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Sara Bareilles: The Blessed Unrest is not just an album; it is a profound
exploration of the human experience, a journey through vulnerability,
empowerment, and self-discovery. Released on July 16, 2013, this critically
acclaimed work from the talented singer-songwriter Sara Bareilles stands out
in her discography, showcasing her lyrical prowess and musical versatility.
The album features a blend of pop, rock, and soul, anchored by Bareilles'
powerful and emotive vocals, which resonate deeply with listeners.

Background and Context

Sara Bareilles, born on December 7, 1979, in Eureka, California, rose to fame
with her breakout single "Love Song" in 2007. This success paved the way for
her debut album, Little Voice, which showcased her unique songwriting ability
and soulful sound. Following the success of her first two albums, Bareilles
sought to evolve her music while maintaining her authentic voice. The Blessed
Unrest was born out of her desire to explore new themes and musical
landscapes, often drawing from her personal experiences and observations of
the world around her.



Production and Musical Style

The Blessed Unrest was produced by Bareilles along with longtime collaborator
Neal Avron. The album features a diverse range of musical styles,
incorporating elements of:

- Pop
- Rock
- Soul
- Jazz

This eclectic mix allows Bareilles to experiment with different sounds while
remaining true to her roots. The album is characterized by its strong piano-
driven melodies, intricate harmonies, and rich instrumentation, creating an
immersive listening experience.

Thematic Exploration

Thematically, The Blessed Unrest addresses a variety of topics, including
love, heartbreak, self-empowerment, and the quest for authenticity. Bareilles
draws upon her own life experiences, societal issues, and existential themes
to create a collection of songs that resonate with listeners on multiple
levels.

Key Themes

1. Vulnerability and Heartbreak:
- Many tracks explore the complexities of love and relationships.
- Songs like "I Choose You" and "The Light" highlight the joy and pain of
romantic connections.

2. Empowerment and Self-Discovery:
- The title track, "The Blessed Unrest," speaks to the struggle of finding
one's place in the world.
- It encourages listeners to embrace their uncertainties and challenges as
part of their journey.

3. Societal Reflections:
- Bareilles also touches on broader societal themes, addressing issues such
as gender equality and self-acceptance.
- The song "Brave" became an anthem for those advocating for authenticity and
courage in the face of adversity.



Track-by-Track Analysis

To fully appreciate the depth of The Blessed Unrest, it is essential to
analyze each track and its contribution to the overall narrative of the
album.

1. "Brave"

As the lead single, "Brave" immediately captures the listener's attention
with its infectious chorus and empowering message. The song encourages
individuals to speak their truth and embrace their identity, making it a
powerful anthem for self-acceptance and courage.

2. "I Choose You"

"I Choose You" is a heartfelt declaration of love, embodying the joy of
finding a soulmate. The catchy melody and optimistic lyrics convey a sense of
hope and commitment, making it a favorite among fans.

3. "The Blessed Unrest"

The title track reflects Bareilles' internal struggles and the concept of
unrest in the pursuit of one's dreams. It acknowledges the discomfort that
often accompanies growth while ultimately embracing that journey as
essential.

4. "Hold My Heart"

In "Hold My Heart," Bareilles explores the vulnerability of love and the fear
of emotional exposure. The poignant lyrics resonate with anyone who has
experienced the rollercoaster of relationships.

5. "Manhattan"

"Manhattan" is a bittersweet ode to lost love, capturing the essence of
nostalgia and longing. The delicate piano arrangement and Bareilles'
emotional delivery make this track particularly impactful.



6. "Little Black Dress"

This track exhibits a more playful side of Bareilles, celebrating the
excitement of a night out. The catchy beat and clever lyrics showcase her
ability to blend fun with deeper themes.

7. "The Light"

A reflective song about hope and encouragement, "The Light" serves as a
reminder to find positivity amid darkness. Its uplifting message resonates
with those facing challenges in life.

8. "Once Upon Another Time"

With its storytelling approach, this track delves into the complexities of
love and the stories we tell ourselves. The poetic lyrics and melodic
structure create a captivating listening experience.

9. "Ring the Bell"

"Ring the Bell" is a call to action, encouraging listeners to embrace change
and take risks. The song's upbeat tempo and motivational message make it an
empowering anthem.

10. "Eden"

In "Eden," Bareilles reflects on the idea of paradise lost. The song's
introspective lyrics explore themes of desire and the search for fulfillment,
offering a deeper look into her emotional landscape.

Reception and Impact

Upon its release, The Blessed Unrest received widespread critical acclaim and
commercial success. It debuted at number 2 on the Billboard 200 and was
nominated for several awards, including Grammy nominations for Best Pop Vocal
Album and Best American Roots Performance for "Brave."

The album's impact extended beyond commercial metrics, as it resonated with
listeners around the world. Many fans connected with its themes of
vulnerability and empowerment, finding solace in Bareilles' honest and



relatable songwriting. Additionally, "Brave" became an anthem within the
LGBTQ+ community, affirming the importance of self-expression and
authenticity.

Conclusion

Sara Bareilles' The Blessed Unrest is a remarkable album that encapsulates
the complexities of the human experience. Through its exploration of love,
vulnerability, and self-discovery, the album invites listeners to reflect on
their own journeys. Its blend of musical styles and poignant lyrics
solidifies Bareilles' place as a talented and influential artist in the
contemporary music landscape. As fans continue to connect with her work, The
Blessed Unrest remains a testament to the power of music to inspire, heal,
and unite.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Sara Bareilles' album 'The
Blessed Unrest'?
The main theme of 'The Blessed Unrest' revolves around personal growth,
resilience, and the struggles of navigating life’s challenges. It highlights
the importance of authenticity and embracing vulnerability.

Which song from 'The Blessed Unrest' gained
significant popularity and recognition?
'Brave' is the standout track from 'The Blessed Unrest', receiving widespread
acclaim for its empowering message about self-acceptance and courage.

How did Sara Bareilles describe her creative process
while making 'The Blessed Unrest'?
Sara Bareilles described her creative process as an exploration of her own
emotional landscape, blending personal experiences with broader societal
themes, which allowed her to connect deeply with her audience.

What impact did 'The Blessed Unrest' have on Sara
Bareilles' career?
'The Blessed Unrest' solidified Sara Bareilles' position in the music
industry, earning her multiple award nominations and critical acclaim, as
well as expanding her fanbase significantly.



Did 'The Blessed Unrest' receive any notable awards
or nominations?
Yes, 'The Blessed Unrest' received a Grammy nomination for Best Pop Vocal
Album, showcasing its critical success and the impact it had on both fans and
critics alike.
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