
Seymour Hersh Trading With The Enemy

Seymour Hersh Trading with the Enemy is a phrase that encapsulates a significant
journalistic investigation by Seymour Hersh, an investigative journalist known for his in-
depth reporting and exposés on various political and military issues. The phrase refers to
Hersh's exploration of the controversial dealings of the United States government with
adversarial entities during times of conflict, particularly during the Vietnam War and the
Cold War. This article delves into the background, findings, and implications of Hersh's
work, shedding light on how his investigations have shaped public understanding of U.S.
foreign policy and military strategies.

Background of Seymour Hersh

Seymour Hersh was born on April 8, 1937, in Chicago, Illinois. He began his career in
journalism in the 1950s and gained prominence for his investigative reporting, particularly
during the Vietnam War era. Hersh is perhaps best known for breaking the story of the My
Lai Massacre, where U.S. troops killed hundreds of unarmed Vietnamese civilians. This
reporting won Hersh the Pulitzer Prize in 1970 and established him as a leading figure in
investigative journalism.

Defining "Trading with the Enemy"

The phrase "trading with the enemy" typically refers to the act of engaging in commerce
or negotiations with a nation or group that is considered an adversary. In the context of
Hersh's work, it often involves uncovering instances where the U.S. government entered
into covert agreements or dealings with hostile nations or groups, often under morally
questionable circumstances.

Some notable examples include:

- Vietnam War: The U.S. government's clandestine relationships with various factions



within Vietnam and neighboring countries.
- Iran-Contra Affair: The covert sale of arms to Iran, which was then embroiled in a conflict
with the U.S.-backed Iraq.
- Support for Dictators: Engaging with authoritarian regimes for strategic purposes, often
undermining democratic movements.

The Investigative Journey

Hersh's inquiries into "trading with the enemy" often reveal complex layers of government
secrecy, manipulation, and ethical ambiguity. His investigations typically follow a
systematic approach:

1. Research and Documentation: Hersh meticulously gathers data from official documents,
interviews with whistleblowers, and firsthand accounts from those involved.
2. Analysis of Motives: He explores the motives behind government actions, questioning
the ethical implications of decisions made by political leaders.
3. Public Disclosure: Hersh aims to bring these issues to light, advocating for transparency
and accountability in government dealings.

Key Investigations and Findings

A few significant investigations by Seymour Hersh relating to "trading with the enemy"
include:

- My Lai Massacre: Hersh's groundbreaking report on the massacre revealed not only the
tragic events that unfolded but also the cover-up that ensued within the military and
government ranks.
- Vietnam’s Secret Bombing Campaign: Hersh uncovered the extensive bombing
campaigns in Cambodia and Laos, which were conducted without congressional approval,
raising questions about executive power and military accountability.
- Iran-Contra Affair: His investigations into the scandal revealed a complex web of arms
deals and secret negotiations between the U.S. and Iran, highlighting the lengths to which
the government would go to circumvent congressional restrictions.

The Ethical Implications

Hersh's work raises profound ethical questions about the conduct of war and diplomacy.
Some of the key issues include:

- Accountability: Who should be held accountable for covert operations that violate
international norms?
- Transparency: How much information should be available to the public regarding
government dealings with adversaries?
- Moral Responsibility: What are the moral implications of negotiating with enemy states,
especially when such actions may lead to human rights violations?



Impact on Public Perception and Policy

Hersh's investigations have had a significant impact on public perception of U.S. foreign
policy. Some outcomes include:

- Increased Skepticism: His work has fostered a more skeptical view of government
narratives, encouraging citizens to question the motives behind military and diplomatic
actions.
- Policy Reforms: Investigative findings have sometimes led to policy changes, as public
outcry forces the government to reconsider its approach to foreign relations and military
engagement.
- Encouragement of Whistleblowing: Hersh's success in revealing hidden truths has
inspired whistleblowers to come forward, believing their actions can lead to change.

Criticism and Controversy

While Seymour Hersh is celebrated for his investigative prowess, he has also faced
criticism and controversy. Some critics argue that his reports are sometimes
sensationalized or lack sufficient corroborative evidence. Notable criticisms include:

- Questioned Credibility: Some of his claims, particularly regarding more recent events,
have been met with skepticism, leading to debates about his reliability.
- Polarizing Figures: Hersh's liberal stance and critique of government actions have made
him a polarizing figure, with supporters advocating for his revelations while detractors
label him as overly critical or biased.

Legacy of Seymour Hersh

Despite the controversies surrounding him, Seymour Hersh's legacy as an investigative
journalist is undeniable. His work has:

- Influenced Journalism: He has set a standard for investigative journalism, emphasizing
the importance of uncovering truths and holding power accountable.
- Shaped Historical Narratives: Hersh's findings have helped shape public understanding
of key historical events, creating a more nuanced view of U.S. foreign policy.
- Inspired Future Generations: Many aspiring journalists cite Hersh as a source of
inspiration, striving to emulate his commitment to uncovering the truth.

Conclusion

Seymour Hersh's investigations into "trading with the enemy" highlight the complex and
often morally ambiguous nature of U.S. foreign policy. His work serves as a reminder of
the importance of transparency and accountability in government dealings, challenging
citizens and policymakers alike to grapple with the ethical implications of their actions. As



the world continues to face geopolitical challenges, Hersh's legacy as an investigative
journalist remains relevant, calling for vigilance and integrity in the pursuit of truth.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Seymour Hersh and what is his significance in
investigative journalism?
Seymour Hersh is an American investigative journalist and author, known for his Pulitzer
Prize-winning reporting on the My Lai Massacre during the Vietnam War, as well as his
extensive coverage of various political and military issues. His work is characterized by
deep investigative research and a commitment to uncovering truths that are often hidden
from the public.

What is the main focus of Seymour Hersh's 'Trading
with the Enemy'?
'Trading with the Enemy' examines the controversial dealings of the U.S. government
during the Cold War, specifically focusing on the financial and military relationships that
were maintained with enemy nations for political gain. The book reveals the complexities
and moral ambiguities involved in these transactions.

What kind of evidence does Hersh present in 'Trading
with the Enemy' to support his claims?
Hersh presents a combination of declassified documents, interviews with military and
intelligence officials, and personal anecdotes to substantiate his claims. He meticulously
details the operations and decisions made by the U.S. government, highlighting
inconsistencies and ethical dilemmas.

How has 'Trading with the Enemy' been received by
critics and readers?
The book has received mixed reviews, with some praising Hersh's fearless approach to
uncovering uncomfortable truths, while others criticize his conclusions and the
implications they hold for U.S. foreign policy. It has sparked significant debate regarding
the ethics of trading with adversaries.

What are some key themes explored in 'Trading with the
Enemy'?
Key themes include the moral complexities of foreign policy, the impact of political
decisions on global relationships, and the often-hidden realities of government operations.
The book also delves into the interplay between economic interests and national security.



How does Hersh's work in 'Trading with the Enemy'
relate to contemporary issues?
Hersh's exploration of U.S. foreign dealings with adversaries resonates with contemporary
discussions about ethical foreign policy, transparency in government, and the
consequences of prioritizing political expediency over moral principles in international
relations.

What impact has 'Trading with the Enemy' had on
public perception of U.S. foreign policy?
The book has contributed to a more critical public perception of U.S. foreign policy,
encouraging readers to question the motivations behind government actions and the
consequences of engaging in trade with nations that may pose a threat to national
security.
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