Science Olympiad Write It Do It

Write It Do It

* One student writes the description of an
object and the other student must build it...
using only the written instructions.

Science Olympiad Write It Do It is an engaging and educational competition
that fosters creativity, teamwork, and scientific understanding among
students. This event challenges participants to communicate complex ideas
effectively and emphasizes the importance of clear instructions, observation,
and collaboration. In this article, we will explore the structure of the
Write It Do It event, the skills it cultivates, tips for success, and the
broader impact of Science Olympiad competitions on students.

Understanding Write It Do It

Write It Do It is a unique event featured in the Science Olympiad, a national
science competition designed to encourage students to excel in various
scientific disciplines. The Write It Do It event typically involves two
participants: one who writes detailed instructions for building a model, and
the other who constructs the model based solely on those instructions. This
event emphasizes communication, precision, and thinking on one's feet, making
it a critical exercise in both scientific and everyday contexts.

Event Structure

The Write It Do It event follows a structured format that allows participants
to demonstrate their skills effectively. Here is an overview of how the event
is typically organized:

1. Preparation:
— Teams consist of two members.
— The event is usually conducted in a designated area equipped with a variety



of materials (e.g., blocks, clay, paper, scissors, etc.) for model building.

2. Model Creation:

— Prior to the event, one participant (the "Writer") is presented with a
model that has been constructed using the available materials. This model is
kept hidden from the second participant (the "Builder").

- The Writer examines the model for a set amount of time and then spends a
designated period writing down detailed instructions on how to recreate it.

3. Building Phase:

- After the instructions are written, the Builder is allowed to look at the
materials and follow the Writer's instructions to recreate the model without
seeing the original.

— The Builder can ask questions, but the Writer can only refer to their
written instructions.

4. Judging:

— Once the building phase is complete, judges evaluate the accuracy of the
constructed model against the original.

— Points are awarded based on how closely the model matches the original and
the clarity of the written instructions.

Key Skills Developed

Participating in Write It Do It helps students cultivate a variety of
essential skills. Some of the key abilities developed through this event
include:

1. Communication Skills

Effective communication is the cornerstone of success in Write It Do It. The
Writer must convey complex ideas in a clear and concise manner, while the
Builder must interpret and execute those instructions accurately. This event
teaches students to:

— Use precise language and terminology.
- Break down complex tasks into manageable steps.
— Provide context and explanations for each instruction.

2. Teamwork and Collaboration

Write It Do It emphasizes the importance of teamwork. Both participants must
work together harmoniously to achieve a common goal. This cooperative effort
fosters skills such as:

— Active listening and feedback.
— Conflict resolution and negotiation.
— Shared responsibility and mutual support.



3. Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving

The event also encourages participants to think critically and solve
problems. The Writer must anticipate potential challenges the Builder might
face and include solutions in their instructions. Conversely, the Builder
must adapt to any ambiguities in the instructions and think creatively to
resolve issues that arise during the building process.

4. Attention to Detail

Precision is wvital in Write It Do It. The Writer must pay close attention to
every aspect of the model, while the Builder must carefully follow the
instructions. This focus on detail helps students develop a greater
appreciation for:

— Accuracy in scientific endeavors.
— The importance of thoroughness in any task.

Preparation Tips for Success

To excel in Write It Do It, teams should adopt effective preparation
strategies. Here are some tips to help participants prepare for the
competition:

1. Practice Regularly

Regular practice is crucial for mastering the skills required in Write It Do
It. Teams should:

— Develop a routine that includes practice sessions.

— Create various models from different materials to simulate competition
conditions.

- Take turns being the Writer and Builder to understand both perspectives.

2. Focus on Communication

Effective communication is key. Teams can enhance their skills by:

- Engaging in activities that require clear verbal and written instructions,
like treasure hunts or cooking challenges.

— Practicing writing instructions for everyday tasks and having peers execute
them.

— Recording practice sessions to analyze communication styles.

3. Develop a Strategy

Having a clear strategy can improve performance. Teams should:



— Discuss and outline what information is crucial for building various types
of models.

— Create a checklist of essential elements to include in written
instructions.

— Establish guidelines for effective questioning during the building phase.

4. Learn from Feedback

After practice sessions, teams should seek feedback to improve. They can:

— Reflect on successes and areas for improvement after each practice.

— Ask for input from teachers or mentors regarding clarity, accuracy, and
detail in their instructions.

— Adjust their strategies based on feedback received.

The Broader Impact of Science Olympiad

Beyond the Write It Do It event, Science Olympiad as a whole has a
significant impact on students and education. Here are some ways in which
Science Olympiad contributes to the development of young scientists and
leaders:

1. Encouraging STEM Participation

Science Olympiad promotes interest and engagement in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) fields. By participating in hands-—
on challenges, students are inspired to:

- Explore scientific concepts in depth.

— Consider careers in STEM-related fields.
— Develop a lifelong love of learning.

2. Building a Community

Science Olympiad fosters a sense of community among students, educators, and
parents. Participants often form lasting friendships through teamwork and
collaboration. This sense of belonging can:

— Enhance social skills and emotional intelligence.

- Create a supportive network for pursuing academic and personal goals.
— Encourage students to mentor one another and share knowledge.

3. Developing Leadership Skills

Competing in Science Olympiad helps students develop essential leadership
skills. As they navigate challenges, they learn to:

— Take initiative and responsibility for their roles.



- Motivate and inspire teammates.
- Make decisions under pressure.

4. Preparing for Future Challenges

The skills honed through Science Olympiad, including critical thinking,
problem-solving, and resilience, prepare students for future academic and
life challenges. These skills are invaluable in:

— Higher education, where independent research and collaboration are
essential.

— The workforce, where adaptability and communication are crucial.

- Everyday life, where problem-solving is a daily necessity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Science Olympiad Write It Do It event is a dynamic and
enriching experience that not only challenges students to improve their
communication and teamwork skills but also prepares them for future success
in various fields. By fostering a love for science, encouraging participation
in STEM, and developing essential life skills, Science Olympiad plays a
crucial role in shaping the next generation of scientists, engineers, and
leaders. Whether you're a seasoned participant or new to the competition,
embracing the principles of Write It Do It can lead to a rewarding and
impactful journey in the world of science.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Science Olympiad Write It Do It event?

The Write It Do It event is a hands-on competition where one team member
describes an object to the other member who must recreate it using only the
written instructions provided.

What materials are allowed in the Write It Do It
event?

Participants can use any materials they choose to construct the object, but
they must ensure that the object can be described accurately using written
instructions.

How should participants prepare for the Write It Do
It event?

Participants should practice clear and concise communication, work on
descriptive writing skills, and engage in hands-on building exercises to
improve their construction techniques.



What skills are essential for success in the Write It
Do It event?

Key skills include effective communication, teamwork, spatial awareness,
problem-solving, and the ability to follow instructions accurately.

How is the Write It Do It event scored?

Scoring is typically based on the accuracy of the recreated object compared
to the original, as well as the clarity and completeness of the written
instructions.

Can participants use drawings or sketches in the
Write It Do It event?

No, participants are not allowed to use drawings or sketches; they must rely
solely on written descriptions to convey the details of the object.

What types of objects are commonly used in the Write
It Do It event?

Objects can range from simple geometric shapes to more complex structures,
often involving everyday items like toys, tools, or common classroom
supplies.

How many people are on a team for the Write It Do It
event?

Each team typically consists of two members who must work closely together to
succeed 1in the event.

What strategies can help improve communication during
the event?

Using clear, specific language, avoiding ambiguity, and practicing active
listening are all effective strategies to enhance communication between team
members.

Is there a specific format for the written
instructions in the Write It Do It event?

While there is no strict format, instructions should be organized logically,
include step-by-step guidance, and use precise terminology to ensure clarity.
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