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The short story "The Interlopers," written by Saki (H.H. Munro), is a compelling narrative that explores
themes of conflict, nature, and the futility of human animosity. Set in a remote forest in the
Carpathian Mountains, it tells the story of two feuding landowners, Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg
Znaeym, who find themselves at the mercy of nature and their own grudges. This study guide aims to
provide a comprehensive analysis of the story, its characters, themes, and literary devices, as well as
discussion questions to enhance understanding and engagement with the text.

Plot Summary

Setting

The story takes place in the early 20th century in a mountainous region, marked by dense forests and
a harsh winter climate. The isolated setting contributes to the tension between the characters and
amplifies the themes of isolation and conflict.

Main Events

1. Introduction of Characters: The story introduces Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg Znaeym, who have
a long-standing feud over a piece of land.

2. The Confrontation: While hunting in the forest, Ulrich encounters Georg, and they engage in a
heated exchange filled with animosity.

3. Nature’s Intervention: As the two men argue, a storm causes a tree to fall, trapping them both
beneath its weight.

4. Forced Cooperation: While waiting for help, the men must confront their shared humanity, leading
to a temporary truce.



5. The Twist: Just as they decide to reconcile and call for help, a pack of wolves appears, leaving the
conclusion open-ended and ironic.

Character Analysis

Ulrich von Gradwitz

- Background: A wealthy landowner, Ulrich is portrayed as proud and assertive. His character is
shaped by a long-standing family feud over land ownership.

- Development: Throughout the story, Ulrich’s character evolves from a vengeful man to one who
recognizes the futility of his hatred, especially when faced with the life-threatening situation.

Georg Znaeym

- Background: Georg is depicted as Ulrich’s rival, equally determined to claim the land he believes is
rightfully his. His character reflects the pride and stubbornness that fuel their conflict.

- Development: Like Ulrich, Georg undergoes a transformation during the story. Trapped together, he
begins to reconsider his long-held animosity, leading to a moment of potential reconciliation.

Themes

1. Conflict and Rivalry

- The central theme of "The Interlopers" is the destructive nature of human conflict. The feud between
Ulrich and Georg is rooted in pride and long-standing family grievances, showcasing how such
rivalries can consume individuals.

2. Nature's Indifference

- Nature plays a crucial role in the story, demonstrating its power over human affairs. The falling tree
that traps Ulrich and Georg symbolizes the unpredictability of nature and how it can disrupt human
intentions.

3. The Futility of Hatred

- As the narrative unfolds, both men confront their hatred and consider the possibility of friendship.
The irony of their situation highlights how trivial their feud is in the face of nature’s overwhelming
force.

Literary Devices

1. Irony
- The story is rich in irony, particularly in its conclusion. After both men decide to make peace, they
are confronted by a pack of wolves, suggesting that their reconciliation comes too late.

2. Foreshadowing
- The ominous description of the forest and the discussion of the impending storm foreshadow the
calamity that befalls Ulrich and Georg, setting a tone of inevitability.



3. Symbolism
- The falling tree symbolizes the weight of their grievances, while the wolves represent the untamed
aspects of nature that are indifferent to human conflict.

Discussion Questions

1. Conflict Resolution: How does the story illustrate the challenges of resolving long-standing
conflicts? What could Ulrich and Georg have done differently?

2. Nature vs. Humanity: In what ways does the story suggest that nature is more powerful than
human conflicts? How do Ulrich and Georg's views on nature change during the story?

3. Character Transformation: What specific events lead to the transformation of Ulrich and Georg?
How do their interactions evolve from hostility to potential friendship?

4. The Role of Irony: Discuss the impact of the story’s ironic ending. How does it affect your
understanding of the characters' journey?

5. Themes of Friendship: What does the story suggest about the possibility of friendship in the face of
rivalry? Do you think Ulrich and Georg would have remained friends had they survived?

Conclusion

In summary, "The Interlopers" serves as a poignant reminder of the futility of human conflict and the
unpredictable nature of life. Saki expertly weaves a narrative that combines elements of suspense,
irony, and character development to challenge readers’ perspectives on rivalry and reconciliation. The
story’s setting and themes resonate with universal truths about human nature, making it a timeless
piece that continues to provoke thought and discussion. This study guide offers a comprehensive
understanding of the short story, encouraging readers to delve deeper into its rich layers and
significance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Interlopers'?

The main theme of 'The Interlopers' is the futility of human conflict and the idea that nature can be
more powerful than personal grievances.

Who are the two main characters in ‘The Interlopers'?

The two main characters are Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg Znaeym, who are bitter enemies due to a
longstanding land dispute.



What event causes the turning point in the story?

The turning point occurs when Ulrich and Georg are trapped under a fallen tree during a storm,
forcing them to confront their animosity.

How does the setting influence the plot of 'The Interlopers'?

The setting in a remote forest creates a sense of isolation and intensifies the conflict between the
characters, highlighting the theme of man versus nature.

What is the significance of the ending of 'The Interlopers'?

The ending is significant because it reveals the irony of their reconciliation being cut short by the
appearance of wolves, emphasizing the unpredictability of life.

How does the author, Saki, use irony in 'The Interlopers'?

Saki employs irony by having the characters reconcile their differences only to be confronted by a
greater threat, thus underlining the theme of human vulnerability.

What literary devices are prominent in 'The Interlopers'?

Prominent literary devices in 'The Interlopers' include foreshadowing, irony, and vivid imagery, all of
which enhance the story's impact.

What message does Saki convey about nature in 'The
Interlopers'?

Saki conveys that nature is indifferent to human conflicts and can unexpectedly intervene, often
leading to unforeseen consequences.
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How to Make A Needle Felted Cute Hamster | Needle Felting ...
Jan 21, 2022 - The video shows the process and skills of making needle felted 3D sculptures. If you
don't know much about the skills of this, then you must not miss this tutorial.

Needle Felting A Hamster [JIn 20 steps! - YouTube
Needle Felting A Hamster [JIn 20 steps! It’s always fun to needle felt some cute animals. For
crafting, find your 1:1 ratio pattern below, and feel free to download!

How to Make a Needle Felted Hamster - YouTube
Want to create your own adorable needle felted hamster? [] In this quick and easy tutorial, we’ll
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show you the step-by-step process of bringing a tiny wool hamster to life!

DIY: Cute Felt Hamster | Kawaii Crafts. - YouTube
Hey everyone, in today's video I'm going to show you how to make cute felt hamster . #hamster
#kawaiihamster #plushdiy #feltcrafts #sewingcrafts #crafts #crafting #craftideas #diy...

How to Make a Felted Hamster - Easy Needle Felting Tutorial
In this easy-to-follow needle felting tutorial, Maria Callary Toys guides you step-by-step in creating
an adorable felted hamster!

Needle Felted Arty Hamster - YouTube
In this video you can see the process of needle felting a hamster. You can see how I create this little
hamster step by step. It is easy to follow tutorial.

Craftorama Felt Hamster (Step by Step Tutorial) - YouTube

This video gives you step by step instructions of how to make the hamster project from the
Craftorama Pets Sewing Kit for Kids. ...more

[[Wool Felt[Hamster Tutorial - YouTube
Hello everyone, 1 hope you enjoy my at least weekly update crafting/DIY tutorials here. Please like,
share, comment, and subscribe if you enjoy my videos. I ...

Needle Felting a Hamster
May 15, 2024 - Give your Hamster some color shading, and create a furry texture all around his body
and head. Make Teeth, Paws, and Eyes from polymer clay, and secure them to your ...

Needle Felting Tutorial For Beginners | How to Make Needle Felted ...

Jul 9, 2022 - This simple needle felting hamster tutorial comes from Qiu Qiu, an uploader at Bilibili.
Qiu Qiu is very skilled, and the cute hamster is her favorite. Today we are here to share ...

Morningstar DBRS Releases Canadian CMBS Monthly Statistics ...
Oct 8, 2024 - The monthly statistics report breaks down outstanding delinquencies by vintage in the
Canadian market, comparing month-to-month delinquency rate changes in conduit-only ...

Canadian CMBS delinquency rate inches higher - Green Street ...
Dec 3, 2024 - The delinquency rate for all outstanding securitized loans in Canada ticked up to 1.9%
in October from 1.2% the month prior, Morningstar DBRS reported. As of the end of ...

CMBS Research DBRS Morningstar CMBS Monthly ...
While property fundamentals have held up reasonably well, we expect to see the rate of contraction

to continue to decelerate amid a challenging macroeconomic backdrop. Among the ...

DBRS Morningstar CMBS Monthly Highlights—July Remittance: CMBS ...
Aug 10, 2023 - -- The delinquency rate for loans packaged in U.S. commercial mortgage-backed
securities (CMBS) rose to its highest level since February 2022, surging 31 basis points (bps) ...

Canadian CMBS loan delinquency rate drops in July: Morningstar DBRS
Aug 22, 2024 - Our global organization maintains information barriers to ensure the independence of

and distinction between our non-regulated and regulated businesses.

DBRS Morningstar CMBS Monthly Highlights—June Remittance: Delinquency ...



Jul 14, 2023 - -- The delinquency rate for loans packaged in U.S. commercial mortgage-backed
securities (CMBS) rose for the third straight month to 3.84%, up 20 basis points (bps) from May.

Morningstar DBRS CMBS Monthly Highlights—December ...
Jan 22, 2024 - -- The delinquency rate for loans packaged in U.S. commercial mortgage-backed
securities (CMBS) fell 3 basis points (bps) to 4.16% in December, up 135 bps since December ...

US CMBS Delinquency Rate Surges in September; Largest ...
Oct 4, 2024 - The office, retail, and multifamily delinquency rates increased by 54 bps, 88 bps, and
38 bps, respectively; these are the largest month-over-month changes recorded since the ...

CMBS multifamily servicing, delinquency rates fall in June
Jul 22, 2025 - A year ago, the rate for commercial mortgage-backed securities was 5.17%, according
to a report from Trepp. Multifamily CMBS loan delinquencies for apartments fell 20 ...

CMBS Delinquency, Special Servicing Rates Increase

Jan 5, 2023 - The commercial mortgage-backed securities delinquency and special servicing rates
both increased in November, according to Trepp LLC and DBRS Morningstar. Trepp said ...

Unlock the themes and analysis of "The Interlopers" with our comprehensive study guide. Perfect for
students and enthusiasts. Learn more today!
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