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The Savage Model 24 is a unique firearm that combines the features of a rifle and a
shotgun into one versatile platform. This combination has made it a favorite among
hunters, survivalists, and outdoor enthusiasts since its introduction in the early 20th
century. The Model 24 represents a significant chapter in the history of American firearms,
showcasing innovative design, practical utility, and a lasting legacy. In this article, we will
explore the origins, development, specifications, and cultural impact of the Savage Model
24.

Origins of the Savage Model 24

The Savage Model 24 was first introduced in 1939 by the Savage Arms Company, a
manufacturer with a long history of producing firearms since its founding in 1894. The idea
behind the Model 24 was to create a versatile, all-in-one firearm that could be used for
various hunting and shooting applications. This concept was particularly appealing during
the Great Depression when many individuals sought economical and practical solutions for
hunting and self-sufficiency.

Initially, the Model 24 was designed as a combination gun, featuring a shotgun barrel over
a rifle barrel. This configuration allowed hunters to engage both small game with the
shotgun and larger game with the rifle, making it an ideal choice for varied hunting
circumstances. The original models were available in different calibers and gauges, catering
to the diverse needs of hunters.

Development and Variants

Throughout its production run, the Savage Model 24 underwent several changes and
improvements. The following are some of the notable variants and developments:



Model 24 Series A

The first iteration, known as the Series A, was produced from 1939 to 1949. It featured a
variety of barrel combinations, including .22 LR/.410, .22 WRF/.410, and .22 Hornet/20
gauge. The Series A was characterized by its simple design, which included a single trigger
that activated both barrels, allowing for quick follow-up shots.

Model 24 Series B

In 1949, Savage introduced the Series B, which included several improvements over the
original design. The Series B featured a more refined stock design, improved sights, and a
stronger action. The availability of barrel combinations expanded, with options such as
.22/.20 gauge and .22/.12 gauge becoming popular among hunters.

Model 24 Series C

The Series C debuted in 1964 and continued production until the late 1980s. This version
included synthetic stocks, adjustable sights, and a more robust construction. The Series C
was particularly popular with survivalists and outdoorsmen, as it offered a reliable and
durable firearm for various conditions.

Model 24 Classic

In the early 2000s, Savage revived the Model 24 under the name "Model 24 Classic." This
modern iteration maintained the traditional combination design while incorporating
contemporary materials and manufacturing techniques. The Model 24 Classic was designed
to appeal to a new generation of hunters and shooters, ensuring the legacy of the Model 24
continued.

Specifications and Features

The Savage Model 24 is distinguished by its unique design and functionality. Below are
some of the key specifications and features that define this firearm:

- Barrel Configuration: The Model 24 typically features a shotgun barrel above a rifle barrel,
allowing for versatile use in different hunting scenarios.
- Caliber and Gauge Options: The combination of calibers and gauges includes popular
choices such as:
- .22 LR/.410
- .22 WRF/.410
- .22 Hornet/20 gauge
- .22/12 gauge



- Action Type: The Model 24 utilizes a break-action design, making it easy to load and
unload.
- Trigger System: Most models employ a single trigger mechanism that allows both barrels
to be fired with a single pull.
- Stock Design: The stock is traditionally made of wood, but later models introduced
synthetic materials for enhanced durability.

Cultural Impact and Popularity

The Savage Model 24 has left a lasting mark on American hunting culture and firearms
history. Its combination design has made it a popular choice for various reasons:

Versatility

One of the most significant advantages of the Model 24 is its versatility. Hunters can carry a
single firearm capable of taking down both small and large game. This feature is
particularly beneficial for those who may not have the means to invest in multiple firearms.

Survival and Preparedness

The Model 24 has found a place among survivalists and preppers, as it serves as a reliable
tool for hunting and self-defense. Its ability to be effective in different scenarios makes it an
attractive option for individuals preparing for emergency situations.

Nostalgia and Collectibility

Over the years, the Savage Model 24 has garnered a dedicated following among collectors
and shooting enthusiasts. The various models and configurations have become sought after
in the collectible market. Vintage models, particularly those from the Series A and B, are
often prized for their craftsmanship and historical significance.

Conclusion

The Savage Model 24 stands out as a remarkable innovation in the world of firearms,
combining the functionality of a rifle and shotgun into a single, versatile platform. Its history
reflects a commitment to craftsmanship and utility, making it a beloved choice for hunters,
collectors, and outdoor enthusiasts alike. From its origins during the Great Depression to its
modern revival, the Model 24 continues to capture the imagination of those who appreciate
the art of shooting and the great outdoors.

As we look to the future, the Savage Model 24 will likely remain a symbol of versatility and



practicality in the firearms community, ensuring that its legacy endures for generations to
come. Whether used for hunting, sport shooting, or as part of a survival kit, the Model 24
represents a significant chapter in the history of American firearms and continues to hold a
special place in the hearts of those who value its unique design and capabilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Savage Model 24?
The Savage Model 24 is a combination firearm that features both a rifle and shotgun barrel,
designed for versatility in hunting and shooting.

When was the Savage Model 24 first introduced?
The Savage Model 24 was first introduced in 1939 and quickly became popular for its
unique design and functionality.

What calibers were available for the Savage Model 24?
The Savage Model 24 was offered in various calibers, including .22 LR for the rifle barrel
and .410 or 20-gauge for the shotgun barrel.

How many variants of the Savage Model 24 were
produced?
Over the years, several variants of the Savage Model 24 were produced, including different
models like the Model 24B and Model 24F, each with unique features.

What are some key features of the Savage Model 24?
Key features of the Savage Model 24 include a break-open action, interchangeable barrels,
and a rugged design suitable for various shooting conditions.

Why did the Savage Model 24 gain popularity among
hunters?
The Savage Model 24 gained popularity among hunters due to its versatility, allowing users
to switch between rifle and shotgun in a single firearm, making it ideal for small game
hunting.

Is the Savage Model 24 still in production?
No, the Savage Model 24 was discontinued in the late 1990s, but it remains a sought-after
collectible among firearm enthusiasts.

What impact did the Savage Model 24 have on firearm



design?
The Savage Model 24 influenced the design of combination firearms, showcasing the
practicality of having multiple functions in one gun, which inspired future models from other
manufacturers.
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