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Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge is a seminal reference work that
has significantly contributed to the study of theology and religious scholarship. First
published in the late 19th century, this encyclopedia has served as an essential resource
for scholars, clergy, and laypersons alike who seek to understand the complexities of
various religious traditions, historical contexts, and theological concepts. In this article, we
will explore the origins, structure, content, and significance of the Schaff Herzog
Encyclopedia, as well as its enduring influence on religious studies.



Origins and Historical Context

The Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia was edited by Philip Schaff, a notable church historian and
theologian, along with a team of contributing scholars. The first edition was published
between 1882 and 1887, under the title "Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge." This work
emerged during a period marked by significant intellectual and cultural shifts, including the
rise of modern biblical criticism, the Enlightenment's impact on theology, and increased
interfaith dialogue.

1. Philip Schaff's Background:

- Born in Switzerland in 1819, Schaff was deeply influenced by both European and American
religious thought.

- He played a crucial role in the establishment of American theological education and was
involved in various ecumenical movements.

2. Motivation for the Encyclopedia:

- Schaff aimed to produce a comprehensive reference work that would be accessible to a
broad audience while maintaining academic rigor.

- The encyclopedia was intended to bridge gaps between different Christian denominations
and promote mutual understanding.

Structure and Organization

The Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia is organized into multiple volumes, encompassing
thousands of entries covering a wide array of topics related to religion. The encyclopedia's
structure is designed to facilitate easy navigation and reference.

Volume Breakdown

The encyclopedia consists of several volumes, each dedicated to different aspects of
religious knowledge. Generally, the volumes can be categorized as follows:

- Volume I: General Introduction to Religion and Theology

- Volume II: Historical Overview of Religious Movements

- Volume llI: Biographical Entries on Significant Religious Figures
- Volume IV: Doctrinal and Theological Concepts

- Volume V: Comparative Religion and Interfaith Studies

Entry Types

The entries within the encyclopedia vary in length and depth, ranging from brief definitions
to extensive articles. Some common types of entries include:

- Definitions: Concise explanations of theological terms, doctrines, and practices.



- Historical Accounts: Detailed narratives about specific religious movements, events, and
figures.
- Biographical Sketches: Profiles of influential theologians, scholars, and religious leaders.

Content Overview

The content of the Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia is vast and diverse, reflecting the
multiplicity of religious expressions across cultures and history. Some key areas covered
include:

Theological Concepts

The encyclopedia delves into various theological themes, including:

- Salvation: Different interpretations across Christian denominations and other faiths.
- Grace: Examination of the concept of grace in Christianity and its parallels in other
religions.

- Eschatology: Various beliefs about the end times and the afterlife.

Religious Movements

The encyclopedia provides in-depth coverage of numerous religious movements, including:

- Protestant Reformation: Key figures such as Martin Luther and John Calvin, along with the
movement's impact on Christianity.

- Eastern Orthodoxy: Exploration of traditions, theology, and the schism with Roman
Catholicism.

- Buddhism: Overview of its origins, teachings, and development across Asia.

Comparative Religion

A significant section of the encyclopedia is dedicated to comparative religion, where
scholars analyze similarities and differences between faiths. This section includes:

- Interfaith Dialogues: Insights into discussions between Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and
other world religions.

- Mythology and Symbolism: Examination of shared themes and archetypes across different
religious traditions.



Significance and Impact

The Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge holds considerable significance in
the fields of theology, religious studies, and education.

Academic Influence

- Reference Work: The encyclopedia has been a staple in theological libraries and has
influenced countless academic works, dissertations, and courses on religious studies.
- Interdisciplinary Approach: The inclusion of historical, sociological, and philosophical
perspectives enriches the study of religion and promotes interdisciplinary dialogue.

Accessibility and Outreach

- Layperson's Resource: The encyclopedia is written in a manner that is accessible to non-
specialists, making it a useful tool for anyone interested in exploring religious topics.

- Cultural Understanding: By providing insights into various religious beliefs and practices,
the encyclopedia fosters greater understanding and respect among different faith
communities.

Enduring Legacy and Modern Relevance

Despite being published over a century ago, the Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia continues to
be relevant in contemporary discussions about religion. Its comprehensive nature and
scholarly rigor have allowed it to stand the test of time.

1. Digital Availability: Many entries from the encyclopedia are now available online, making
it easier for researchers and the general public to access its wealth of information.

2. Continued Research: Scholars continue to reference the encyclopedia in their studies,
indicating its ongoing relevance in both historical and contemporary religious scholarship.

3. Foundation for Future Works: The encyclopedia has inspired subsequent reference works
in the field of religious studies, setting a standard for thoroughness and academic integrity.

Conclusion

The Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge is more than just a compilation of
facts; it is a rich tapestry of human belief, history, and thought. Its impact on the field of

religious studies is profound, providing a foundation for understanding the complexities of
faith across cultures and time. As we continue to navigate an increasingly interconnected
world, the insights offered by this encyclopedia remain invaluable for promoting dialogue,



understanding, and respect among diverse religious traditions. Whether one is a scholar, a
student, or simply curious about the world of religion, the Schaff Herzog Encyclopedia
serves as an essential guide to the intricate landscape of religious knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious
Knowledge?

The Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge is a comprehensive reference work
that provides detailed information on various aspects of religion, theology, and church
history, originally published in the late 19th century.

Who were the main contributors to the Schaff-Herzog
Encyclopedia?

The encyclopedia was edited by Philip Schaff and Samuel M. Jackson, along with
contributions from numerous scholars in the fields of theology, history, and religious
studies.

How is the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia organized?

The encyclopedia is organized alphabetically, with entries covering a wide range of topics,
including religious figures, historical events, theological concepts, and various religious
denominations.

What is the significance of the Schaff-Herzog
Encyclopedia in religious studies?

The Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia is significant in religious studies as it serves as a
foundational text that reflects the scholarly perspectives of its time, offering insights into
the development of religious thought and history.

Is the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia still relevant today?

Yes, the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia remains relevant today as a historical resource for
understanding the evolution of religious thought and provides context for contemporary
theological discussions.
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