
Scarlett O Hara Gone With The Wind

Scarlett O'Hara, the iconic protagonist of Margaret Mitchell's Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel "Gone with the Wind," embodies the complexities of love,
resilience, and the tumultuous nature of the American South during the Civil
War era. The character of Scarlett, with her fiery spirit and determination,
has captivated readers since the novel's publication in 1936. This article
delves into the multifaceted persona of Scarlett O'Hara, exploring her
motivations, relationships, and the broader themes represented in the novel.

Character Overview

Scarlett O'Hara is introduced as the daughter of a wealthy plantation owner,
living in the fictional town of Tara in Georgia. Her life appears idyllic,
full of luxury and privilege, but her world is soon turned upside down by the



onset of the Civil War.

Physical Description

Scarlett's physical appearance plays a significant role in her character. She
is described as:

- Strikingly beautiful: With dark hair and green eyes, Scarlett's beauty is
often noted by those around her.
- Fashionable: She is particularly interested in fashion, often using her
charm and looks to her advantage.
- Youthful and spirited: At the beginning of the novel, she is only 16,
brimming with youthful confidence and naïveté.

Personality Traits

Scarlett O'Hara's personality is a combination of strength, selfishness, and
determination. Some key traits include:

1. Determination: Scarlett's will to survive and thrive in the face of
adversity is one of her most defining characteristics.
2. Manipulative: She often uses her charm and beauty to manipulate those
around her, particularly men.
3. Self-centered: Scarlett’s actions are frequently driven by her own
desires, leading to conflicts with those she loves.
4. Resilient: Despite numerous setbacks, her ability to adapt and persevere
is a testament to her strength.

Scarlett's Relationships

Scarlett O'Hara's relationships are central to the narrative of "Gone with
the Wind." Her interactions with various characters reveal her complexities
and growth throughout the story.

Rhett Butler

One of the most significant and tumultuous relationships in the novel is
between Scarlett and Rhett Butler.

- Initial Attraction: Rhett is a charming rogue who is initially attracted to
Scarlett's beauty and spirit. Unlike other men, he is not intimidated by her
strong personality.
- Conflict and Passion: Their relationship is marked by intense passion,



misunderstandings, and conflicts, reflecting the tumultuous nature of their
characters.
- Transformational Impact: Rhett challenges Scarlett to confront her
selfishness and encourages her growth, ultimately leading to her realization
of true love.

Ashley Wilkes

Scarlett's infatuation with Ashley Wilkes is another pivotal aspect of her
character development.

- Idealization: Scarlett idealizes Ashley as the embodiment of Southern
gentility, which fuels her obsessive love for him.
- Unrequited Love: Despite her efforts to win his affection, Ashley remains
devoted to his wife, Melanie, leading to Scarlett’s feelings of jealousy and
frustration.
- Catalyst for Growth: The unavailability of Ashley forces Scarlett to
confront her own motivations and desires, pushing her towards self-discovery.

Melanie Hamilton

Melanie, Ashley's wife, serves as a foil to Scarlett, highlighting Scarlett's
flaws and strengths.

- Friendship: Despite their differences, Melanie's kindness and resilience
earn Scarlett's respect, especially as the story progresses.
- Contrast in Values: Melanie embodies selflessness and loyalty, while
Scarlett often acts out of self-interest, creating a dynamic tension between
the two women.
- Mutual Respect: Ultimately, Scarlett comes to appreciate Melanie's strength
and loyalty, leading to a begrudging respect between the two.

Thematic Elements in "Gone with the Wind"

The character of Scarlett O'Hara is not just a reflection of personal
struggles but also a representation of broader themes prevalent in the novel.

Survival and Resilience

Scarlett's journey is emblematic of the broader theme of survival during the
Civil War and Reconstruction era.

- Adaptation: She continuously adapts to her changing circumstances,



showcasing her resourcefulness.
- Endurance: Scarlett's determination to maintain her family's plantation,
Tara, symbolizes the struggle to preserve one’s heritage and identity amidst
devastation.

Love and Obsession

The novel explores various forms of love, notably the distinction between
genuine affection and obsessive desire.

- Scarlett’s Obsession: Her obsession with Ashley leads her to make
questionable decisions, overshadowing her growth.
- True Love: In contrast, her relationship with Rhett evolves, highlighting
the complexity of love that includes both passion and companionship.

Societal Change and the End of an Era

Scarlett's story unfolds during a time of monumental change in the South,
reflecting the end of the antebellum lifestyle.

- Loss of Innocence: The war shatters Scarlett’s idyllic childhood, forcing
her to confront the harsh realities of life.
- Transformation of Values: As the South transitions, Scarlett’s values and
priorities shift, illustrating the struggle to adapt to a new societal
landscape.

Scarlett O'Hara in Popular Culture

Scarlett O'Hara's legacy extends beyond the novel, influencing various
aspects of popular culture.

Film Adaptation

The 1939 film adaptation of "Gone with the Wind," starring Vivien Leigh as
Scarlett, cemented her place in cinematic history.

- Iconic Performance: Leigh’s portrayal of Scarlett brought depth to the
character, capturing her complexity and resilience.
- Cinematic Impact: The film became a cultural phenomenon, winning numerous
Academy Awards and remaining a classic in American cinema.



Merchandising and References

Scarlett's character has inspired a wide range of merchandise, from dolls to
clothing lines, showcasing her enduring popularity.

- Cultural References: Scarlett O'Hara continues to be referenced in
literature, television, and other films, symbolizing the archetype of a
strong, determined woman.

Conclusion

Scarlett O'Hara remains one of literature's most enduring characters,
representing the complexities of love, resilience, and the struggle for
survival during one of America's most tumultuous periods. Through her
relationships and personal growth, Scarlett embodies the spirit of an era
marked by change, challenge, and the quest for identity. "Gone with the
Wind," through the lens of Scarlett's experiences, continues to resonate with
readers, offering insights into human nature and the timeless fight for one's
desires and dreams. As we reflect on Scarlett's journey, we are reminded of
the strength that lies within us all, urging us to embrace our challenges
with the same fiery spirit that defined her character.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Scarlett O'Hara and what role does she play
in 'Gone with the Wind'?
Scarlett O'Hara is the protagonist of 'Gone with the Wind,' a novel by
Margaret Mitchell. She is a strong-willed Southern belle who navigates love,
loss, and survival during the American Civil War and Reconstruction era.

What are some of Scarlett O'Hara's defining
personality traits?
Scarlett O'Hara is known for her determination, resourcefulness, and fierce
independence. However, she also exhibits selfishness and manipulation in her
pursuit of love and security.

How does Scarlett O'Hara's character evolve
throughout 'Gone with the Wind'?
Throughout the story, Scarlett evolves from a naive and self-centered girl
into a more complex woman who grapples with the consequences of her actions,
ultimately showing resilience and a will to survive in difficult times.



What is the significance of Scarlett O'Hara's
relationship with Rhett Butler?
Scarlett's tumultuous relationship with Rhett Butler highlights themes of
love, betrayal, and the complexities of marriage. Their dynamic reflects
Scarlett's struggles with self-identity and societal expectations.

What impact did 'Gone with the Wind' have on
American culture and literature?
Published in 1936, 'Gone with the Wind' became a cultural phenomenon,
influencing perceptions of the Civil War and the South. Its complex
characters and themes have sparked discussions about race, gender, and
morality in American society.

How has Scarlett O'Hara been portrayed in film
adaptations of 'Gone with the Wind'?
In the 1939 film adaptation, Scarlett O'Hara was portrayed by Vivien Leigh,
whose performance brought the character to life, earning her an Academy
Award. This portrayal is often considered iconic and has cemented Scarlett's
place in cinematic history.
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