
Sense And Sensibility By Jane Austen

Sense and Sensibility is one of Jane Austen’s most celebrated novels, first published in 1811. The novel explores
the lives and romantic entanglements of the Dashwood sisters, Elinor and Marianne, as they navigate societal
expectations, personal values, and the pursuit of love in early 19th-century England. Through its engaging
narrative and rich character development, Austen examines the balance between rationality and emotion, themes
that resonate with readers even today.



Overview of the Novel

Sense and Sensibility is structured around the contrasting personalities of the two main characters, Elinor and
Marianne Dashwood. As the daughters of the deceased Mr. Dashwood, they face the challenges of financial
insecurity and societal pressures in a patriarchal society. The novel is set in a period when women were heavily
reliant on marriage for economic security, and this context shapes the characters' actions and decisions.

Plot Summary

The story begins with the death of Mr. Dashwood, which leaves his wife and daughters in precarious financial
circumstances. The Dashwood women are forced to leave their family estate, Norland Park, and relocate to a
modest home in Devonshire. This transition marks the beginning of their journey toward self-discovery and
romantic exploration.

1. The Dashwood Sisters: The primary focus remains on Elinor, the sensible and composed eldest sister, and
Marianne, the passionate and impulsive younger sister. Their differing approaches to love and life form the crux
of the narrative.

2. Romantic Interests: The sisters encounter various suitors, including Edward Ferrars, Colonel Brandon, and
John Willoughby. Each character represents different aspects of love, commitment, and societal expectation.

3. Conflict and Resolution: Throughout the novel, misunderstandings, societal pressures, and personal
dilemmas create tension. The resolution comes as the sisters learn to navigate their emotions and intellect,
ultimately leading to personal growth and fulfillment.

Thematic Elements

Sense and Sensibility delves into several significant themes that are relevant to its historical context and to
modern readers.

1. Sense vs. Sensibility

The title itself represents the ongoing struggle between rationality and emotion.

- Elinor Dashwood embodies "sense." She is pragmatic, composed, and values social propriety. Her approach to
relationships is cautious and calculated, reflecting her understanding of the social landscape in which she
lives.
- Marianne Dashwood, on the other hand, epitomizes "sensibility." She is impulsive, passionate, and openly
expresses her emotions. Her character challenges the societal norms of her time, advocating for the importance
of feeling and personal expression.

This dichotomy serves as a lens through which the novel examines the balance necessary for a fulfilling life,
especially in matters of the heart.

2. Marriage and Economic Security

Marriage is a vital theme in the novel, not only as a romantic ideal but as a means of economic survival.

- Social Expectations: The social setting of the early 19th century placed immense pressure on women to marry



well. The Dashwood sisters’ financial vulnerability emphasizes the importance of marriage as a means of
securing their future.
- Different Motivations: Each character's motivations for marriage differ significantly:
- Elinor is motivated by secure companionship and respect.
- Marianne desires passionate love, often overlooking practical considerations.

This theme underscores the societal constructs of the time, where love and economic stability were often
intertwined.

3. Social Class and Mobility

The novel also addresses issues of social class and the mobility (or lack thereof) within the rigid class
structure of the time.

- Class Distinctions: Characters like Mr. Willoughby and Colonel Brandon illustrate the complexities of class
and wealth. Willoughby, despite his charm and appeal, represents a reckless approach to life, while Brandon
embodies the qualities of a responsible gentleman.
- Impact on Relationships: The characters’ social standings influence their relationships, demonstrating how
class can dictate the possibilities of love and marriage.

Character Analysis

Sense and Sensibility features a rich tapestry of characters, each contributing to the themes and overall
narrative.

Elinor Dashwood

Elinor serves as the moral compass of the novel.

- Strengths: Her rational thinking, self-control, and ability to remain composed under pressure make her a
relatable and admirable character.
- Challenges: Elinor grapples with her feelings for Edward Ferrars, especially as she navigates societal
expectations and her family's needs.

Marianne Dashwood

Marianne is the embodiment of youthful passion and emotional depth.

- Characteristics: She is outspoken, romantic, and often disregards societal norms, favoring her feelings over
social propriety.
- Growth: Throughout the novel, Marianne learns the value of moderation and the need to temper her emotions
with reason as she faces heartbreak and disappointment.

Other Key Characters

- Edward Ferrars: Elinor’s love interest, representing quiet strength and moral integrity. His struggles with
family obligations add depth to his character.
- Colonel Brandon: A man of honor and depth, he contrasts sharply with the more superficial characters,



providing a mature model of love and loyalty.
- John Willoughby: Initially charming and attractive, Willoughby’s eventual reveal as self-serving highlights
the dangers of prioritizing passion over sense.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Austen's writing in Sense and Sensibility employs several literary devices that enhance the storytelling.

1. Free Indirect Speech

Austen expertly uses free indirect discourse to provide insights into her characters’ thoughts and feelings. This
technique allows readers to experience the internal conflicts of Elinor and Marianne, bridging the gap between
narrator and character.

2. Irony and Satire

Austen’s use of irony often critiques societal norms and the limitations placed on women. The contrast
between characters’ actions and societal expectations highlights the absurdities of the time. Through wit and
humor, Austen invites readers to reflect on the nature of love and relationships.

3. Symbolism

Austen employs various symbols throughout the novel, such as:

- The Dashwood Home: The sisters’ home serves as a symbol of their changing fortunes and the transient nature
of security.
- Letters: Correspondence between characters often serves as a vehicle for misunderstanding and revelation,
reflecting the importance of communication in relationships.

Conclusion

Sense and Sensibility remains a timeless exploration of the human experience, capturing the complexities of love,
family, and societal expectations. Through the contrasting characters of Elinor and Marianne Dashwood, Jane
Austen masterfully illustrates the delicate balance between sense and sensibility, encouraging readers to
reflect on their values and choices in life. The novel’s rich themes, memorable characters, and Austen’s keen
social commentary continue to engage and resonate, ensuring its place as a cornerstone of English literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes of 'Sense and Sensibility'?
The central themes of 'Sense and Sensibility' include the contrast between reason and emotion, the importance
of social class and economic security, and the complexities of love and relationships.



How do the characters of Elinor and Marianne Dashwood embody the
concepts of sense and sensibility?
Elinor Dashwood represents 'sense' through her rationality, self-control, and practicality, while Marianne
embodies 'sensibility' with her emotional openness, spontaneity, and romantic ideals.

What role does social class play in the relationships depicted in 'Sense and
Sensibility'?
Social class significantly influences the relationships in 'Sense and Sensibility', highlighting issues such as
marriage for financial stability versus love, and the limitations placed on women in the early 19th century.

How does Jane Austen use irony in 'Sense and Sensibility'?
Austen employs irony to critique societal norms and behavior, often revealing the discrepancies between
characters' perceptions and reality, such as in the interactions between suitors and their true intentions.

What is the significance of the setting in 'Sense and Sensibility'?
The setting, primarily in rural England, reflects the social structures and values of the time, serving as a
backdrop for the characters' struggles with love, financial security, and societal expectations.

How does the ending of 'Sense and Sensibility' reflect the main characters'
growth?
The ending of 'Sense and Sensibility' shows Elinor's acceptance of her feelings and Marianne's maturation,
illustrating how both characters find a balance between sense and sensibility in their romantic endeavors.

What is the role of secondary characters in 'Sense and Sensibility'?
Secondary characters, such as Willoughby and Colonel Brandon, serve to highlight the main characters'
traits and dilemmas, while also providing contrasting perspectives on love and morality.

How does Austen explore the concept of marriage in 'Sense and Sensibility'?
Austen explores marriage as both a social contract and a romantic ideal, critiquing marriages based on
convenience while advocating for genuine love and mutual respect in relationships.

In what ways does 'Sense and Sensibility' reflect the historical context of
its time?
The novel reflects early 19th-century England's gender roles, class structures, and economic realities,
showcasing the limited options available to women and the societal pressures surrounding marriage and
inheritance.
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形容一个人“有sense”究竟是什么意思？ - 知乎
总体而言，做一个有sense的人不太容易，而坚持做一个有sense的人更加是难上加难。 我个人来说，我喜欢跟有sense的人一起工作，希望身边的人都有适当的sense,但也喜
欢看到好朋友没sense的时候，因为这样才能让我觉得真实。

深思数盾是什么，可以卸载吗？ - 知乎
win10系统的电脑，刚刚开机就出现了这个软件，不知道是干嘛的，上网也不怎么能搜到，这个软件是什么东西…

词汇学中meaning, sense,reference,concept, 之间有什么区别?
meaning can be divided into sense and reference reference=concept: what the word refers to in the
real physical world (可参考triangle of significance 里面的reference) sense:the mental content called up by
the symbol, the inherent meaning of a linguistic form, abstract and de-contextualized, conceptual
meaning, collection of all its feature.
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1.Qlik Sense企业版得用户分为2种类型——professional user和analyzer user. 专业用户 (professional user)有权限使用Qlik
Sense的所有特性。 具有专业访问权限的用户可以创建、编辑、发布工作表或应用，并充分利用其可用的特性，包括Qlik Sense站点的管理。 …

Homophones: scents, sense, cents & since - WordReference Forums
Aug 15, 2007 · I wanted to get a general idea from other native speakers as to whether or not the
following four words are homophones in your pronunciation: sense - Animals have a sixth sense.
scents - The scents of the perfumes were amazing. cents - I only have one dollar and five cents.
since* - Since it's...

make sense口语中用法？ - 知乎
makes sense 是有道理的意思有逻辑。 可以加些修饰词。 比如it makes some sense.还是有些道理的，行的通。 反过来就是否定啦。 口语中还有一点很重要的就
是语气啦。 It doesn’t make any sense.一点都说不通行不通没道理没逻辑可言

如何看待remote sensing在中科院升级版分区中升为二区top？ - 知乎
2023年3月20 Remote Sensing 投稿 但是老师说我写的不错，然后有帮忙看了一个期刊， 也是2区但是不是TOP：IEEE Transactions on
Instrumentation and Measurement（简称IEEE TIM），心里其实有点害怕，因为感觉我的这个水平估计十有八九又会被拒稿。

为什么语义三角里的reference和在sense和reference里的reference …
默认排序 Cherry toy 关注 因为reference和referent是两个不一样的概念，而语义三角里的reference和word meaning（也就是题主说的sense
和reference）里的reference是一样的 以下才是它们的正确意思： 1. referent = object = thing（如tree）2. reference =
thought = relationship reference的定义是

remote sensing 和j-stars 这两个期刊相比怎么样？ - 知乎
看了一圈remote sensing是MDPI旗下的，感觉口碑不是很好，版面费有一万多？J-stars（IEEE journal of sel…

数据分析师的数据Sense你重视了吗？ - 知乎
Sep 26, 2021 · 数据Sense最近非常流行，它更多的指遇到问题可以有数据敏感度找到数据解决问题的办法。 为什么要提数据Sense，主要是发现现在很多数据分析岗位的
校招同学，或者跨行进入数据分析的同学也好，都花了很大的代价自学或者参加代码培训代码或者机器学习算法。
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欢看到好朋友 …

https://soc.up.edu.ph/53-scan/pdf?ID=rXh69-1529&title=sense-and-sensibility-by-jane-austen.pdf


深思数盾是什么，可以卸载吗？ - 知乎
win10系统的电脑，刚刚开机就出现了这个软件，不知道是干嘛的，上网也不怎么能搜到，这个软件是什么东西…

词汇学中meaning, sense,reference,concept, 之间有什么区别?
meaning can be divided into sense and reference reference=concept: what the word refers to in the
real physical world (可参考triangle of significance 里面的reference) sense:the mental …

Qlik Sense - 知乎
1.Qlik Sense企业版得用户分为2种类型——professional user和analyzer user. 专业用户 (professional user)有权限使用Qlik
Sense的所有特性。 具有专业访问权限的用户可以创建、编 …

Homophones: scents, sense, cents & since - WordReference Forums
Aug 15, 2007 · I wanted to get a general idea from other native speakers as to whether or not the
following four words are homophones in your pronunciation: sense - Animals have a sixth …

make sense口语中用法？ - 知乎
makes sense 是有道理的意思有逻辑。 可以加些修饰词。 比如it makes some sense.还是有些道理的，行的通。 反过来就是否定啦。 口语中还有一点很重要的就
是语气啦。 It doesn’t make …

如何看待remote sensing在中科院升级版分区中升为二区top？ - 知乎
2023年3月20 Remote Sensing 投稿 但是老师说我写的不错，然后有帮忙看了一个期刊， 也是2区但是不是TOP：IEEE Transactions on
Instrumentation and Measurement（简称IEEE …

为什么语义三角里的reference和在sense和reference里的reference …
默认排序 Cherry toy 关注 因为reference和referent是两个不一样的概念，而语义三角里的reference和word meaning（也就是题主说的sense
和reference）里的reference是一样的 以下 …

remote sensing 和j-stars 这两个期刊相比怎么样？ - 知乎
看了一圈remote sensing是MDPI旗下的，感觉口碑不是很好，版面费有一万多？J-stars（IEEE journal of sel…

数据分析师的数据Sense你重视了吗？ - 知乎
Sep 26, 2021 · 数据Sense最近非常流行，它更多的指遇到问题可以有数据敏感度找到数据解决问题的办法。 为什么要提数据Sense，主要是发现现在很多数据分析岗位的
校招同学，或者跨行 …

Explore "Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen

Back to Home

https://soc.up.edu.ph

