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Sarah Plain and Tall is a timeless novel written by Patricia MacLachlan that
tells the story of a family in the late 19th century and the impact of a new
woman in their lives. This study guide aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of the book, including its themes, characters, and significant plot
points. Designed for students and educators alike, this guide will help
deepen the understanding of the novel and its underlying messages.

Overview of the Novel

Setting:
The story is set on the vast plains of the American Midwest during the late
1800s. The backdrop of the prairie is essential to the narrative, symbolizing



both isolation and the beauty of nature.

Plot Summary:
The novel follows a widower, Jacob Witting, and his two children, Anna and
Caleb, as they await the arrival of Sarah, a woman who has answered Jacob’s
advertisement for a mail-order bride. The story unfolds through Anna’s
perspective as she navigates the complexities of welcoming a new mother
figure into their home.

Main Characters

1. Anna Witting
- The narrator of the story, Anna is a thoughtful and sensitive girl who
deeply cares for her family. She is eager to find a mother figure in Sarah
and feels a mixture of excitement and apprehension about the changes that are
coming.

2. Caleb Witting
- Anna's younger brother, Caleb is a lively and playful boy who is
enthusiastic about the prospect of having Sarah in their lives. His innocence
and love for adventure often lighten the mood.

3. Jacob Witting
- The father of Anna and Caleb, Jacob is depicted as a hardworking farmer who
is still mourning the loss of his wife. He is kind and protective, but he
also struggles with the idea of moving on.

4. Sarah Wheaton
- The titular character, Sarah is a strong and independent woman from Maine
who comes to the prairies to marry Jacob. Her character embodies resilience
and adaptability as she learns to embrace her new life.

Themes

1. Family and Relationships
- The novel explores the dynamics of family, particularly the bond between
siblings and the transition from loss to love. The relationship between Anna,
Caleb, and Sarah evolves as they learn to trust and support one another.

2. Change and Adaptation
- Change is a central theme, illustrated through Sarah's journey from Maine
to the plains and her adjustment to a new way of life. The characters must
learn to adapt to new circumstances, highlighting the resilience of the human
spirit.

3. Loneliness and Belonging



- The feelings of loneliness experienced by each character, especially after
the loss of the mother, are palpable. As Sarah integrates into the family,
the theme of belonging emerges, showcasing the importance of connection and
love.

4. Nature and Environment
- The setting of the plains is not just a backdrop; it plays a crucial role
in shaping the characters' experiences. The beauty and harshness of nature
reflect their emotional journeys and the challenges they face.

Important Plot Points

1. Arrival of Sarah
- The anticipation surrounding Sarah's arrival sets the tone for the story.
Anna and Caleb's excitement is intermingled with uncertainty, showcasing the
emotional stakes involved.

2. Sarah's Adjustment
- As Sarah settles into her new life, she faces challenges such as the
vastness of the prairie and the unfamiliarity of the farming lifestyle. Her
willingness to adapt is key to her acceptance by the family.

3. The Bonding Moments
- Special moments between Sarah and the children, such as sharing stories and
engaging in daily chores, highlight the growing bond. These interactions are
pivotal in establishing a family connection.

4. Conflict and Resolution
- A moment of tension arises when Anna fears that Sarah might leave them,
echoing her earlier feelings of loss. This conflict is resolved through open
communication and shared experiences, strengthening their family ties.

Discussion Questions

1. How does the setting of the plains influence the characters’ development
throughout the story?
- Discuss the significance of the prairie as both a physical and emotional
landscape.

2. In what ways does Sarah's character challenge traditional gender roles of
the time?
- Analyze how Sarah's independence and strength contribute to her role within
the family.

3. What is the impact of loss on Anna and Caleb, and how do they cope with
their feelings?



- Explore the different coping mechanisms employed by the siblings and how
these affect their relationship.

4. How does the author use imagery to enhance the themes of the novel?
- Identify specific examples of imagery related to nature and emotions, and
discuss their significance.

Literary Devices

1. Symbolism
- The prairie itself symbolizes both freedom and isolation. It represents the
vast opportunities for growth while also highlighting the loneliness that can
accompany such an expansive landscape.

2. Imagery
- MacLachlan uses vivid imagery to paint a picture of the natural
environment, enhancing the reader's understanding of the characters'
emotional states and the beauty of their surroundings.

3. Foreshadowing
- Subtle hints throughout the narrative foreshadow the eventual acceptance of
Sarah into the family, building anticipation for the reader.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Sarah Plain and Tall is a rich and profound novel that delves
into themes of family, change, and belonging. Through its well-developed
characters and evocative setting, the book captures the complexities of human
relationships and the resilience required to overcome loss. This study guide
serves as a resource for readers to engage deeply with the text, fostering a
better understanding of the novel's enduring messages. Whether used in a
classroom setting or for personal study, the insights offered here aim to
enhance the reading experience and encourage thoughtful discussion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Sarah, Plain
and Tall'?
The main themes include family, love, loss, and the importance of belonging.
The story explores how Sarah's arrival impacts the family's dynamics and
their journey towards acceptance and connection.



How does the setting influence the story in 'Sarah,
Plain and Tall'?
The setting in the prairies during the early 1900s plays a crucial role in
the narrative. It reflects the challenges of rural life, the isolation of the
characters, and the beauty of nature, which affects the characters' emotions
and relationships.

What character traits define Sarah in 'Sarah, Plain
and Tall'?
Sarah is depicted as strong, independent, and nurturing. Her resilience and
adaptability are highlighted as she adjusts to her new life and forms bonds
with the family, especially with the children.

What is the significance of the title 'Sarah, Plain
and Tall'?
The title signifies Sarah's straightforward and unpretentious nature. It
emphasizes her practicality and the contrast between her simplicity and the
complexities of her emotional journey and the family's expectations.

How do the children in 'Sarah, Plain and Tall'
respond to Sarah's arrival?
The children initially feel a mix of curiosity and apprehension about Sarah's
arrival. As they get to know her, they gradually develop a strong bond,
learning to trust and love her as part of their family.
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请问Sarah这个英文名字什么寓意？象征着什么、代表什么、求解 …
请问Sarah这个英文名字什么寓意？象征着什么、代表什么、求解、谢谢！1、做人名的时候，“Sara”在不同的国家有不同的意义、寓意、代表，具体如下：（1）希伯来语：“高贵的
妇女”或者“公主”（不同于“Sarah”在圣

sarah这个英文名怎么读 - 百度知道
sarah这个英文名怎么读音标： ['sɛrə]，（音译：萨拉）具体音标请参考下方的48英语因素分列表扩展资料：n. 莎拉（女子名）；萨拉（《圣经》中的人物）词组短语：sarah
palin 萨拉·佩林（阿拉斯加州州

英文名“Sarah”用中文翻译是什么意思？_百度知道

https://soc.up.edu.ph/28-font/pdf?docid=wmx47-9820&title=holt-mcdougal-literature-grade-7-pacing-guide.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/28-font/pdf?docid=wmx47-9820&title=holt-mcdougal-literature-grade-7-pacing-guide.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/52-snap/pdf?title=sarah-plain-and-tall-study-guide.pdf&trackid=Wgt26-1944


莎拉。 Sarah 1、读音： ['seirə] 2、名字性别：女孩英文名。 3、来源语种： 古英语 、德语。 4、名字寓意：公主。 英文名使用常识： 英文名的英文意思是English
name，各国比较流行英文名，因为世界各国交流多了，有了英文名更方便交流。英语姓名的一般结构为：教名 自取名 姓。如 William·Jefferson ...

sarah怎么读，译成中文是什么意思_百度知道
Sarah ： 1、英 [ˈsɛərə] 2、美 [ˈsɛrə； ˈsærə] 一、Sarah (也叫做Sara) ，是在历史上使用很广泛的女性名字，深入各种各样的文化，遍及世界各处。但一
些的字典里，它也常常译作“公主”。 二、在英语中“Sarah”时而拼作“Sara”。这种形式通常念作/sɑrɑ/ (SAR-ah)，在法语、意大利语和荷兰语中 …

英文名sara和sarah的区别 - 百度知道
Dec 3, 2023 · 英文名sara和sarah的区别拼写方式不同、发音差异不同、含义不同等区别。。1、拼写方式不同：sara的拼写为“S-A-R-A”，而sarah的拼写
为“S-A-R-A-H”。这两种拼写方式在一个字母上有所不同，sarah多了一个“h”。2、

sarah paulson 为什么叫香蕉姐_百度知道
sarah paulson 为什么叫香蕉姐这是因为她饰演的一个角色叫香蕉，所以她才叫香蕉姐。《美国恐怖故事》第二季主题为《疯人院》，sarah paulson在其中饰演了一个角
色叫做Lana，而这个角色在电视剧中还有一个外号叫做“L

“Sarah”怎么发音？_百度知道
Sarah的发音：ˈse (ə)rə 释义：中文意思也叫做萨拉，一种护肤品的名字；莎拉，女子的名字 例句：How did you meet Sarah? 你是怎么遇到莎拉的？
Sarah never joins in (with us), she always plays on her own. 莎拉经常自己一个人玩，一向不和我们一起玩的。 扩展资料： 在英语
中“Sarah”时而拼作“Sara”。这种形式通常 ...

ok,okay,okey三个词有什么区别_百度知道
Jul 28, 2024 · ok，okay，okey三个词都表示同意或确认，但在实际使用中存在一定的细微区别。 区别解释： 1. 词源和拼写差异 * ok：此词源于美国口语中的常用缩
写，表示“okay”。随着其在网络时代的广泛应用，逐渐成为一个普遍接受的简单确认词。拼写为OK，使用较为广泛。 * okay：这是一个标准的英语形容词和 ...

英语中表达并列，and前加不加逗号？ - 知乎
Mar 22, 2016 · 这个用在and和or前面、有三者及以上并列时的逗号叫做 serial comma，或者series comma、 Oxford comma 、
Harvard comma。 基本原则 简单来说，加不加这个逗号，主要是习惯和地域问题。 绝大部分的美国出版写作规范（style）都会要求加上这个逗号；而大部分的英国出版写作
规范则反对使用serial comma或者认为它可 ...

《莎拉和乖乖鸭sarah and duck》第一季中文版40集+英文版40 …
《莎拉和乖乖鸭sarah and duck》第一季中文版40集+英文版40集，网盘的链接有没有呀～ 搜索资料 我来答 分享 举报
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请问Sarah这个英文名字什么寓意？象征着什么、代表什么、求解、谢谢！1、做人名的时候，“Sara”在不同的国家有不同的意义、寓意、代表，具体如下：（1）希伯来语：“高贵的
妇女” …
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Sarah ： 1、英 [ˈsɛərə] 2、美 [ˈsɛrə； ˈsærə] 一、Sarah (也叫做Sara) ，是在历史上使用很广泛的女性名字，深入各种各样的文化，遍及世界各处。但一
些的字典里，它也常常译作“公主”。 二 …
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sarah paulson 为什么叫香蕉姐_百度知道
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