
Science Speaks Peter Stoner

Science Speaks Peter Stoner is a thought-provoking work that merges faith and
science, primarily focusing on the prophetic accuracy of the Bible. The book,
authored by Peter Stoner, a mathematician and a statistician, delves into the
quantifiable probabilities of biblical prophecies being fulfilled. Stoner’s
approach not only examines the mathematical underpinnings of these prophecies



but also engages with the implications of such analyses for believers and
skeptics alike. This article explores the key themes, methodologies, and
implications of Stoner's work, examining how "Science Speaks" contributes to
the dialogue between science and spirituality.

Background of Peter Stoner

Education and Career

Peter Stoner was a distinguished figure in the realm of mathematics and
statistics. He served as a professor at Pasadena City College and was also
involved in various academic institutions. His deep interest in mathematics
and its application to real-world phenomena led him to explore the
intersection of faith and empirical evidence.

- Academic Qualifications: Stoner held advanced degrees in mathematics and
statistics, which equipped him with the analytical tools necessary for his
explorations.
- Professional Experience: His career included teaching and writing, focusing
on the application of statistical methods to various fields, including
biblical predictions.

Motivation Behind "Science Speaks"

Stoner's motivation for writing "Science Speaks" stemmed from a desire to
provide a rational basis for faith. He wanted to demonstrate that scientific
reasoning and biblical prophecy could coexist, challenging the notion that
science and religion are mutually exclusive.

- Addressing Skepticism: Stoner aimed to provide evidence that could convince
skeptics of the validity of biblical prophecies.
- Encouraging Believers: He also sought to strengthen the faith of believers
by showing the mathematical probabilities that support their beliefs.

The Core Premise of "Science Speaks"

At its heart, "Science Speaks" posits that the fulfillment of biblical
prophecies can be quantified. Stoner meticulously analyzes specific
prophecies, particularly those concerning the birth, life, and death of Jesus
Christ, to illustrate the improbability of these events occurring by chance.



Mathematical Analysis of Prophecy

Stoner applies statistical methods to assess the likelihood of prophecies
being fulfilled. One of his most notable contributions is the analysis of
eight specific prophecies regarding the Messiah.

- The Prophecies Considered: Stoner focuses on several key prophecies,
including:
1. The birthplace of the Messiah (Micah 5:2)
2. The manner of His birth (Isaiah 7:14)
3. His lineage (Jeremiah 23:5)
4. His betrayal (Zechariah 11:12-13)
5. His crucifixion (Psalm 22:16)
6. The resurrection (Psalm 16:10)
7. His ascension (Psalm 68:18)
8. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32)

- Statistical Probability: Stoner calculates the probabilities of these
prophecies being fulfilled by chance. He concludes that the odds of just
eight prophecies being fulfilled in one person are staggering, estimated at 1
in 10^17.

Examples of Probability Calculations

Stoner illustrates his calculations with tangible examples, making the
statistical data relatable. For instance, he compares the fulfillment of the
prophecies to the chances of covering the entire state of Texas with silver
dollars, marking one of them, and then having a blindfolded person select the
marked dollar on the first try.

- Visualization of Odds: This analogy helps readers grasp the enormity of the
statistical improbability.
- Implications of Findings: The conclusion drawn from these probabilities is
that the fulfillment of biblical prophecies provides substantial evidence for
their divine origin.

Theological Implications

Stoner's work invites readers to consider the theological implications of his
findings.

Faith and Reason

"Science Speaks" articulates a framework where faith and reason are not at



odds. Instead, they complement one another, allowing believers to embrace
their faith while engaging with scientific inquiry.

- The Role of Evidence: Stoner asserts that evidence should not be dismissed
in discussions of faith. Instead, it should be embraced and utilized to
strengthen belief.
- Encouragement for Believers: By presenting mathematical evidence, Stoner
encourages believers to take confidence in their faith, knowing that it is
supported by logical reasoning.

Engaging with Skeptics

Stoner's work also serves as a bridge for conversations with skeptics.

- Dialogue Opportunities: By providing a systematic approach to the
fulfillment of prophecy, Stoner creates opportunities for dialogue between
believers and skeptics.
- Respectful Engagement: He emphasizes the importance of respectful
discourse, focusing on evidence rather than confrontation.

Critiques and Controversies

While "Science Speaks" has been influential, it has also faced critiques.

Methodological Concerns

Critics often point out potential methodological flaws in Stoner’s approach.

- Selection of Prophecies: Some argue that Stoner selectively chooses
prophecies that fit his narrative, possibly overlooking other interpretations
or prophecies that do not align with his conclusions.
- Statistical Assumptions: Skeptics question the assumptions made in
calculating probabilities, suggesting that the methodology may not fully
account for historical context or the nature of prophecy itself.

Responses to Critiques

Supporters of Stoner contend that his work is a significant contribution to
the field.

- Defense of Methodology: Advocates argue that while methodological concerns
exist, the overarching conclusions still hold merit.
- Broader Impact: They emphasize that "Science Speaks" has inspired countless



individuals to explore the intersection of faith and science, regardless of
the critiques.

Conclusion

"Science Speaks Peter Stoner" remains a pivotal work that challenges the
boundaries between faith and reason. Through rigorous statistical analysis
and a commitment to rational discourse, Stoner illustrates that biblical
prophecies are not merely spiritual assertions but can be examined through
the lens of science.

The book has inspired many to delve deeper into the relationship between
their beliefs and the empirical world, fostering a dialogue that continues to
resonate today. As readers engage with Stoner's findings, they are encouraged
to consider both the mathematical probabilities and the profound implications
of faith intertwined with reason, ultimately enriching their understanding of
both science and spirituality.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter Stoner and what is his contribution to
science?
Peter Stoner was a mathematician and a prominent advocate for the scientific
accuracy of biblical prophecy. He authored the book 'Science Speaks' which
presents statistical evidence for the validity of biblical predictions.

What is the main premise of 'Science Speaks'?
'Science Speaks' argues that the statistical probability of specific
prophecies in the Bible being fulfilled is astronomically low, suggesting
that their fulfillment points to divine intervention.

How does Peter Stoner use mathematics in his
arguments?
Stoner employs probability theory to calculate the odds of various biblical
prophecies being fulfilled, using these calculations to strengthen his claim
that the Bible is divinely inspired.

What specific prophecies does Stoner focus on in
'Science Speaks'?
Stoner examines prophecies related to the life of Jesus Christ, including
details of his birth, death, and resurrection, as well as prophecies about
nations and events in history.



What has been the impact of 'Science Speaks' on
discussions about science and religion?
'Science Speaks' has sparked debate about the relationship between faith and
science, with supporters praising its statistical approach, while critics
argue it oversimplifies complex theological issues.

Are there any criticisms of Peter Stoner's
methodology in 'Science Speaks'?
Yes, critics argue that Stoner's calculations often rely on assumptions that
may not hold true, and some suggest that he selectively presents data to
support his conclusions.

How is 'Science Speaks' viewed in the context of
contemporary science and faith discussions?
'Science Speaks' remains a significant work for those seeking to reconcile
scientific thought with religious belief, often used in apologetic contexts
to argue for the validity of Christian faith.
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