
Show Your Work Austin Kleon

Show Your Work by Austin Kleon is an inspiring book that urges creatives to share their
processes and creations with the world. Published in 2014, this book serves as a guide for
artists, writers, designers, and anyone engaged in creative work, emphasizing the
importance of transparency and vulnerability in the creative journey. In an age where
social media and digital platforms dominate the way we communicate, Kleon’s ideas
resonate deeply with those looking to build a following and connect with others through
their work.

Understanding the Core Message

At its core, "Show Your Work" is a manifesto for artists and creators about the critical
practice of sharing one’s work and process. Kleon argues that you don’t have to be a
genius to contribute meaningfully to the world; instead, everyone can share their journey,
insights, and progress. This notion encourages more people to embrace their creativity
without the fear of judgment or inadequacy.

Why Share Your Work?

Kleon presents several compelling reasons for why sharing your work is essential:

1. Builds a Connection: Sharing your work allows you to connect with others who share
your interests or appreciate your craft. This connection can lead to collaborations,
friendships, and a supportive community.



2. Makes You Accountable: When you share your work regularly, you create a sense of
accountability. This can motivate you to keep producing and improving your craft.

3. Encourages Feedback: By sharing your work, you open the door for constructive
criticism and feedback, which can be invaluable for your growth as a creator.

4. Documents Your Journey: Sharing your work helps you document your creative journey,
allowing you to reflect on your progress and evolution over time.

5. Inspires Others: Your willingness to share your work can inspire others to pursue their
creative endeavors, fostering a culture of creativity and expression.

Key Principles from "Show Your Work"

Kleon outlines ten key principles that serve as guidelines for sharing your work effectively:

1. You Don’t Have to Be a Genius

Kleon emphasizes that you don’t need to be a genius to share your work. You just need to
be yourself and be willing to share what you know. It’s about the journey rather than the
destination.

2. Think Process, Not Product

Instead of focusing solely on the final product, Kleon encourages creators to share their
processes. This can include sketches, drafts, and behind-the-scenes looks at your creative
practice. People are often more interested in how you got there than the finished piece
itself.

3. Share Something Small Every Day

Consistency is key. Kleon suggests sharing small snippets of your work daily. This could be
a thought, an idea, a sketch, or any piece of your creative process. Regular sharing keeps
your audience engaged and interested in your journey.

4. Open Up Your Cabinet of Curiosities

Kleon encourages creators to share their inspirations and influences. By opening up your
"cabinet of curiosities," you provide insight into what fuels your creativity, which can
resonate with others who share similar interests.



5. Tell Good Stories

Storytelling is a powerful tool for connecting with others. Kleon urges creators to share
the stories behind their work, as people are drawn to narratives that evoke emotion and
relatability.

6. Teach What You Know

Sharing your knowledge and expertise is a great way to contribute to your community. By
teaching others what you’ve learned, you can foster a sense of camaraderie and encourage
others to share their work as well.

7. Don’t Turn Into Human Spam

While sharing your work is essential, it’s also crucial to engage authentically with your
audience. Avoid being overly promotional or spammy; instead, focus on building genuine
relationships and connections.

8. Learn to Take a Punch

When you share your work, you open yourself up to criticism. Kleon stresses the
importance of developing a thick skin and learning to handle both positive and negative
feedback constructively.

9. Sell Out

Kleon challenges the notion that artists should suffer for their art. He encourages creators
to find ways to monetize their work without compromising their integrity. This can include
selling prints, offering workshops, or finding sponsorships.

10. Stick Around

Sustaining your creative practice requires persistence. Kleon emphasizes the importance
of being present in your community and continuing to share your work over time, as this
builds trust and loyalty among your audience.

Practical Tips for Implementing the Principles



To effectively implement the principles from "Show Your Work," consider the following
practical tips:

Start Small: If you’re hesitant about sharing, begin with small snippets of your
work. This could be a quick sketch, a quote from your writing, or a photo of your
workspace.

Use Social Media Wisely: Platforms like Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok can be
great for sharing your work. Choose the platform that best suits your style and
audience.

Create a Routine: Set aside dedicated time each week to share your work.
Consistency will help you build a habit and keep your audience engaged.

Engage with Others: Don’t just share your work; engage with other creators.
Comment on their posts, share their work, and foster a sense of community.

Don’t Overthink It: Sharing your work doesn’t have to be perfect. Embrace the
imperfections and be authentic in your sharing.

Conclusion

In "Show Your Work," Austin Kleon offers a refreshing perspective on creativity and
sharing. His principles encourage individuals to embrace their creative journeys and share
them with the world. By opening up about our processes, we not only grow as creators but
also foster connections with others. In today’s digital age, the act of sharing is more
important than ever, as it cultivates a sense of community, encourages collaboration, and
inspires others to pursue their creative passions. So, take a cue from Kleon and start
showing your work—your journey may just resonate with someone who needs to see it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Show Your Work!' by Austin
Kleon?
The main theme of 'Show Your Work!' is the importance of sharing your creative process
and work with others to build an audience and foster connections.

How does Austin Kleon suggest artists and creatives
should share their work?
Kleon suggests that artists and creatives should share their work openly and regularly,
using various platforms such as social media, blogs, and newsletters to engage with their



audience.

What are the key principles outlined in 'Show Your
Work!'?
Key principles include being generous in sharing your work, documenting your process,
embracing the 'amateur' mindset, and connecting with others by telling your story.

Why does Austin Kleon emphasize the importance of
documenting the creative process?
Kleon emphasizes that documenting the creative process not only helps to build a
narrative around your work but also allows others to understand and appreciate the effort
behind the final product.

What role does vulnerability play in 'Show Your Work!'?
Vulnerability plays a significant role as Kleon encourages creatives to embrace their
imperfections and share their struggles, making their work more relatable and authentic.

How can sharing your work lead to growth as a creative
individual, according to Kleon?
Sharing your work can lead to growth by opening up opportunities for feedback,
collaboration, and community support, which can enhance your skills and expand your
reach.

What advice does Austin Kleon give for overcoming the
fear of sharing work?
Kleon advises to start small, focus on the joy of creating rather than perfection, and
remember that sharing is a way to connect rather than seeking validation.

What impact has 'Show Your Work!' had on the creative
community?
The book has inspired many creatives to adopt a more open approach to sharing their
work, leading to a culture of collaboration and increased visibility for independent artists.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/35-bold/files?ID=jsv17-6701&title=kangvape-onee-stick-5500-charging-instruc
tions.pdf

https://soc.up.edu.ph/35-bold/files?ID=jsv17-6701&title=kangvape-onee-stick-5500-charging-instructions.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/35-bold/files?ID=jsv17-6701&title=kangvape-onee-stick-5500-charging-instructions.pdf


Show Your Work Austin Kleon

What happened to Acuña? Why is he missing from the 2025 All St…
Jul 13, 2025 · There’s a 94 OVR Acuña All-Star card that dropped earlier via Chase Pack 11, but it
doesn’t count toward the 2025 All-Star collection or show up …

Equipment Understanding Help for 25 & RTTS - Community For…
Mar 19, 2025 · Hi, sorry, can't find this info in forums. I play RTTS almost exclusively, with only
Franchise as my other. Equipment has always given specific …

Pitching Perks Not Unlocking - Community Forum
Mar 18, 2025 · I'm currently into my second season of RTTS. I have every fielding and hitting perk
unlocked, but as a two-way player I have not unlocked a single …

Cronus Zen - Community Forum
Jan 25, 2024 · I just recently heard about Cronus Zen, and how people use it in gaming. Does anyone
know exactly what it does in MLB The Show? How does it …

拼多多网页版入口地址是什么?_百度知道
Sep 26, 2024 · 京ICP证030173号-1 京网文【2023】1034-029号 ©2025Baidu 使用百度前必读 | 知道协议 | 企业推广

What happened to Acuña? Why is he missing from the 2025 All Star …
Jul 13, 2025 · There’s a 94 OVR Acuña All-Star card that dropped earlier via Chase Pack 11, but it
doesn’t count toward the 2025 All-Star collection or show up under the current All-Star Game …

Equipment Understanding Help for 25 & RTTS - Community Forum
Mar 19, 2025 · Hi, sorry, can't find this info in forums. I play RTTS almost exclusively, with only
Franchise as my other. Equipment has always given specific boosts to cer...

Pitching Perks Not Unlocking - Community Forum
Mar 18, 2025 · I'm currently into my second season of RTTS. I have every fielding and hitting perk
unlocked, but as a two-way player I have not unlocked a single pitching p...

Cronus Zen - Community Forum
Jan 25, 2024 · I just recently heard about Cronus Zen, and how people use it in gaming. Does anyone
know exactly what it does in MLB The Show? How does it help a player? Ju...

拼多多网页版入口地址是什么?_百度知道
Sep 26, 2024 · 京ICP证030173号-1 京网文【2023】1034-029号 ©2025Baidu 使用百度前必读 | 知道协议 | 企业推广

小米5g开关被隐藏怎么打开 - 百度知道
Mar 10, 2024 · 该开关可以通过拨号界面、手机设置、网络设置打开。 1、通过拨号界面打开：在拨号界面输入“*#*#54638#*#*”，之后会显“Display
5G network menu”（显示5G网络菜单），在这里可 …

Running List of What's Wrong with The Show - Community Forum
Jul 17, 2025 · Road to the Show hasn't really evolved. (Highly subjective) people are in competitive
matches with each other but aren't playing the game the same way (strikezone hitting, pinpoint …

Live有两个读音，什么时候读laiv，什么时候读liv？_百度知道

https://soc.up.edu.ph/53-scan/files?docid=mPo69-5537&title=show-your-work-austin-kleon.pdf


Live有两个读音，什么时候读laiv，什么时候读liv？live [liv]vi.活,生存；居住; 住；继续存在,留存vt.& vi.以某种方式生活 [laiv]adj.活的,有生命的；真正的；燃
烧着的；带电的；未爆炸的; 随时可用的； …
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发音为 [ʃəʊ hænd] ，动词词组表面意思为“大家把手让对

Unlock your creativity with insights from Austin Kleon's 'Show Your Work.' Discover how sharing
your process can inspire others and enhance your artistry. Learn more!
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