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Script for Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson is a unique and provocative theatrical piece
that blends historical fact with contemporary musical elements, creating a compelling
narrative about one of America's most controversial presidents. Written by Alex Timbers,
with music and lyrics by Michael Friedman, this rock-infused musical debuted in 2009 and
has since captivated audiences with its bold storytelling and energetic performances. In
this article, we will explore the script's themes, characters, and its critical reception, as
well as its place within the broader context of American musical theater.

Overview of Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson

"Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" is not your typical biographical musical. It takes an
unconventional approach to the life of Andrew Jackson, the seventh president of the



United States, known for his populist style and controversial policies, particularly
regarding Native American removal and the enforcement of slavery. The musical is a
satirical portrayal that blends history with modern political commentary, using humor and
rock music to engage the audience while prompting them to reflect on the complexities of
Jackson's legacy.

Historical Context

To understand the script fully, it is essential to consider the historical context surrounding
Andrew Jackson's life and presidency. Jackson was born in 1767 in the Carolinas to
immigrant parents and rose to prominence as a military hero during the War of 1812. His
presidency from 1829 to 1837 was marked by significant events, including:

e The establishment of the Democratic Party

e The Indian Removal Act of 1830

e The Nullification Crisis

e His opposition to the Second Bank of the United States

Jackson's often ruthless tactics and populist appeal have made him a figure of both
admiration and disdain. The musical captures this duality, presenting Jackson as both a
champion of the common man and a tyrant.

Structure of the Script

The script for "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" is structured as a series of vignettes that
blend musical numbers with spoken dialogue. This format allows the audience to
experience Jackson's journey from his early life through his presidency and the
controversies that defined his legacy.

Key Characters

The musical features several key characters, each contributing to the narrative and
themes of the piece:

1. Andrew Jackson - The protagonist, portrayed as a larger-than-life figure, embodying
both charisma and brutality.

2. Rachel Jackson - Andrew's wife, whose tragic story highlights the personal toll of



Jackson's political ambitions.

3. John C. Calhoun - The vice president who becomes a political rival during the
Nullification Crisis, representing the conflict within the government.

4. Martin Van Buren - Jackson's ally and eventual successor, providing a foil to
Jackson’s more aggressive tendencies.

5. Various Native American characters - Representing the voices and experiences of
those affected by Jackson's policies.

Musical Numbers

One of the most striking aspects of "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" is its score, which
incorporates various musical styles, including rock, folk, and pop. The songs are integral
to the storytelling, with lyrics that reflect the characters' emotions and motivations. Some
notable numbers include:

e “Populism, Yea Yea!” - A rousing anthem that encapsulates Jackson's appeal to the
common man.

¢ “The Hunters of Kentucky” - A narrative-driven song that recounts Jackson's
military exploits.

 “I'm Not That Guy” - A poignant moment reflecting Jackson's internal struggles and
the consequences of his decisions.

e “The Ballad of Andrew Jackson” - A satirical take on Jackson's self-image and the
mythologizing of his persona.

Thematic Elements

The script of "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" is rich in thematic content, addressing
issues such as:

Populism vs. Tyranny

The musical explores the tension between Jackson's populist image and his authoritarian
tendencies. While he presents himself as a champion of the people, his actions often
reflect a willingness to use violence and coercion to achieve his objectives. This duality
prompts the audience to question the nature of leadership and the sacrifices made in the



name of progress.

Identity and Mythology

Jackson's legacy is steeped in myth. The musical examines how narratives about historical
figures are constructed and the impact they have on public perception. By portraying
Jackson as both a hero and a villain, the script encourages the audience to engage in a
more nuanced understanding of history.

The Consequences of Policy

The Indian Removal Act and its devastating consequences for Native American
populations are central to the narrative. The musical does not shy away from addressing
these issues, using humor and satire to highlight the tragic outcomes of Jackson's policies.
This bold approach serves as a critique of American history and the often-ignored
suffering of marginalized communities.

Critical Reception

Upon its debut, "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" garnered mixed to positive reviews from
critics. Many praised its innovative blend of history and rock music, as well as its sharp
wit and willingness to tackle complex issues. However, some critics felt that the musical's
irreverent tone could undermine the gravity of its subject matter.

The production received several awards and nominations, showcasing its impact on the
contemporary musical theater landscape. It opened on Broadway in 2010 and ran for a
limited engagement, further solidifying its place in American theater history.

Conclusion

The script for "Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson" represents a bold and innovative approach
to musical theater, merging historical narrative with modern sensibilities. By presenting
Andrew Jackson as a complex figure, the musical invites audiences to reflect on the
nuances of leadership, the construction of identity, and the consequences of policy. It
challenges viewers to consider how history is remembered and the voices that are often
left out of the narrative.

As American society continues to grapple with its past and present, "Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson" remains a relevant and thought-provoking piece that encourages
dialogue and introspection about the legacy of one of the nation’s most polarizing
presidents. Whether viewed as a historical commentary or a compelling musical
experience, the script offers a unique lens through which to explore the complexities of
American identity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Bloody Bloody Andrew
Jackson'?

The primary theme revolves around the complexities of American identity, the
contradictions of democracy, and the mythologizing of historical figures, particularly
focusing on Andrew Jackson's controversial legacy.

Who are the creators of 'Bloody Bloody Andrew
Jackson'?

The musical was created by Alex Timbers and Michael Friedman.

What style of music is used in 'Bloody Bloody Andrew
Jackson'?

The musical features a rock-infused score that incorporates elements of punk and pop
music.

How does 'Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' portray
Andrew Jackson's character?

The musical portrays Andrew Jackson as a larger-than-life, often flawed hero who
embodies the spirit of populism while simultaneously highlighting his violent and
controversial decisions.

What historical events are depicted in the musical?

The musical depicts significant events such as Jackson's rise to political power, his
presidency, the Indian Removal Act, and the Battle of New Orleans.

Is 'Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' a comedy or a
tragedy?

The musical blends elements of both comedy and tragedy, using humor to address serious
historical issues while also exploring darker themes.

What is the significance of the title 'Bloody Bloody
Andrew Jackson'?

The title reflects both Jackson's violent reputation and the bloody consequences of his
policies, particularly regarding Native American removal.

How was 'Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson' received by



critics and audiences?

The musical received mixed reviews from critics but gained a following for its innovative
approach and unique blend of history and rock music.

What message does 'Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson'
convey about leadership?

The musical conveys a message about the complexities of leadership, questioning the
morality of decisions made by leaders and the impact of their choices on marginalized
groups.
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