
Shinji Ikari Raising Project Manga

Shinji Ikari Raising Project is a manga series that offers a unique twist on the popular "Neon Genesis

Evangelion" franchise. It combines elements of slice-of-life, comedy, and drama while exploring the

complexities of its characters in a different narrative setting. This article delves into the origins, plot,

characters, themes, and the overall impact of the "Shinji Ikari Raising Project" manga.



Origins of the Manga

The "Shinji Ikari Raising Project" was created by Takashi Hashiguchi and was serialized in the

magazine "Shōnen Ace" from 2001 to 2007. It is based on the iconic anime and manga series "Neon

Genesis Evangelion," originally created by Hideaki Anno. The series diverges from the original

storyline, allowing readers to explore a more light-hearted and whimsical narrative focusing on the

character Shinji Ikari and his relationships with other characters in the series.

Concept and Setting

The premise of "Shinji Ikari Raising Project" revolves around the idea of Shinji being raised in a

nurturing environment, contrasting sharply with the often bleak and psychologically intense atmosphere

of the original series. The plot takes place in a world where a giant robot called the Evangelion is still

present, but instead of engaging in epic battles against Angels, the focus shifts to everyday life, school

activities, and interpersonal relationships.

The manga introduces a variety of scenarios where Shinji, along with other key characters from the

"Neon Genesis Evangelion" universe, navigates the trials of adolescence, friendships, and romantic

interests. This shift in focus allows for a more humorous and light-hearted exploration of themes that

may have been overshadowed in the original series.

Plot Overview

The story begins with Shinji Ikari moving to Tokyo-3 to live with Misato Katsuragi, who takes on the

role of his guardian. As he settles into his new life, Shinji encounters various characters from the

original series, including Rei Ayanami, Asuka Langley Soryu, and others. The manga follows the

structure of a slice-of-life narrative, with chapters dedicated to different aspects of Shinji's life.



Key Story Arcs

The manga consists of several arcs that highlight Shinji's growth and development. Some notable arcs

include:

Shinji's School Life: This arc focuses on Shinji's experiences in school, including friendships,1.

rivalries, and the challenges of adolescence.

Romantic Developments: The budding romantic interests between Shinji and other characters,2.

particularly Rei and Asuka, create tension and humor.

Family Dynamics: The complex relationships with Shinji's father, Gendo Ikari, and his struggles3.

with self-identity are explored.

Adventures with Friends: Shinji, along with his friends, engages in various light-hearted activities,4.

providing comic relief and showcasing their camaraderie.

Each arc effectively captures the essence of youth while weaving in themes of friendship, growth, and

emotional struggles.

Main Characters

The "Shinji Ikari Raising Project" features a cast of beloved characters, each of whom plays a crucial

role in shaping Shinji's journey.

Shinji Ikari: The protagonist of the story, Shinji is depicted as a more relatable and slightly less



troubled version of himself, navigating the complexities of adolescence.

Asuka Langley Soryu: A strong-willed and competitive girl, Asuka's relationship with Shinji is

central to the narrative, showcasing both tension and budding affection.

Rei Ayanami: The enigmatic and reserved Rei serves as a contrast to Asuka, and her

interactions with Shinji add depth to his character development.

Misato Katsuragi: As Shinji's guardian, Misato brings a sense of stability and humor to his life,

acting as a mentor and friend.

Gendo Ikari: Shinji's father, whose complex relationship with his son is explored through various

interactions, providing a deeper understanding of both characters.

These characters, along with others from the "Neon Genesis Evangelion" universe, add richness to the

narrative and provide opportunities for character growth and emotional exploration.

Themes and Motifs

While the "Shinji Ikari Raising Project" differs from the original "Neon Genesis Evangelion" in tone, it

still explores several significant themes and motifs:

1. Growth and Maturation

The manga emphasizes the journey of growing up, showcasing the challenges and triumphs of

adolescence. Shinji's character arc reflects the universal struggles of self-discovery, acceptance, and

the desire for connection.



2. Friendship and Relationships

The importance of friendships and relationships is a prominent theme in the manga. The interactions

between Shinji and his friends highlight the value of support, understanding, and companionship during

formative years.

3. Humor and Light-heartedness

In contrast to the often dark and heavy themes of the original series, the "Shinji Ikari Raising Project"

employs humor and light-hearted situations to engage readers. This approach allows for a fresh

perspective on familiar characters and situations.

4. Identity and Self-Discovery

Shinji's journey is also one of identity and self-discovery. As he navigates relationships and challenges,

he grapples with his sense of self-worth and purpose, themes that resonate deeply with readers.

Impact and Reception

The "Shinji Ikari Raising Project" has garnered a mixed reception among fans of the "Neon Genesis

Evangelion" franchise. While some appreciate the lighter tone and character exploration, others feel it

diverges too far from the original series' themes.

Positive Reception



Many fans have praised the manga for its humor, character development, and the opportunity to see

beloved characters in a different light. The slice-of-life approach allows for a greater focus on

interpersonal relationships, making it relatable to readers who have experienced similar challenges.

Criticism

On the flip side, some critics argue that the light-hearted tone undermines the psychological depth that

made "Neon Genesis Evangelion" iconic. They feel that the manga lacks the intensity and complexity

present in the original series, resulting in a less impactful narrative.

Conclusion

In summary, the "Shinji Ikari Raising Project" manga presents a fascinating alternative universe for

fans of "Neon Genesis Evangelion." Through its exploration of character relationships, personal growth,

and humor, it offers a fresh take on the beloved franchise while retaining essential elements from the

original series. Whether readers approach it for nostalgia or curiosity, the manga stands as a unique

contribution to the "Neon Genesis Evangelion" legacy, inviting both new and longtime fans to engage

with its characters in a more light-hearted context.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of the 'Shinji Ikari Raising Project' manga?

'Shinji Ikari Raising Project' is a manga series that reimagines the life of Shinji Ikari, the protagonist of

the 'Neon Genesis Evangelion' anime. The story focuses on his experiences in a parallel world where

he has to navigate school life, friendships, and the challenges of adolescence while still dealing with

the implications of being a pilot.



Who is the author of the 'Shinji Ikari Raising Project' manga?

The manga is written by Osamu Takahashi and is based on the characters from the 'Neon Genesis

Evangelion' franchise created by Hideaki Anno.

How does 'Shinji Ikari Raising Project' differ from the original 'Neon

Genesis Evangelion' story?

'Shinji Ikari Raising Project' focuses more on character development and slice-of-life elements, allowing

readers to see a different side of Shinji and other characters outside of the apocalyptic scenarios of

the original series. It emphasizes themes of growth, relationships, and personal struggles in a more

lighthearted setting.

Are there any notable characters from the original series featured in

'Shinji Ikari Raising Project'?

Yes, the manga features many familiar characters from the original 'Neon Genesis Evangelion' series,

including Asuka Langley Soryu, Rei Ayanami, and Misato Katsuragi, each portrayed in different

scenarios that explore their personalities and relationships with Shinji.

What is the target audience for 'Shinji Ikari Raising Project'?

'Shinji Ikari Raising Project' primarily targets fans of the 'Neon Genesis Evangelion' franchise, as well

as readers who enjoy shōnen and slice-of-life genres. Its unique blend of humor and character

exploration appeals to a wide range of manga readers.

Has 'Shinji Ikari Raising Project' received any adaptations outside of

the manga format?

Yes, 'Shinji Ikari Raising Project' has been adapted into a visual novel and has also inspired various

merchandise, including art books and character goods, further expanding its reach within the 'Neon

Genesis Evangelion' fandom.
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Dec 31, 2021 · Shinji is clearer headed now, rather than continuing to brood, he resolves to confront
his fears. He saw that even the empty shell version of Rei could develop into a complete character,
and that inspired him to make a change.

Can someone explain the Asuka hospital scene in EoE - Reddit
Jun 27, 2019 · In-story: shinji can't figure out how to honestly relate to asuka except as a sex object,
so when given the opportunity, he does a terrible, selfish thing without regard for her. he knows and
admits that it's fucked up, but doesn't stop himself. the hospital scene establishes his state being as
low as it can be, setting the stage for the rest of the film. meta-story: reference to …

Kaworu and Shinji from Evangelion - Reddit
A community for everything relating to the characters Kaworu and Shinji from the Evangelion
franchise.

How did Shinji end up with who he did in 3.0+1.0 exactly...?
Mar 13, 2021 · When Shinji is in the village and meets Toji grown up, he’s married to Hikari, who he
used to fight with. He mentions something about how love and relationships can be unexpected.

The Children of Shiunji Family Shiunji-ke no Kodomotachi ... - Reddit
The Children of Shiunji Family Shiunji-ke no Kodomotachi 紫雲寺家の子供たち (Written by Reiji Miyajima,
author of rent-a-girlfriend)

Why does shinji choke asuka and why does asuka accept him?
Apr 20, 2023 · Shinji meanwhile has been protected ny Lilith the whole time and can easily step out.
Soon after deciding for his friends again (he was literally imagining them after all) he falls back into
his old patterns and chokes Asuka, like in the …

*Spoilers* Who did shinji and Asuka end it up with? : r/evangelion
Jul 9, 2021 · In the original 90s anime, it is very ambiguous as to what happens at the end. The "End
of Evangelion" film seems to imply that Shinji and Asuka are the last two people on the planet, but
also that they aren't really getting along at all. It is not a romantic ending whatsoever. The new
remake film series, which just ended earlier this year with "Evangelion 3.0 + 1.0: …

[Spoilers] Everything about Kaworu in 3.0+1.0 : r/kawoshin - Reddit
Mar 10, 2021 · Shinji hallucinates Kaworu, recalling lines such as "we'll meet again". Kaworu from
the trailer was just a hallucination Fast forward quite a bit, and after Shinji confronts Gendo and
explores his past, Kaworu appears and talks with Shinji: (Kaworu suddenly appears in the train seat
where Gendo was previously sitting) Kaworu: Ikari Gendou...

(EoE) This scene really an enigma for me: why are they in ... - Reddit
Shinji responds by saying “then just be nice to me”, and calls all three women in his life liars when
they jointly say that they are. The train scene ends with Shinji deathly scared that he could be left
alone. This scene in the kitchen immediately follows the train car scene.

Is shinji bi? Is there two ways to look at it? (Pun intended ... - Reddit
Oct 19, 2023 · Shinji is straight, as stated by Hideaki Anno himself. A long time ago, I followed a
reference on Evageeks to a Kaworu fansite that had archived a translation of an interview Hideaki
Anno did with June, a yaoi/shonen magazine.
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