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Allusion and Allegory in "She Unnames Them™

Ursula Le Guin's short story “She Unnames Therm” takes place in the time of Adam and Eve. God had given
Adam the task of naming every animal on the earth, but in Le Guin's $tory, Eve fesls separated from the
animals. She feels that the names of the animals do not it them ard that by giving them names, ihey ane
attempling 10 label the essences of the animals. She begins 10 o arcund unnaming the animals, and in
deing 50, she begins 1o feel the wall of separation betwesn her and the animals coming down

Predator and prey can no longer be distinguished, because Eve and all the animals began to feel the same
sirmulanesus fear of one another and the desire to interact with one another. [n this way, Eve and the animals
becorme equals, and she realizes that she can even give up her own name. She ghves it back 1o Adam, who
dees not even notice, and goes out 1o be with the animals,

Part of what malkes “She Unnames Them™ work is allusion. A1 first, it is not obwious that the story is about the
#dam and Eve of Genesis, but it can be infemed that it is because of some important detalls Le Guin includes.
When Eve goes to Adam to give him back her name, she says, “You and your father lent me this—gave it to
mee, aciually.® This is a reference to God, the father, giving Eve her name when he created her.

Look mofe she unnames them

Later in her inferaction with Adasm, as she is trying to leave, she tells him that she hopes “the garden key tums
up.® Le Guin is alfuding to the Garden of Eden here and suggesting humorously that instead of being thrown
out of the Garden, Adam and Eve simply lost the key. In addition to her references to Adam and Eve, Le Guin
alzo alludes fo two famous writers and one scientist. She mentions Jonathan Swift's attempt 1o name horses
in Gulliver's Travels as well as the poem in which T.5, Elict makes the claim that cats have “ineffably

perzanal narmes” which they give themselves and share with no one slse.

Carclus Linnaeus, the eighteenth-century scientist who invented the system of scientific classification of
plants and animals, is also referred to. These inslances serve the slory by helping the reader to understand
that the naming of things Is a subject that has been pendered and studied by intelligent pecple throughout

hitstory.

Thie other prominent Mesary element in "She Unnames Them™ is allegory. Le Guin's £1ary 5 about Eve
unnamiing the animals and herself, but the story is much more than that, Eve represents everyone who has
ewer felt limited or stunted by

She unnames them analysis delves into the intricate themes of language, identity, and
the relationship between humans and nature as explored in Ursula K. Le Guin's thought-
provoking short story. By examining the narrative's rich symbolism and the philosophical
implications of naming and un-naming, we can gain a deeper understanding of how Le Guin
challenges conventional perspectives on identity and existence. This article will explore the
key elements of the story, its thematic depth, and its relevance in contemporary
discussions about language and identity.

Understanding the Narrative

In "She Unnames Them," Le Guin presents a world where animals have names, and these
names are an essential part of their identities. The protagonist, a woman who represents a
collective human consciousness, embarks on a journey to unname the animals. This act of
un-naming signifies a rejection of the anthropocentric view of the world, where humans
impose identity through language.



The Role of Names

Names in the story serve multiple functions:

e Identity: Names are tied to identity, representing how individuals see themselves
and how they are perceived by others.

e Power: Naming is an act of power; it gives humans control over the natural world. By
un-naming, the protagonist seeks to relinquish this power.

e Connection: Names create a distance between humans and animals. By un-naming,
the protagonist attempts to forge a deeper connection with the natural world.

Thematic Exploration

Le Guin's narrative is rich in themes that resonate with readers on multiple levels. Key
themes include:

Language and Power

The story critically examines the relationship between language and power dynamics. By
naming, humans assert dominance over animals, categorizing and defining them within a
rigid framework. The act of un-naming disrupts this hierarchy, suggesting that true
understanding comes not from categorization but from a more profound, intuitive
connection.

Identity and Existence

Identity is a central theme in "She Unnames Them." The protagonist's journey represents a
quest for authenticity and self-discovery. By shedding names, the characters—human and
animal alike—are liberated from societal expectations and constraints. This un-naming
allows them to exist in a more profound, essential state.

Connection to Nature

Le Guin emphasizes the importance of reconnecting with nature through the act of un-
naming. By removing the labels that separate humans from animals, the story advocates
for a more harmonious relationship with the natural world. This theme is particularly
relevant in contemporary discussions about environmentalism and the interconnectedness
of all living beings.



Symbolism in "She Unnames Them"

Le Guin employs various symbols throughout the narrative that enrich the text's meaning.
Understanding these symbols can enhance our appreciation of the story.

Animals as Symbols

The animals in the story symbolize various aspects of existence:

e Freedom: The un-naming of animals symbolizes their liberation from human
constraints.

e Authenticity: Each animal represents a unique form of existence, embodying the
idea that identity is not solely defined by names.

e Interconnectedness: The diverse species symbolize the interconnected web of life,
emphasizing that all beings share a common essence.

The Act of Un-naming

The protagonist's decision to unname the animals serves as a powerful symbol of
resistance against conventional societal norms. It reflects a desire to dismantle the
structures that confine both animals and humans within limiting identities. This act is
liberating, suggesting that true understanding transcends language.

Philosophical Implications

Le Guin’s story invites readers to engage with several philosophical questions regarding
language and existence.

Is Identity Inherent or Constructed?

The narrative raises the question of whether identity is an inherent quality or a social
construct. By un-naming, the characters explore the idea that identities are fluid and can
exist beyond the constraints of language. This philosophical inquiry is particularly relevant
in discussions about gender identity, cultural identity, and the nature of self.



What is the Role of Language in Shaping Reality?

Le Guin's work challenges readers to consider how language shapes our perceptions of
reality. If names define existence, what happens when we remove those definitions? The
story suggests that language can both illuminate and obscure our understanding of the
world, inviting readers to reflect on the power of words in shaping our lives and
relationships.

Relevance in Contemporary Society

The themes explored in "She Unnames Them" remain relevant in today's discourse
surrounding identity, language, and environmentalism.

Conversations about Identity

In an age where discussions about identity are more prevalent than ever, Le Guin's
narrative offers a unique perspective. The idea that identities can be fluid and multi-
dimensional resonates with contemporary conversations about race, gender, and sexuality.

Environmental Awareness

As environmental issues become increasingly urgent, the story’s call for a deeper
connection to nature is particularly poignant. "She Unnames Them" encourages readers to
reconsider their relationship with the natural world and reflects a growing awareness of the
interconnectedness of all living beings.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "She Unnames Them" serves as a profound exploration of language, identity,
and our connection to nature. Le Guin's narrative invites readers to reflect on the power of
names, the essence of identity, and the importance of understanding our place within the
larger tapestry of life. Through the act of un-naming, the characters in the story discover a
path toward authenticity and liberation, offering a timeless message that continues to
resonate in our contemporary world. As we navigate the complexities of identity and our
relationship with nature, Le Guin's insights remind us of the profound connections that exist
beyond the limitations of language.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the central theme of ‘She Unnames Them' by
Ursula K. Le Guin?

The central theme of 'She Unnames Them' revolves around the concepts of identity,
language, and the relationship between humans and nature. Le Guin explores how names
can define and limit our understanding of entities, suggesting that un-naming can lead to a
deeper, more intimate connection with the natural world.

How does Le Guin use the concept of un-naming to
challenge societal norms?

Le Guin uses the idea of un-naming as a way to challenge societal norms by illustrating how
naming often imposes control and ownership over beings. By un-naming, she advocates for
a more egalitarian view of existence where beings are recognized for their intrinsic qualities
rather than their labels.

What role does the character of the namer play in the
narrative?

In 'She Unnames Them', the namer serves as a symbolic representation of authority and
the power dynamics inherent in naming. The character's journey reflects the tension
between the desire for control through language and the liberation that comes from
relinquishing those names, ultimately highlighting the struggle for autonomy.

How does the narrative structure of 'She Unnames
Them' enhance its themes?

The narrative structure of 'She Unnames Them' is reflective and lyrical, allowing readers to
engage with the philosophical implications of un-naming. Le Guin's use of vignettes creates
a meditative quality that invites contemplation, enhancing the themes of identity and the
interconnectedness of all beings.

What impact does 'She Unnames Them' have on the
reader's perception of language?

'She Unnames Them' challenges readers to reconsider their perceptions of language by
suggesting that names can both liberate and constrain. The story encourages an
exploration of how language shapes our understanding of reality and prompts readers to
reflect on the power dynamics involved in naming and identity.
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According to grammar rules, it should be "This is she", because " is " is a linking verb (a verb that
connects the subject to more information about the subject), so it can't have an object ("her"), but
it's becoming increasingly common to say, "This is her" now. To avoid this confusion, you could say,
"This is Gabriel"
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