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SARTRE AND FLAUBERT ARE TWO TITANIC FIGURES IN THE LANDSCAPE OF FRENCH LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY. W/HILE
SEPARATED BY MORE THAN A CENTURY, BOTH_JEAN‘PAUL SARTRE AND GUSTAVE FLAUBERT EXPLORED THE DEPTHS OF HUMAN
EXISTENCE, THE NATURE OF REALITY, AND THE INTRICACIES OF SOCIETY. THEIR WORKS, THOUGH DIFFERING IN STYLE AND
CONTEXT, PROVIDE PROFOUND INSIGHTS INTO THE HUMAN CONDITION AND THE SOCIETAL STRUCTURES THAT SHAPE OUR LIVES.
IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE LIFE AND WORKS OF SARTRE AND FLAUBERT, EXAMINING THEIR PHILOSOPHIES,
LITERARY CONTRIBUTIONS, AND THE CONNECTIONS THAT INTERTWINE THEIR LEGACIES.

UNDERSTANDING GUSTAVE FLAUBERT

Born oN Decemeer 12, 1821, IN RoUEN, FRANCE, GUSTAVE FLAUBERT IS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS METICULOUS APPROACH TO
WRITING AND HIS INNOVATIVE NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES. HIS MOST FAMOUS WORK, “MADAME BOVARY,” PUBLISHED IN 1856, IS
OFTEN REGARDED AS ONE OF THE CORNERSTONES OF MODERN LITERATURE.

Key THEMES IN FLAUBERT'S W ORK

FLAUBERT'S LITERARY CONTRIBUTIONS REFLECT SEVERAL KEY THEMES:
® REALISM: FLAUBERT IS CELEBRATED AS A PIONEER OF LITERARY REALISM, FOCUSING ON THE DETAILED DEPICTION OF
EVERYDAY LIFE AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN EMOTIONS.

® |RONY: HIS USE OF IRONY SERVES TO HIGHLIGHT THE DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS AND INDIVIDUAL
DESIRES, A THEME THAT RESONATES THROUGHOUT HIS WORKS.

® EXISTENTIAL STRUGGLE: CHARACTERS OFTEN GRAPPLE WITH THEIR IDENTITIES AND SOCIETAL ROLES, MIRRORING
FLAUBERT'S OWN STRUGGLES WITH PURPOSE AND MEANING.

e STYLE AND FORM: FLAUBERT'S OBSESSION WITH STYLE RESULTED IN A METICULOUS WRITING PROCESS, OFTEN
INVOLVING EXTENSIVE REVISIONS TO ACHIEVE PERFECTION.

ExPLORING JEAN-PAUL SARTRE

JeaN-PAUL SARTRE, BORN ON JUNE 21, 1905, IN PARIS, WAS ONE OF THE LEADING FIGURES OF EXISTENTIALIST PHILOSOPHY



AND LITERATURE. His WORKS, INCLUDING NOVELS, PLAYS, AND PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAYS, EXAMINED THE INTRICACIES OF FREEDOM,
CHOICE, AND THE HUMAN CONDITION.

Key THEMES IN SARTRE'S \W ORK

SARTRE'S CONTRIBUTIONS TO LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY REVOLVE AROUND SEVERAL CENTRAL THEMES:
o EXISTENTIALISM: SARTRE'S PHILOSOPHY EMPHASIZES INDIVIDUAL EXISTENCE, FREEDOM, AND CHOICE, ARGUING THAT
HUMANS MUST CREATE THEIR OWN ESSENCE THROUGH ACTIONS.

e ABSURDITY: MANY OF SARTRE'S CHARACTERS FACE THE ABSURDITY OF EXISTENCE, LEADING TO A SENSE OF ALIENATION
AND DESPAIR AS THEY SEEK MEANING IN A CHAOTIC WORLD.

e BAD FAITH: THIS CONCEPT REFERS TO SELF-DECEPTION AND THE DENIAL OF ONE'S FREEDOM, HIGHLIGHTING THE STRUGGLE
INDIVIDUALS FACE IN ACCEPTING THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES.

® SocCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: SARTRE BELIEVED THAT INDIVIDUALS MUST ENGAGE WITH SOCIETY AND TAKE RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THEIR ACTIONS, REFLECTING HIS POLITICAL ACTIVISM.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF SARTRE AND FLAUBERT

W/HILE SARTRE AND FLAUBERT WROTE IN DIFFERENT ERAS AND STYLES, THEIR WORKS REVEAL INTRIGUING PARALLELS IN THEMES
AND PHILOSOPHIES.

ExISTENTIAL THEMES

BOTH AUTHORS GRAPPLE WITH EXISTENTIAL QUESTIONS, ALTHOUGH THEY APPROACH THESE THEMES FROM DIFFERENT ANGLES!
- FLAUBERT: His CHARACTERS, PARTICULARLY EMMA BOVARY/ NAVIGATE SOCIETAL CONSTRAINTS AND PERSONAL DESIRES,
REFLECTING THE EXISTENTIAL STRUGGLE BETWEEN INDIVIDUALITY AND SOCIAL ROLES.

- SARTRE: HE EXPLICITLY ARTICULATED THE PHILOSOPHY OF EXISTENTIALISM, FOCUSING ON THE RESPONSIBILITY OF
INDIVIDUALS TO DEFINE THEIR OWN EXISTENCE AMID AN INDIFFERENT UNIVERSE.

LITERARY TECHNIQUES

THE NARRATIVE STYLES OF SARTRE AND FLAUBERT ALSO REFLECT THEIR PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRIES:
- FLAUBERT'S PRECISION: KNOWN FOR HIS METICULOUS PROSE, FLAUBERT'S STYLE SERVES TO CONVEY THE EMOTIONAL DEPTH
AND COMPLEXITY OF HIS CHARACTERS, ALLOWING READERS TO ENGAGE INTIMATELY WITH THEIR STRUGGLES.

- SARTRE'S INNOVATIVE STRUCTURE: IN WORKS LIKE “NAUSEA,” SARTRE EMPLOYS A STREAM-OF-CONSCIOUSNESS APPROACH
TO ILLUSTRATE THE PROTAGONIST'S INTERNAL CONFLICT, EMPHASIZING THE CHAOTIC NATURE OF THOUGHT AND EXISTENCE.

INFLUENCE ON LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY

BoTH SARTRE AND FLAUBERT HAVE LEFT INDELIBLE MARKS ON THE LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL WORLDS:



- FLAUBERT'S LEGACY: HIS REALISTIC PORTRAYAL OF LIFE AND EMPHASIS ON STYLE INFLUENCED COUNTLESS WRITERS,
INCLUDING THE MODERNISTS AND POSTMODERNISTS WHO FOLLOWED.

- SARTRE'S IMPACT: AS A KEY FIGURE IN EXISTENTIALISM, SARTRE'S IDEAS SHAPED 20TH-CENTURY PHILOSOPHY, INSPIRING
MOVEMENTS IN LITERATURE, PSYCHOLOGY, AND SOCIOLOGY.

CoNcLUSION

IN EXAMINING THE LIVES AND WORKS OF SARTRE AND FLAUBERT, WE UNCOVER A RICH TAPESTRY OF THOUGHT AND CREATIVITY
THAT CONTINUES TO RESONATE TODAY. WHILE THEIR APPROACHES TO LITERATURE AND PHILOSOPHY DIFFER, BOTH AUTHORS
GRAPPLE WITH THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN EXISTENCE AND THE SOCIETAL STRUCTURES THAT SHAPE OUR LIVES. FLAUBERT'S
PRECISE REALISM AND SARTRE'S EXISTENTIAL MUSINGS OFFER INVALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE HUMAN CONDITION, ENCOURAGING
READERS TO REFLECT ON THEIR OWN LIVES AND THE CHOICES THEY MAKE. AS WE NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF MODERN
EXISTENCE, THE WORKS OF SARTRE AND FLAUBERT REMAIN ESSENTIAL READING FOR ANYONE SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND THE
DEPTHS OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE AND THE NATURE OF REALITY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE CONNECTION BETWEEN JEAN-PAUL SARTRE AND GUSTAVE FLAUBERT?

JEAN‘PAUL SARTRE ADMIRED GUSTAVE FLAUBERT FOR HIS LITERARY STYLE AND EXISTENTIAL THEMES, OFTEN REFERENCING
FLAUBERT'S WORKS IN HIS OWN WRITINGS.

How DID SARTRE INTERPRET FLAUBERT’S VIEW ON HUMAN EXISTENCE?

SARTRE INTERPRETED FLAUBERT'S VIEW AS ONE THAT CRITICALLY EXAMINES THE ABSURDITY OF HUMAN EXISTENCE,
PARTICULARLY THROUGH THE CHARACTER OF EMMA BovARY IN ‘MADAME Bovary.’

\WHAT IS SARTRE'S CRITIQUE OF FLAUBERT'S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT?

SARTRE CRITIQUED FLAUBERT'S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT FOR ITS FOCUS ON THE INTERNAL STRUGGLES OF CHARACTERS,
SUGGESTING THAT IT COULD LEAD TO A FORM OF EXISTENTIAL PARALYSIS.

Dib SARTRE CONSIDER FLAUBERT AN EXISTENTIALIST?

WHILE SARTRE VALUED FLAUBERT'S INSIGHTS INTO THE HUMAN CONDITION, HE DID NOT LABEL HIM AN EXISTENTIALIST, AS
FLAUBERT'S WORKS PREDATE THE EXISTENTIALIST MOVEMENT.

WHAT IMPACT DID FLAUBERT’S WRITING STYLE HAVE ON SARTRE?

FLAUBERT'S METICULOUS WRITING STYLE AND USE OF IRONY INFLUENCED SARTRE’S OWN NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES AND HIS
APPROACH TO PHILOSOPHICAL THEMES IN LITERATURE.

IN WHAT WAY DID SARTRE ANALYZE FLAUBERT’'S SOCIAL CRITIQUE?

SARTRE ANALYZED FLAUBERT'S SOCIAL CRITIQUE AS A REFLECTION OF THE BOURGEOQIS SOCIETY'S MORAL CONSTRAINTS, WHICH
ALIGNED WITH SARTRE'S OWN CRITIQUES OF SOCIETAL NORMS.

How poes SARTRE'S ‘NAUSEA’ RELATE TO FLAUBERT'S THEMES?

SARTRE'S 'NAUSEA” SHARES FLAUBERT’S THEMES OF ALIENATION AND EXISTENTIAL ANGST, EXPLORING THE ABSURDITY OF
EXISTENCE IN A MANNER REMINISCENT OF FLAUBERT'S CHARACTERS.
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