Sex And Temperament In Three Primitive
Societies

Sex and temperament in three primitive societies is a topic that delves into the
intricate interplay between human behavior and the cultural frameworks of early societies.
Understanding how sex and temperament were perceived and expressed in primitive
communities provides invaluable insights into human nature, societal roles, and the



evolution of interpersonal relationships. This article explores the dynamics of sex and
temperament in three distinct primitive societies: the !Kung San of the Kalahari Desert,
the Inuit of the Arctic, and the indigenous peoples of the Amazon rainforest.

1. The !Kung San: Gender Roles and Sexual
Expression

The 'Kung San, also known as the Bushmen, inhabit the arid Kalahari Desert in Southern
Africa. Their societal structure is primarily egalitarian, which significantly influences their
views on sex and temperament.

Gender Roles

In the 'Kung San society, traditional gender roles are less rigid compared to many other
cultures. Both men and women share responsibilities in gathering food and caring for
children. This cooperative approach fosters a sense of equality and mutual respect.

- Men's roles: Typically involved in hunting and gathering larger game, men also partake
in community decision-making.

- Women's roles: Women gather plant-based foods, nuts, and berries, contributing
significantly to the community's sustenance.

Sexual Expression

Sexuality among the !Kung San is characterized by openness and a lack of shame. The
community acknowledges sexual desire as a natural aspect of human life.

- Courtship practices: Courtship often involves playful teasing, singing, and dancing. This
creates a relaxed atmosphere where relationships can flourish.

- Marriages: Marriages are often arranged, but personal choice and romantic love play a
significant role. Many couples may engage in trial marriages before formalizing their
union.

Temperament and Community Dynamics

The temperament of the !Kung San is generally sociable and cooperative. Their reliance
on shared resources fosters strong community bonds, allowing individuals to express
emotions freely.

- Conflict resolution: Conflicts are resolved through discussion and communal gatherings,
emphasizing harmony and social cohesion.

- Role of humor: Humor is an essential part of their social interactions, often used to
diffuse tension and maintain positive relationships.



2. The Inuit: Adaptation and Social Structure

The Inuit peoples inhabit the icy regions of the Arctic, where survival depends on
cooperation and adaptation to harsh environmental conditions. Their social structures also
shape their views on sex and temperament.

Gender Roles

Inuit society traditionally features distinct but complementary roles for men and women,
shaped by the challenges of the Arctic climate.

- Men's roles: Men are primarily responsible for hunting marine mammals and providing
for the family. Their skills in navigating and surviving in extreme conditions are highly
valued.

- Women's roles: Women are tasked with processing and preparing food, as well as making
clothing and shelter. Their contributions are crucial to the family's survival.

Sexuality and Relationships

The Inuit approach sexuality and relationships with pragmatism, often influenced by the
need for cooperation in a challenging environment.

- Marriage customs: Marriages are often based on mutual respect and are viewed as
partnerships. Arranged marriages can occur, but personal choice is increasingly
significant.

- Polygamy: In some Inuit groups, polygamy is practiced, allowing for greater resource-
sharing in communal living.

Temperament and Social Interactions

The temperament of the Inuit reflects resilience and adaptability, essential traits for
thriving in a harsh environment.

- Community support: The Inuit place a high value on community support, often coming
together to share resources and assistance during difficult times.

- Emotional expression: While Inuit culture may appear stoic, emotional expression exists
within intimate relationships, often conveyed through acts of care and support rather than
overt displays.

3. Indigenous Peoples of the Amazon: Diversity
and Complexity

The indigenous tribes of the Amazon rainforest represent a rich tapestry of cultures, each
with its own unique perspectives on sex and temperament. Given the diversity among



these tribes, this section will highlight a few key aspects common across many groups.

Gender Roles

Gender roles among Amazonian tribes can vary significantly, but many exhibit a level of
fluidity that allows for shared responsibilities.

- Men's roles: Typically involved in hunting and fishing, men also engage in farming
activities, showcasing the interconnectedness of their roles.

- Women's roles: Women often manage domestic responsibilities and are crucial in
cultivating crops, particularly the staple foods of their diet.

Sexuality and Relationships

Sexuality in Amazonian cultures can be complex and is often viewed through the lens of
social alliances and communal ties.

- Marriage practices: Marriages can be arranged, but many tribes also allow for personal
choice. The concept of trial marriages or temporary unions is common.

- Sexual freedom: Many tribes exhibit a more liberal attitude towards premarital sex,
viewing it as part of social maturation.

Temperament and Social Dynamics

The temperament of Amazonian tribes is often characterized by communal living and
interdependence.

- Conlflict resolution: Conflicts are typically resolved through negotiation and communal
discussion, emphasizing the importance of maintaining social harmony.

- Role of rituals: Rituals play a vital role in expressing emotions and reinforcing community
bonds, often involving music, dance, and storytelling.

Conclusion: The Interplay of Sex and
Temperament

Exploring sex and temperament in the !Kung San, Inuit, and indigenous peoples of the
Amazon reveals a profound connection between cultural practices and human behavior.
While each society exhibits unique traits, common themes emerge, such as the importance
of community, the fluidity of gender roles, and a pragmatic approach to sexuality. These
elements highlight the adaptability of human beings in response to their environments and
the significance of social structures in shaping interpersonal relationships. By
understanding these primitive societies, we gain valuable insights into the foundations of
human behavior and the complexity of our emotional lives.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do sex roles in the !Kung San society reflect their
temperament?

In the !Kung San society, sex roles are relatively fluid, with both men and women
participating in hunting and gathering. This egalitarian approach influences their
temperament, fostering cooperation and reducing conflict within the community.

What role does sexual division of labor play in the
temperament of the Trobriand Islanders?

In the Trobriand Islands, the sexual division of labor is prominent, with men engaging in
fishing and women in gardening. This division creates a complementary relationship that
contributes to a laid-back and harmonious temperament, as both genders respect and rely
on each other's contributions.

How does the concept of sexual freedom among the
Dani people influence their social temperament?

The Dani people practice a form of sexual freedom that allows individuals to form multiple
relationships. This openness reduces jealousy and competition, leading to a more relaxed
and communal temperament where social bonds are prioritized over possessiveness.

In what ways do traditional beliefs about sex affect the
temperament of the Maasai community?

The Maasai community holds traditional beliefs that emphasize male bravery and female
nurturing roles, which can lead to a more hierarchical and competitive social structure.
This influences their temperament, often resulting in a community dynamic that values
strength and resilience.

How do the sexual practices of the Himba people shape
their communal temperament?

The Himba people have distinct sexual practices that promote communal living and shared
responsibilities. Their customs encourage open discussions about relationships, fostering a
supportive and cooperative temperament within their tight-knit community.
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