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SHAREPOINT ARCHITECT INTERVIEW QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

W/ HEN PREPARING FOR AN INTERVIEW FOR THE ROLE OF A SHAREPOINT ARCHITECT/ IT'S CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE TYPES OF
QUESTIONS THAT MIGHT BE ASKED. SHAREPOINT ARCHITECTS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN THE DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
SHAREPOINT SOLUTIONS, ENSURING THAT THE SOFT\WARE MEETS THE ORGANIZATION'S NEEDS WHILE BEING EFFICIENT AND
SCALABLE. THIS ARTICLE WILL COVER ESSENTIAL INTERVIEW QUESTIONS AND THEIR CORRESPONDING ANSWERS, HELPING YOU TO
PREPARE EFFECTIVELY FOR YOUR UPCOMING INTERVIEW.

UNDERSTANDING SHAREPOINT ARCHITECTURE

BEFORE DIVING INTO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE SHAREPOINT ARCHITECTURE. A SHAREPOINT
ARCHITECT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OVERALL DESIGN OF THE SHAREPOINT ENVIRONMENT, WHICH INCLUDES DATABASES, WEB
APPLICATIONS, AND SITE COLLECTIONS. KEY ASPECTS INCLUDE:

- LoGIcAL ARCHITECTURE: HOW THE SHAREPOINT COMPONENTS INTERACT LOGICALLY.

- PHYSICAL ARCHITECTURE: THE PHYSICAL SETUP OF SERVERS, DATABASES, AND OTHER COMPONENTS.
- SERVICE APPLICATIONS: COMPONENTS THAT PROVIDE SPECIFIC FUNCTIONALITY TO SHAREPOINT SITES.

CoMMON INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

HERE ARE SOME COMMON INTERVIEW QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT ENCOUNTER, ALONG WITH DETAILED ANSWERS.

1. WHAT IS SHAREPOINT, AND CAN YOU EXPLAIN ITS ARCHITECTURE?

ANSWER: SHAREPOINT IS A WEB-BASED COLLABORATION PLATFORM DEVELOPED BY MICROSOFT THAT INTEGRATES WITH
MicrosoOFT OFFICE. IT IS USED FOR STORING, ORGANIZING, SHARING, AND ACCESSING INFORMATION FROM ANY DEVICE. ITs
ARCHITECTURE CONSISTS OF:

- WEB APPLICATIONS: THESE HOST SITE COLLECTIONS AND PROVIDE A URL FOR USERS TO ACCESS SHAREPOINT SITES.



- SITE COLLECTIONS: A GROUP OF WEBSITES UNDER A COMMON TOP-LEVEL SITE.
- SITES: THE INDIVIDUAL WEBSITES THAT CONTAIN LISTS, LIBRARIES, AND PAGES.
- SERVICE APPLICATIONS: THESE PROVIDE SPECIFIC SERVICES, SUCH AS SEARCH AND USER PROFILE MANAGEMENT.

2. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SHAREPOINT ONLINE AND SHAREPOINT ON-
PREMISES?

ANSWER: SHAREPOINT ONLINE IS A CLOUD-BASED SERVICE OFFERED AS PART OF MICROSOFT 365, WHILE SHAREPOINT ON-
PREMISES IS INSTALLED LOCALLY WITHIN AN ORGANIZATION’S DATA CENTER. KEY DIFFERENCES INCLUDE:

- DEPLOYMENT: SHAREPOINT ONLINE IS MANAGED BY MICROSOFT, WHEREAS ON-PREMISES IS MANAGED BY THE ORGANIZATION.
- UPDATES: SHAREPOINT ONLINE RECEIVES REGULAR UPDATES AUTOMATICALLY;, ON-PREMISES REQUIRES MANUAL UPDATES
AND MANAGEMENT.

- CUsTOMIZATION: ON-PREMISES ALLOWS FOR MORE EXTENSIVE CUSTOMIZATION AND INTEGRATION WITH OTHER SYSTEMS.

3. CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE CONCEPT OF SERVICE APPLICATIONS IN SHAREPOINT?

ANSWER: SERVICE APPLICATIONS IN SHAREPOINT ARE COMPONENTS THAT PROVIDE SPECIFIC FUNCTIONALITIES TO SITE
COLLECTIONS. INSTEAD OF BEING TIED TO A SINGLE SITE, THESE APPLICATIONS CAN BE SHARED ACROSS MULTIPLE SITE
COLLECTIONS. EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

- SEARCH SERVICE APPLICATION: MANAGES ALL SEARCH FUNCTIONALITIES.
- USER PROFILE SERVICE APPLICATION: MANAGES USER PROFILES AND SOCIAL FEATURES.
- MANAGED METADATA SERVICE APPLICATION: PROVIDES A CENTRALIZED LOCATION FOR MANAGING METADATA.

4. W/HAT ARE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF SHAREPOINT SECURITY?

ANSWER: SHAREPOINT SECURITY IS BUILT ON SEVERAL KEY COMPONENTS:

- AUTHENTICATION: VERIFIES USER CREDENTIALS THROUGH WINDOWS AUTHENTICATION, FORMS-BASED AUTHENTICATION, OR
SAML.

- AUTHORIZATION: MANAGES USER PERMISSIONS USING SHAREPOINT GROUPS, PERMISSION LEVELS, AND INHERIT ANCE.

- AUDITING AND REPORTING: TRACKS USER ACTIVITIES AND CHANGES WITHIN SHAREPOINT.

5. How Do YoU HANDLE SHAREPOINT UPGRADES AND MIGRATIONS?

ANSWER: HANDLING SHAREPOINT UPGRADES AND MIGRATIONS INVOLVES SEVERAL KEY STEPS:

1. PLANNING: ASSESS THE CURRENT ENVIRONMENT AND CREATE A DETAILED PLAN FOR THE UPGRADE OR MIGRATION.
2. BACKUP: ENSURE ALL DATA IS BACKED UP BEFORE MAKING CHANGES.

3. TESTING: SET UP A TEST ENVIRONMENT TO VALIDATE THE UPGRADE OR MIGRATION PROCESS.

4. EXECUTION: PERFORM THE UPGRADE/MIGRATION IN A CONTROLLED MANNER, MONITORING FOR ISSUES.

5. PosT-MIGRATION VALIDATION: VERIFY THAT ALL FEATURES AND FUNCTIONALITIES ARE WORKING AS EXPECTED.

6. WHAT IS THE SHAREPOINT FARM, AND WHAT ARE ITS COMPONENTS?

ANSWER: A SHAREPOINT FARM IS A COLLECTION OF SERVERS THAT WORK TOGETHER TO PROVIDE SHAREPOINT SERVICES. KEY
COMPONENTS INCLUDE:



- \WEeB FRoNT-END (\W/FE): HANDLES INCOMING REQUESTS FROM USERS.
- APPLICATION SERVER: RUNS SERVICE APPLICATIONS AND HOSTS BUSINESS LOGIC.
- DATABASE SERVER: STORES ALL SHAREPOINT CONTENT, INCLUDING SITE COLLECTIONS AND CONFIGURATION DATA.

7. EXPLAIN THE CONCEPT OF CONTENT TYPES IN SHAREPOINT.

ANSWER: CONTENT TYPES IN SHAREPOINT ARE REUSABLE COLLECTIONS OF SETTINGS AND METADATA FOR A SPECIFIC
CATEGORY OF CONTENT, SUCH AS DOCUMENTS OR LIST ITEMS. THEY ALLOW FOR CONSISTENT MANAGEMENT OF CONTENT
ACROSS THE SITE. KEY FEATURES INCLUDE:

- CoLUMNS: DEFINE THE METADATA FIELDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONTENT TYPE.
- TEMPLATES: SPECIFY DOCUMENT TEMPLATES FOR THE CONTENT TYPE.
- W ORKFLOWS: ALLOW FOR AUTOMATED PROCESSES RELATED TO THE CONTENT TYPE.

8. How DO YOU ENSURE HIGH AVAILABILITY AND DISASTER RECOVERY IN SHAREPOINT?

ANSWER: HIGH AVAILABILITY AND DISASTER RECOVERY IN SHAREPOINT CAN BE ACHIEVED THROUGH:

- DATABASE MIRRORING: USE SQL SERVER FEATURES TO MAINTAIN COPIES OF DATABASES IN REAL-TIME.

- LoAD BALANCING: DISTRIBUTE TRAFFIC ACROSS MULTIPLE W/ FE SERVERS TO ENSURE NO SINGLE POINT OF FAILURE.

- BACKUP STRATEGIES: IMPLEMENT REGULAR BACKUPS OF BOTH CONTENT AND CONFIGURATION DATABASES TO ALLOW FOR
QUICK RECOVERY.

TECHNICAL SKILLS ASSESSMENT

IN ADDITION TO THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE, INTERVIEWERS WILL OFTEN ASSESS YOUR TECHNICAL SKILLS. HERE ARE SOME HANDS-
ON QUESTIONS THAT MAY ARISE.

Q. How WOULD YOU CONFIGURE A NEW SITE COLLECTION IN SHAREPOINT?

ANSWER: TO CONFIGURE A NEW SITE COLLECTION, YOU WOULD:

1. NAVIGATE TO THE SHAREPOINT CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION.

2. SeLecT “CreaTe SiTE CoLLECTION.”

3. CHOOSE THE APPROPRIATE WEB APPLICATION.

4. SPECIFY THE TITLE, DESCRIPTION, AND URL FOR THE SITE COLLECTION.

5. SELECT A SITE TEMPLATE AND SET THE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SITE COLLECTION ADMINISTRATORS.
6. CLick "OK” To CREATE THE SITE COLLECTION.

10. DESCRIBE HOW TO IMPLEMENT CUSTOM SOLUTIONS IN SHAREPOINT.

ANSWER: IMPLEMENTING CUSTOM SOLUTIONS IN SHAREPOINT CAN BE DONE THROUGH:

- SHAREPOINT FrRAMEWORK (SPFX): FOR BUILDING MODERN WEB PARTS AND EXTENSIONS.
- FARM SOLUTIONS: FOR SERVER-SIDE CODE AND DEEPER INTEGRATION.
- ADD-INS: FOR CLIENT-SIDE SOLUTIONS THAT INTERACT WITH SHAREPOINT DATA.



11. WHAT ARE SOME BEST PRACTICES FOR SHAREPOINT GOVERNANCE?

ANSWER: BEST PRACTICES FOR SHAREPOINT GOVERNANCE INCLUDE:

- ESTABLISHING POLICIES: DEFINE RULES FOR CONTENT CREATION, MANAGEMENT, AND ARCHIVING.
- User TRAINING: PROVIDE TRAINING FOR USERS ON BEST PRACTICES AND COMPLIANCE.
- ReEGULAR AuUDITS: CONDUCT AUDITS TO ENSURE ADHERENCE TO GOVERNANCE POLICIES.

12. How DO YOU MANAGE LARGE LISTS AND LIBRARIES IN SHAREPOINT?

ANSWER: MANAGING LARGE LISTS AND LIBRARIES INVOLVES:

- INDEXING COLUMNS: USE INDEXED COLUMNS TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE.
- VIEws: CREATE FILTERED VIEWS TO LIMIT THE NUMBER OF ITEMS DISPLAYED AT ONCE.
- CONTENT TYPES: USE CONTENT TYPES TO ORGANIZE AND MANAGE INFORMATION EFFECTIVELY.

CoNcLUSION

PREPARING FOR A SHAREPOINT ARCHITECT INTERVIEW REQUIRES A SOLID UNDERSTANDING OF BOTH THE THEORETICAL ASPECTS
AND PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATIONS OF SHAREPOINT. BY FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH THESE COMMON INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS, YOU'LL BE WELL-EQUIPPED TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR EXPERTISE AND MAKE A LASTING IMPRESSION ON YOUR
POTENTIAL EMPLOYER. REMEMBER TO ARTICULATE YOUR EXPERIENCES, SHOWCASE YOUR PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS, AND STAY
CURRENT WITH THE EVOLVING SHAREPOINT LANDSCAPE. BEST OF LUCK IN YOUR INTERVIEW!

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE KEY RESPONSIBILITIES OF A SHAREPOINT ARCHITECT?

A SHAREPOINT ARCHITECT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DESIGNING AND IMPLEMENTING SHAREPOINT SOLUTIONS, ENSURING SCALABILITY
AND PERFORMANCE, INTEGRATING SHAREPOINT WITH OTHER SYSTEMS, LEADING THE DEVELOPMENT TEAM, AND PROVIDING
TECHNICAL GUIDANCE ON BEST PRACTICES.

CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SHAREPOINT ONLINE AND SHAREPOINT ON-
PREMISES?

SHAREPOINT ONLINE IS A CLOUD-BASED SERVICE PROVIDED AS PART OF MICROSOFT 365, OFFERING AUTOMATIC UPDATES AND
SCALABILITY. SHAREPOINT ON-PREMISES IS HOSTED ON LOCAL SERVERS, ALLOWING FOR GREATER CONTROL AND
CUSTOMIZATION BUT REQUIRING MORE MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT.

WHAT ARE SOME COMMON SECURITY BEST PRACTICES FOR SHAREPOINT?

COMMON SECURITY BEST PRACTICES FOR SHAREPOINT INCLUDE IMPLEMENTING ROLE-BASED ACCESS CONTROL, REGULARLY
AUDITING PERMISSIONS, USING SSL FOR SECURE COMMUNICATION, KEEPING SOFTWARE UP TO DATE, AND EDUCATING USERS
ABOUT PHISHING AND SOCIAL ENGINEERING ATTACKS.

How DO YOU APPROACH PERFORMANCE OPTIMIZATION IN SHAREPOINT?

PERFORMANCE OPTIMIZATION IN SHAREPOINT CAN BE APPROACHED BY OPTIMIZING SITE ARCHITECTURE, MINIMIZING CUSTOM CODE,
USING CONTENT DELIVERY NETWORKS (CDNS)I ENABLING CACHING, AND REGULARLY MONITORING PERFORMANCE METRICS TO
IDENTIFY BOTTLENECKS.



\W/HAT IS YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH SHAREPOINT FRAMEWORK (SPFx)?

| HAVE EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE WITH SHAREPOINT FRAMEW ORK (SPFX), WHICH ALLOWS FOR BUILDING RESPONSIVE AND MODERN
WEB PARTS USING CLIENT-SIDE TECHNOLOGIES. | HAVE DEVELOPED CUSTOM SOLUTIONS THAT INTEGRATE WITH MICROSOFT
GRAPH AND IMPLEMENTED RESPONSIVE DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR BETTER USER EXPERIENCE.
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