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When [ was a kid

[ used to think that pork chops and karate chops
Were the same thing

[ thought they were both pork chops

And because my grandmother thought it was cute
And because they were my favourite

She let me keep doing it

Shane Koyczan’s “To This Day” Lyrics: A Profound Exploration of Bullying and
Resilience

Shane Koyczan, a Canadian spoken word artist, poet, and writer, has made
significant contributions to contemporary poetry, particularly through his
powerful work, “To This Day.” This piece resonates deeply with audiences, as
it addresses the pervasive issue of bullying, its long-lasting effects, and
the journey toward healing and self-acceptance. The lyrics of “To This Day”
serve as a poignant reminder of the struggles faced by many individuals,
particularly during their formative years. In this article, we will explore
the themes, impact, and significance of Koyczan’s work while delving into the
lyrics and their implications.

Understanding the Themes of “To This Day”

Koyczan’s “To This Day” is not just a poem; it’s a movement that sheds light
on the emotional ramifications of bullying. The themes woven throughout the
lyrics can be categorized into several key areas:

1. The Impact of Bullying

The lyrics poignantly encapsulate the long-term psychological effects of
bullying. Koyczan’s use of vivid imagery allows the audience to feel the pain
and isolation experienced by those targeted. He emphasizes that bullying
doesn’t end in childhood; instead, it leaves scars that can last a lifetime.



2. Resilience and Healing

Amidst the somber subject matter, Koyczan also highlights themes of
resilience and the possibility of healing. He illustrates that while bullying
can inflict deep wounds, individuals have the strength to overcome their
circumstances. The message of hope is a central pillar of the poenm,
encouraging listeners to find their voice and reclaim their narrative.

3. The Importance of Community

Koyczan emphasizes the role of community in combating bullying. Through
camaraderie and support, individuals can find solace and strength. The lyrics
encourage listeners to stand together against bullying, fostering an
environment where acceptance and kindness prevail.

The Structure and Style of “To This Day”

The lyrical structure of “To This Day” is notable for its rhythmic flow and
emotive language. Koyczan employs various literary devices that enhance the
poem’s impact:

e Imagery: Koyczan'’s use of vivid imagery allows listeners to visualize
the emotional and physical toll of bullying. Phrases are crafted to
evoke strong emotional responses, making the message all the more
powerful.

e Repetition: Strategic repetition throughout the poem reinforces key
themes and ideas, embedding them in the audience’s mind. This technique
serves to echo the persistent nature of bullying.

e Metaphor and Simile: Koyczan effectively uses metaphorical language to
compare experiences of bullying to broader human conditions, making the
message relatable to a wider audience.

The Significance of “To This Day”

“To This Day” has transcended mere poetry; it has become a cultural
phenomenon, inspiring discussions about bullying and mental health. Its
significance can be examined from various angles:



1. Educational Impact

Many educators have integrated “To This Day” into their curricula, using it
as a teaching tool to discuss the effects of bullying, empathy, and
resilience. The poem serves as a catalyst for meaningful conversations among
students, fostering awareness and understanding.

2. Online Movement and Community Support

The poem gained traction through social media platforms, where it was shared
widely, reaching a global audience. Koyczan's performance, paired with a
visually striking animation, has brought together communities advocating
against bullying. The hashtag ToThisDay has become synonymous with anti-
bullying campaigns, encouraging individuals to share their stories and
support one another.

3. Personal Empowerment

Listeners have found empowerment in Koyczan’s words. The poem resonates with
those who have experienced bullying, providing validation and encouragement.
By sharing his own experiences, Koyczan opens the door for others to express
their feelings, fostering a sense of solidarity among individuals who have
faced similar challenges.

Analyzing Key Lines from the Lyrics

To fully appreciate the depth of Koyczan’s message, it’s essential to analyze
specific lines from “To This Day.” Here are some key excerpts and their
implications:

1. “They’ll tell you that you’re lucky, it’s all in your head.”
This line highlights the dismissive nature of bullying and mental health
struggles. It underscores the tendency of society to downplay the
experiences of those affected by bullying, reinforcing the need for
empathy and understanding.

2. “You have to be tough.”
Koyczan challenges the notion that toughness equates to silence. This
line advocates for vulnerability and encourages individuals to
acknowledge their pain rather than suppress it.



3. “You are more than the sum of your parts.”
This powerful assertion speaks to the inherent worth of every
individual. It is a reminder that one’s identity cannot be defined by
the cruelty of others, promoting self-acceptance and love.

The Legacy of “To This Day”

Koyczan’s “To This Day” has left an indelible mark on the literary and
cultural landscape. Its legacy is evident in several ways:

1. Advocacy for Mental Health

The poem has sparked conversations surrounding mental health, encouraging
individuals to seek help and support. By articulating the emotional struggles
associated with bullying, Koyczan has contributed to the destigmatization of
mental health issues.

2. Influence on Contemporary Poetry

“To This Day” has inspired a new generation of poets and spoken word artists.
Koyczan’s unique style and approach have paved the way for others to explore
similar themes in their work, creating a ripple effect in the literary
community.

3. Continued Relevance

As bullying remains a relevant issue in society, “To This Day” continues to
resonate with audiences of all ages. Its timeless message of resilience,
community, and self-acceptance ensures that it will remain a vital part of
discussions around bullying and mental health for years to come.

Conclusion

Shane Koyczan'’s “To This Day” lyrics serve as a powerful testament to the
complexities of bullying and the human spirit. Through his evocative language
and poignant themes, Koyczan has created a work that not only raises
awareness but also inspires hope and resilience. As we reflect on the impact
of this piece, it is essential to continue the conversation surrounding
bullying and mental health, fostering a world where kindness and



understanding prevail. In doing so, we honor Koyczan'’s message and contribute
to a brighter future for those affected by bullying.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Shane Koyczan's poem 'To
This Day'?

The main theme of 'To This Day' revolves around the lasting impact of
bullying and the emotional scars it leaves on individuals. Koyczan emphasizes
the importance of self-acceptance and resilience in the face of adversity.

How does Shane Koyczan use imagery in 'To This Day'?

Koyczan employs vivid imagery throughout 'To This Day' to illustrate the pain
and trauma experienced by those who are bullied. This use of imagery helps to
evoke strong emotions in the audience and highlights the severity of the
issue.

What techniques does Koyczan use to engage his
audience in 'To This Day'?

Koyczan uses various techniques such as repetition, personal anecdotes, and
powerful metaphors to engage his audience. These techniques create a
relatable and impactful narrative that resonates with listeners.

How has 'To This Day' influenced conversations about
bullying?

‘To This Day' has significantly influenced conversations about bullying by
raising awareness and encouraging discussions around mental health, self-
worth, and the long-term effects of bullying on individuals.

What role does personal experience play in 'To This
Day'?

Personal experience plays a crucial role in 'To This Day' as Koyczan shares
his own experiences with bullying, making the poem more authentic and
relatable. This personal touch helps to connect with others who have faced
similar challenges.

Why is 'To This Day' considered a powerful spoken
word piece?

'To This Day' is considered a powerful spoken word piece due to its emotional
depth, eloquent delivery, and the universal themes of struggle and
resilience. Koyczan's performance adds an extra layer of intensity to the



message.

What impact has 'To This Day' had on anti-bullying
initiatives?
‘To This Day' has inspired various anti-bullying initiatives and programs

aimed at promoting kindness, empathy, and support for victims of bullying,
encouraging schools and communities to take action against bullying.

How can 'To This Day' be used as an educational
tool?

'To This Day' can be used as an educational tool in classrooms to facilitate
discussions about bullying, self-esteem, and mental health, helping students
to understand the consequences of bullying and the importance of compassion.

Where can I find the lyrics to 'To This Day' by
Shane Koyczan?

The lyrics to 'To This Day' can be found on various lyric websites, as well
as in video descriptions on platforms like YouTube, where Koyczan's
performance of the poem is featured.
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