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Words and Music by
BART MILLARD
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Sheet music | Can Only Imagine is a crucial resource for musicians and worship leaders who wish to
perform this powerful contemporary Christian song. Written by Bart Millard, the frontman of the band
MercyMe, "I Can Only Imagine" has touched countless hearts since its release in 2001. The song is a
poignant reflection on hope, faith, and the anticipation of meeting God in heaven. In this article, we
will delve into the song's background, its musical structure, the significance of its lyrics, and how to

access and interpret the sheet music for both beginners and advanced musicians.

Background of the Song



The Inspiration Behind "I Can Only Imagine"

The inspiration for "I Can Only Imagine" came from Bart Millard's personal experiences, particularly
the loss of his father. Millard's father passed away after a long battle with cancer, an event that
profoundly impacted him and fueled his desire to explore what it might be like to be in the presence
of God. This emotional backdrop gives the song its depth and sincerity, resonating with many who
have experienced loss and yearn for a reunion with loved ones in the afterlife.

Chart Performance and Popularity

"l Can Only Imagine" quickly became a staple in Christian music. Here are some key highlights of its
success:

1. Billboard Achievements: The song reached number one on the Billboard Hot Christian Songs chart
and remained there for an impressive consecutive weeks.

2. Awards: It has received numerous awards, including the Dove Award for Song of the Year.

3. Cultural Impact: The song has been featured in various films, TV shows, and even a biographical
movie about the band MercyMe, further cementing its place in popular culture.

Musical Structure

Overview of the Composition

"I Can Only Imagine" is known for its simple yet powerful musical structure. It typically follows a
standard verse-chorus format and is characterized by:

- Key: The original recording is in the key of E major, which gives it a bright and uplifting sound.

- Time Signature: The song is set in a 4/4 time signature, making it accessible for musicians of all skill
levels.

Chord Progressions

For those looking to play "I Can Only Imagine," understanding the chord progressions is essential. The
song primarily uses the following chords:

1. Verse Chords: E-B-Cm - A
2. Chorus Chords: E-B-A-E

This straightforward progression allows for easy transitions, making it suitable for both guitarists and
pianists.



Melody and Vocal Range

The melody of "I Can Only Imagine" is both haunting and beautiful. It features a moderate vocal
range, making it accessible for most singers. The song begins softly, allowing the vocalist to build
emotion before reaching a climactic point in the chorus.

- Vocal Range: The song typically spans from G3 to C5, accommodating a wide range of vocalists.
- Dynamics: The dynamics transition from soft and reflective in the verses to powerful and majestic in
the chorus, mirroring the lyrics' emotional journey.

Significance of the Lyrics

Thematic Elements

The lyrics of "I Can Only Imagine" explore themes of hope, faith, and the longing for divine
connection. Some key thematic elements include:

- Anticipation of Heaven: The lyrics describe the awe and wonder of imagining what it will be like to be
in God's presence.

- Personal Reflection: The song encourages listeners to reflect on their own faith journeys and what
they hope for in the afterlife.

- Emotional Healing: For many, the song serves as a source of comfort during times of grief and loss.

Lyric Breakdown

To understand the song's emotional depth, let's break down a few key lines:

- “l can only imagine what it will be like”: This line captures the essence of human curiosity about the
afterlife.

- “Surrounded by Your glory”: Here, the lyrics evoke a sense of peace and fulfillment that comes from
being in God's presence.

- “Will I dance for You, Jesus?”: This line expresses a longing for an intimate and joyful relationship
with God.

Accessing the Sheet Music

Where to Find Sheet Music

For musicians interested in performing "I Can Only Imagine," there are several places to find sheet
music:



1. Online Music Retailers: Websites like Musicnotes and Sheet Music Plus offer downloadable sheet
music for various instruments, including piano and guitar.

2. Church Music Collections: Many church hymnals and worship resources include contemporary
songs like "I Can Only Imagine." Check with your local church or community library.

3. Mobile Apps: Apps such as Ultimate Guitar and Chordify provide chord charts and tabs that can be
accessed on-the-go.

Transposing the Music

If the original key of E major does not suit your vocal range, consider transposing the music. Most
sheet music platforms allow you to change the key easily. Here are some common transpositions:

- Down a Whole Step: D major (D - A- Bm - G)
- Up a Whole Step: F major (F - C- Dm - B)

Transposing can help make the song more comfortable for both vocalists and instrumentalists.

Tips for Performing the Song

Practice Techniques

To deliver a heartfelt performance of "I Can Only Imagine," consider the following practice techniques:

- Slow it Down: Begin practicing at a slower tempo to master the chord changes and melody before
gradually increasing the speed.

- Use a Metronome: This helps keep a steady rhythm, especially during parts of the song that may
have dynamic shifts.

- Record Yourself: Listening to your own practice sessions can provide valuable insights into areas for
improvement.

Emotional Connection

When performing the song, aim to connect emotionally with your audience:

- Visualize the Message: While singing, visualize the imagery the lyrics evoke. This can help convey
emotion and sincerity.

- Engage with the Audience: Make eye contact and encourage congregational participation, especially
during the chorus.



Conclusion

Sheet music | Can Only Imagine serves as a vital tool for musicians and worship leaders who want to
share this moving song with their congregations or audiences. With its rich background, simple yet
effective musical structure, and profound lyrics, "I Can Only Imagine" continues to inspire and uplift.
Whether you are a beginner learning to play or an experienced musician preparing for a performance,
understanding the song's elements can help you convey its powerful message effectively. Ultimately,
it is a song of hope, one that invites listeners to reflect on their faith and the promise of eternity. So
grab your instrument, access the sheet music, and let the beauty of "I Can Only Imagine" resonate
through your music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the song 'l Can Only Imagine'?

'I Can Only Imagine' was written by Bart Millard, the lead singer of the Christian band MercyMe. It was
released on their 2001 album 'Almost There' and has since become one of the most popular
contemporary Christian songs.

Is sheet music for 'l Can Only Imagine' available for different
instruments?

Yes, sheet music for 'l Can Only Imagine' is available for various instruments including piano, guitar,
and vocals, making it accessible for different musicians.

Where can | find sheet music for 'l Can Only Imagine'?

Sheet music for 'l Can Only Imagine' can be found on various music retail websites, including Sheet
Music Plus, Musicnotes, and Amazon, as well as in music stores.

Are there any popular versions or arrangements of 'l Can Only
Imagine'?

Yes, there are many popular arrangements of 'l Can Only Imagine,' including piano solo versions,
choral arrangements, and orchestral adaptations, catering to different performance settings.

What are some tips for playing 'l Can Only Imagine' on piano?

When playing 'l Can Only Imagine' on piano, focus on the emotional expression of the piece, practice
the chord transitions slowly, and pay attention to dynamics to enhance the overall performance.

Has 'l Can Only Imagine' been featured in any films or media?

'l Can Only Imagine' was adapted into a feature film released in 2018, which tells the story behind the
song and its impact on the lives of many.



What themes are explored in the lyrics of 'l Can Only
Imagine'?

The lyrics of 'l Can Only Imagine' explore themes of hope, faith, and the anticipation of meeting God
in heaven, reflecting a deep longing for eternal life.

Can 'l Can Only Imagine' be used in church services?

Yes, 'l Can Only Imagine'is commonly used in worship services, memorials, and other religious
gatherings due to its powerful message and emotional resonance.

Who are some artists that have covered 'l Can Only Imagine'?

Many artists have covered 'l Can Only Imagine,' including Christian artists like Chris Tomlin and
Michael W. Smith, as well as various choirs and worship bands.
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"Discover sheet music for 'I Can Only Imagine' to elevate your musical performances. Access
arrangements for all skill levels and learn more today!"
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