
Sharyl Attkisson Political Affiliation

Sharyl Attkisson's Political Affiliation is a topic that has sparked considerable debate and curiosity. As
an investigative journalist and former correspondent for CBS News, Attkisson has made a name for
herself through her reporting on various political issues, scandals, and controversies. Her political
stance and affiliations have often been scrutinized, especially as her work has touched on sensitive
topics that intersect with partisan lines. This article seeks to explore her political affiliations, the
implications of her work, and her ongoing influence in contemporary media.

Background of Sharyl Attkisson

Sharyl Attkisson was born on January 26, 1961, in Washington, D.C. She graduated from the
University of Maryland with a degree in broadcast journalism. Over her career, she has worked for
several prestigious news organizations, including CNN and CBS News, where she gained recognition
for her investigative reporting. Her work often delves into controversial issues, leading her to cover
topics such as the Benghazi attack, Fast and Furious gun-running scandal, and the Affordable Care
Act.

Career Milestones

1. Early Career: Attkisson began her career at a local television station before moving to CNN, where
she worked as a producer and correspondent.
2. CBS News: She joined CBS in 1993 and served as a correspondent for various programs, including
"CBS Evening News" and "Face the Nation."
3. Investigative Reporting: Attkisson is particularly known for her investigative pieces that often
challenge government narratives or highlight issues that are overlooked by mainstream media.



Political Affiliation and Perspectives

While Sharyl Attkisson has been labeled as a conservative journalist, her political affiliation is more
complex than a simple categorization. Her work has drawn criticism and praise from various sides of
the political spectrum.

Critique of Partisan Media

One of the defining aspects of Attkisson's career is her critique of what she perceives as a biased
media landscape. She has expressed concerns about:

- Media Bias: Attkisson argues that many media outlets display a clear partisan bias, particularly those
that align with liberal values.
- Journalistic Integrity: She emphasizes the importance of journalistic integrity and the need for
reporters to pursue the truth, regardless of political affiliations.

Perceived Conservative Leanings

Attkisson's conservative leanings, particularly in her later career, have made her a polarizing figure:

- Allegations of Bias: Critics accuse her of bringing a conservative bias to her reporting, especially
during her coverage of the Obama administration and her investigations into various Democratic
figures.
- Support from Conservatives: Conversely, many conservatives view her as a champion of truth in
journalism, applauding her willingness to tackle contentious issues that other journalists might avoid.

Key Investigative Reports

Throughout her career, Attkisson has produced several high-profile investigative reports that have
had significant political implications. Some of her notable investigations include:

Benghazi Attack

- Context: Attkisson's reporting on the 2012 Benghazi attack involved questioning the government’s
response and the narrative surrounding the events.
- Impact: Her work contributed to ongoing debates about accountability and transparency in
government.

Fast and Furious Scandal



- Overview: This investigation focused on a botched operation by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) that allowed firearms to be sold to suspected criminals.
- Consequences: Attkisson's reporting illuminated the failures of the government and led to
congressional hearings.

Health Policies and Vaccines

- Controversy: In her later work, Attkisson has reported on vaccine safety, raising questions that have
resonated with both supporters and detractors in the public health community.
- Responses: Her stance has drawn criticism from public health advocates who argue that it fuels
vaccine hesitancy.

Media Independence and Challenges

Sharyl Attkisson has faced significant challenges in her career, particularly regarding her
independence as a journalist.

Allegations of Censorship

Attkisson has claimed that her work has been subject to censorship, particularly during her time at
CBS News. She alleges that management attempted to suppress stories that were critical of the
Obama administration.

- Example Cases: She has cited specific instances where her investigations were downplayed or
altered due to perceived political sensitivities.

Transition to Independent Media

In response to the challenges she faced in mainstream media, Attkisson launched her own
independent media venture:

- Website and Programming: She created SharylAttkisson.com and began producing her own content,
focusing on issues she believes are underreported or misrepresented in mainstream media.
- Books and Speaking Engagements: Attkisson has authored several books on media bias and the
importance of investigative journalism, further establishing her voice outside traditional media
frameworks.

Public Perception and Influence

Sharyl Attkisson's political affiliations and journalistic practices have made her a prominent figure in
the ongoing discussion about media bias and integrity.



Supporters and Critics

- Supporters: Many conservatives view her as a dedicated journalist fighting against a biased media
landscape and appreciate her willingness to tackle controversial topics.
- Critics: Conversely, some believe her reporting lacks objectivity and accuse her of promoting
conspiracy theories.

Impact on Journalism

Attkisson’s career reflects broader trends in journalism, particularly concerning:

- The Rise of Independent Media: Her transition to independent media underscores the growing trend
of journalists seeking to escape perceived biases in traditional outlets.
- Calls for Accountability: Her work has sparked discussions about accountability in journalism,
especially regarding how reporters handle politically sensitive topics.

Conclusion

In summary, Sharyl Attkisson's political affiliation is complex and often debated. While her work has
garnered significant support from conservative circles, it has also drawn criticism for perceived bias.
As an investigative journalist, her contributions to major political stories have shaped public discourse
and underscored the importance of independent journalism. In an era marked by increasing
polarization and media skepticism, Attkisson's career serves as both a reflection and a challenge to
the standards of contemporary journalism. As she continues to publish her work independently, the
conversation surrounding her political affiliations and journalistic integrity will undoubtedly persist.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Sharyl Attkisson's political affiliation?
Sharyl Attkisson is often characterized as a conservative journalist, but she has not explicitly declared
a formal political affiliation.

Has Sharyl Attkisson faced criticism for her political views?
Yes, Sharyl Attkisson has faced criticism for her reporting style and perceived bias, particularly
regarding her coverage of the Obama administration and her stance on various political issues.

How does Sharyl Attkisson's political stance influence her
journalism?
Attkisson's conservative viewpoints are believed to influence her choice of stories and the framing of
issues, leading some critics to accuse her of promoting partisan narratives.



What are some notable controversies involving Sharyl
Attkisson?
Notable controversies include her coverage of the Benghazi attack and the Fast and Furious scandal,
which some argue reflect her partisan leanings.

Has Sharyl Attkisson worked with any political organizations?
Yes, she has collaborated with various conservative organizations and media outlets, further
cementing her reputation as a journalist with a conservative perspective.
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