a fist moving upwards.

More: Bringing fingers together, as if grabbing something.

All done: Turning palms up and shaking them.
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Using these signs, you can start to create simple sentences, such as "Thank
you for your help" or "I want more."

Understanding Grammar in Sign Language

Grammar in sign language can differ significantly from spoken language. Here
are some critical aspects to consider:

Time Indicators

Time indicators are crucial for establishing when an action takes place. In
sign language, time indicators often precede the verb in a sentence. For
example:

- Yesterday, I went to the store.
- Tomorrow, we will have a meeting.

Using the time indicators at the beginning of a sentence provides context and
clarity.

Negation and Questions

As with any language, expressing negation and asking questions is vital. In
sign language:

- Negation: Often indicated by shaking the head while signing. For example,
to express "I do not know," you would sign "I know" and shake your head
simultaneously.

- Questions: Typically marked by raising eyebrows when signing the question.
For example, "Are you coming?" would involve raising eyebrows while signing
"you come."



Tips for Practicing Sentences in Sign Language

To become proficient in forming sentences in sign language, practice is key.
Here are some tips to enhance your learning experience:

Watch Videos: Utilize online resources and videos to see signs in
action.

e Join a Class: Consider enrolling in a local or online sign language
class to gain structured learning.

e Practice with Others: Engage with the Deaf community or fellow learners
to practice conversational skills.

e Use Flashcards: Create flashcards for vocabulary to reinforce memory.

e Record Yourself: Use video recording to track your progress and identify
areas for improvement.

Conclusion

Understanding how to form a sentence in sign language is not only a valuable
skill but also a way to bridge communication gaps between hearing and Deaf
individuals. By mastering the basics of sentence structure, expanding your
vocabulary, and practicing regularly, you can become an effective
communicator in sign language. The journey to fluency in sign language may
present challenges, but the rewards of connecting with diverse communities
and fostering inclusion are immeasurable. Embrace the learning process, and
you will find that the ability to express yourself through sign language
opens up new avenues for connection and understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is sentence structure in sign language?

Sentence structure in sign language typically follows a subject-verb-object
order, but it can vary based on context and emphasis.

How do you express complex sentences in sign
language?

Complex sentences in sign language can be expressed by using conjunctions,
facial expressions, and body language to show relationships between ideas.



What are some common signs used in daily sentences?

Common signs include 'hello', 'thank you', 'please', 'I love you', and
"help', which can be combined to form basic sentences.

Can sign language sentences include emotions?

Yes, emotions can be conveyed through facial expressions and body language,
enhancing the meaning of the signed sentence.

How do you ask questions in sign language?

Questions in sign language are typically indicated by raising eyebrows,
leaning forward, and using specific question signs like 'who', 'what',
‘'where', 'when', and 'why'.

Is sign language universal for all languages?

No, sign languages are not universal; each country or region often has its
own sign language, such as ASL (American Sign Language) and BSL (British Sign
Language).

What resources are available to learn sentence
construction in sign language?

Resources include online courses, sign language dictionaries, video
tutorials, and local classes or workshops.

How important is facial expression in sign language
sentences?

Facial expression is crucial in sign language as it conveys tone, emotion,
and grammatical aspects, making it an integral part of signing.
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