Should I Take Apush If I Hate History

Should I take APUSH if | hate history? This question is one that many high school
students grapple with as they approach course selection for their upcoming academic year.
Advanced Placement U.S. History (APUSH) is a rigorous class that covers a vast amount of
material related to American history, including political, social, economic, and cultural
developments. While it can offer numerous benefits, students who dislike history may feel
apprehensive about enrolling. This article will explore the pros and cons of taking APUSH,
offer strategies for succeeding in the class despite a dislike for the subject, and provide
insight into how it may impact your future academic and career paths.

Understanding APUSH

APUSH is a college-level course offered by the College Board that allows high school
students to earn college credit based on their performance on the AP exam at the end of
the year. The curriculum is designed to foster critical thinking, analytical skills, and a
deeper understanding of historical events and their implications.

Course Content

The APUSH curriculum covers several key themes, including:



Colonial America

Revolution and Independence

Formation of a New Nation

Expansion and Reform

Civil War and Reconstruction

Industrialization and the Gilded Age

The Progressive Era
e World Wars and the Great Depression

e The Cold War and Contemporary America

Students engage with primary and secondary sources, conduct analyses, and develop
essays that explore these themes in depth. The course is fast-paced and requires a
significant time commitment, often demanding a good deal of reading, writing, and
discussion.

Pros of Taking APUSH

Despite a dislike for history, there are several compelling reasons to consider enrolling in
APUSH.

1. College Credit

One of the main advantages of taking APUSH is the potential to earn college credit. A good
score on the AP exam can save you money and time in college. Many universities accept
APUSH scores for credit, allowing you to place out of introductory history courses or even
fulfill general education requirements.

2. Development of Critical Skills

APUSH emphasizes critical thinking, analytical writing, and effective communication. These
skills are not only essential for success in history but are also highly transferable to other
subjects and future career paths. By developing these skills, you’ll be better prepared for
the demands of higher education and the workforce.



3. Enhanced Understanding of Current Events

A solid grasp of U.S. history can deepen your understanding of current events and societal
issues. Many of the challenges facing the nation today have historical roots, and studying
history allows you to appreciate the complexities of modern governance, social
movements, and economic policies.

4. Preparation for Advanced Courses

If you plan to pursue a degree in the humanities or social sciences, APUSH can serve as a
vital foundation. It prepares students for advanced coursework in college by introducing
them to the expectations of university-level classes, including critical analysis and
extensive writing.

Cons of Taking APUSH

While there are clear benefits, it is also essential to consider the challenges of taking
APUSH, especially if you have a strong aversion to history.

1. High Workload

APUSH is known for its rigorous curriculum and extensive workload. Students often find
themselves overwhelmed by the amount of reading, writing, and studying required. If you
already struggle with motivation in history, this additional pressure may lead to frustration
and burnout.

2. Lack of Interest

If you have a genuine dislike for history, taking APUSH may feel like a chore rather than an
opportunity for growth. This lack of interest can hinder your ability to engage with the
material, leading to subpar performance on assignments and exams.

3. Impact on GPA

AP courses typically carry a weighted GPA, meaning they can positively influence your
overall grade point average if you perform well. However, if you find yourself struggling in
APUSH, your GPA could suffer, which might affect your college applications.



Strategies for Success in APUSH

If you decide to take APUSH despite your dislike for history, there are several strategies you
can employ to succeed in the class:

1. Find Relevance

Try to connect historical events to your interests or current events. Understanding how
history shapes the present can make the material more engaging. For example, consider
how social movements in the past have influenced contemporary issues such as civil rights
or immigration.

2. Utilize Resources

There are numerous resources available to help you succeed in APUSH. Consider using:

e APUSH review books
¢ Online video lectures and tutorials
e Study groups with classmates

e Educational podcasts

These resources can provide alternative perspectives and explanations that might resonate
more with you than traditional textbooks.

3. Stay Organized

Keep a detailed calendar for assignments, reading schedules, and exam dates. Staying
organized can help you manage the workload and reduce the chances of becoming
overwhelmed.

4. Communicate with Your Teacher

Don’t hesitate to reach out to your APUSH teacher for support. They can provide additional
resources, clarify challenging concepts, and offer guidance on how to approach
assignments effectively.



5. Practice Writing Skills

APUSH places a strong emphasis on writing, particularly in the form of essays. Regularly
practicing your writing can help you become more comfortable with the format and
expectations of the AP exam. Seek feedback from teachers or peers to improve your skills.

Conclusion

Deciding whether to take APUSH if you hate history is a personal choice that requires
careful consideration of your academic goals, interests, and strengths. While the course
offers significant benefits, including the opportunity for college credit and the development
of critical skills, it also presents challenges that can be daunting for those who dislike the
subject. Ultimately, if you can find ways to engage with the material, utilize available
resources, and stay organized, you may discover that APUSH is a rewarding experience
despite your initial reservations. Whether or not you choose to enroll, it's essential to
prioritize your interests and aspirations as you make decisions about your academic future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why should I consider taking APUSH if | dislike history?

Taking APUSH can enhance your critical thinking and analytical skills, which are valuable in
many subjects and careers. It also offers college credit potential, which can save you time
and money in the future.

What are the benefits of APUSH beyond just learning
history?

APUSH helps develop skills such as writing, research, and understanding complex
narratives, which are applicable in various fields. It also prepares you for college-level
coursework, making it easier to transition to higher education.

How can | manage my dislike for history while taking
APUSH?

Try to focus on the storytelling aspect of history and connect it to current events or
personal interests. Engaging with the material actively, such as through discussions or
projects, can also make it more enjoyable.

Will taking APUSH negatively impact my GPA if |
struggle with history?

While APUSH can be challenging, it also offers weighted grades that can benefit your GPA if
you perform well. Consider your study habits and seek help if needed; many students find
they improve over time.



Are there alternatives to APUSH if I'm set against
taking it?

Yes, you can explore other AP courses that align more with your interests or strengths, such
as AP Psychology or AP English. It's important to choose classes that motivate you and
contribute to your academic goals.
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