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SAVING JESUS

and Start Following Jesus
| ROBIN R. MEYERS

Saving Jesus from the Church is a provocative phrase that encapsulates a growing sentiment
among many believers and spiritual seekers today. It suggests a need to disentangle the teachings
and essence of Jesus Christ from the institutional church, which some view as having strayed from
his original message. This article will explore the historical context, theological implications, and the
contemporary challenges that arise from this complex relationship between Jesus and the church.
We will also discuss how individuals can reclaim a more authentic understanding of Jesus outside of
traditional church confines.




Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of Jesus and the church is crucial to grasping the implications
of the phrase "saving Jesus from the church." The church, as it is known today, has evolved
significantly since the time of Christ.

The Early Church

- Origins: The early followers of Jesus formed small, decentralized communities that centered on his
teachings. These communities were characterized by their emphasis on love, service, and fellowship.
- Diversity: Early Christianity was not monolithic. Different groups, such as the Gnostics and
Montanists, had varying interpretations of Jesus' teachings.

The Institutionalization of the Church

- Constantine and the Edict of Milan (313 AD): The recognition of Christianity by the Roman Empire
marked the beginning of its institutionalization. This led to the church becoming intertwined with
political power, altering its original mission.

- The Rise of Dogma: Over the centuries, the church developed creeds and doctrines that sometimes
overshadowed the teachings of Jesus. The focus shifted from personal spirituality to institutional
authority.

Theological Implications

The relationship between Jesus and the church raises important theological questions that warrant
exploration.

Christology and Ecclesiology

- Different Views of Jesus: Various Christian denominations have differing Christological views, often
leading to divisions. Some emphasize Jesus' divinity, while others focus on his humanity.

- Authority of the Church: Many Christians believe the church has the authority to interpret Jesus'
teachings. However, this can lead to dogmatism and the exclusion of diverse perspectives.

Revisiting Jesus' Teachings

To "save Jesus from the church," it is essential to revisit his original teachings:

- Love and Compassion: Jesus emphasized love as the core of his teachings, urging followers to love
their neighbors and even their enemies.



- Social Justice: Jesus advocated for the marginalized, challenging societal norms and injustices. This
aspect of his message is often overlooked in favor of more institutional concerns.

- Personal Connection: Jesus promoted a direct relationship with God, which can be obscured by
institutional rituals and dogmas.

Contemporary Challenges

In today’s world, the disconnect between Jesus and the church is increasingly evident. Several
contemporary challenges contribute to this growing rift.

Institutional Failures

- Scandals and Abuse: High-profile scandals within the church have led many to question its moral
authority. The sexual abuse crisis, for instance, has caused significant harm and disillusionment.

- Hypocrisy: Many people perceive a gap between the church's teachings and the actions of its
leaders. This hypocrisy can alienate potential followers.

Changing Cultural Landscape

- Secularism: The rise of secularism in many parts of the world has led to a diminishing influence of
the church. People are often looking for spirituality outside traditional religious structures.

- Diverse Spiritual Paths: An increasing number of individuals are exploring alternative spiritual
paths, which can lead to a dilution of traditional church practices.

Reclaiming Jesus' Message

To "save Jesus from the church," it is essential to reclaim his message and essence in ways that
resonate with contemporary society. Here are some approaches individuals and communities can
adopt:

Personal Spirituality

1. Direct Engagement with Scripture: Encourage personal study of the Bible without the lens of
denominational bias. This can help individuals connect directly with Jesus' teachings.

2. Meditation and Prayer: Foster personal spiritual practices that emphasize direct communication
with God, akin to Jesus’ teachings.



Community and Service

- Focus on Service: Emphasize community service and social justice as expressions of faith. Engage
with local organizations that align with Jesus’ call to help the marginalized.

- Inclusive Communities: Form inclusive communities that welcome diverse perspectives and
backgrounds, reflecting the love and acceptance Jesus advocated.

Dialogue and Education

- Interfaith Dialogues: Encourage conversations between different faiths and spiritual practices. This
can foster understanding and diminish dogmatism.

- Educational Initiatives: Promote educational programs that explore the historical and cultural
context of Jesus' teachings. Understanding the nuances can deepen faith.

The Role of Art and Culture

Art, literature, and culture play a significant role in how the message of Jesus is perceived today.
They can serve as powerful tools for reclaiming his essence.

Artistic Expressions

- Visual Arts: Encourage artists to express their interpretations of Jesus' life and teachings through
visual mediums, making his message accessible to a broader audience.

- Music and Literature: Support musicians and writers who draw inspiration from Jesus’ teachings,
creating works that resonate with contemporary issues.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the journey of "saving Jesus from the church" is essential for many who seek a deeper,
more authentic connection with his teachings. It requires a critical examination of the historical,
theological, and contemporary challenges that have shaped the church's relationship with Jesus. By
focusing on personal spirituality, community service, educational initiatives, and the arts, individuals
can reclaim the essence of Jesus and live out his message in meaningful ways. As we navigate the
complexities of faith in the modern world, it is vital to remember that the core of Jesus' teaching is
love, compassion, and justice—values that transcend institutional confines and resonate with the
human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions



What does 'saving Jesus from the church' mean?

It refers to the idea of reinterpreting or liberating the teachings and image of Jesus from
institutionalized religion, which some believe has distorted his message.

Why do some people feel the need to 'save Jesus from the
church'?

Many believe that the church has often prioritized tradition, dogma, and power over the core
teachings of love, compassion, and social justice that Jesus advocated.

How can individuals 'save Jesus from the church' in practice?

Individuals can focus on embodying Jesus's teachings through acts of kindness, social activism, and
promoting inclusivity, rather than adhering strictly to institutional doctrines.

What are the criticisms of organized religion in the context of
Jesus's message?

Critics argue that organized religion can lead to hypocrisy, exclusion, and a focus on rules over the
spirit of compassion and love that Jesus represented.

Is 'saving Jesus from the church' a growing movement?

Yes, there is a growing movement among progressive Christians and spiritual seekers who advocate
for a return to the foundational teachings of Jesus, often in response to perceived failings of
traditional churches.

Can 'saving Jesus from the church' lead to a reformation
within Christianity?

Yes, it could inspire a reformation that emphasizes a more authentic and inclusive expression of
faith, encouraging dialogue and reform within congregations.

What role does social justice play in 'saving Jesus from the
church'?

Social justice is central to this concept, as advocates argue that Jesus's message fundamentally calls
for the upliftment of the marginalized and the pursuit of equity and justice in society.

How might 'saving Jesus from the church' impact interfaith
dialogue?

It could foster greater understanding and collaboration among different faith traditions by
emphasizing shared values of love, compassion, and justice, rather than divisive dogmas.
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