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The SC-900 certification, also known as Microsoft Security, Compliance, and
Identity Fundamentals, is designed for individuals who want to demonstrate
foundational knowledge of security, compliance, and identity concepts and
services. This study guide aims to provide a roadmap for aspiring candidates,
detailing key topics, recommended resources, and study strategies to help you
succeed in the SC-900 exam.

Understanding the SC-900 Exam

The SC-900 exam is tailored for professionals who wish to understand the
basic principles of security and compliance in the cloud environment. It
validates your understanding of:

- Microsoft security solutions

- Compliance and privacy concepts

- Identity and access management

— Threat protection and security management

Passing the SC-900 exam is a stepping stone for those looking to pursue
further certifications in the Microsoft security and compliance domain.

Exam Structure

The SC-900 exam consists of multiple-choice questions, case studies, and
scenario-based questions. Candidates are typically allotted 60 minutes to
complete the exam, with a passing score of around 700 out of 1000. The



questions will assess your knowledge across the following domains:

1. Describe security, compliance, and identity concepts (30-35%)

2. Describe the capabilities of Microsoft identity and access management
solutions (30-35%)

3. Describe the capabilities of Microsoft security solutions (20-25%)

4. Describe the capabilities of Microsoft compliance solutions (15-20%)

Key Topics to Study

To effectively prepare for the SC-900 exam, it's crucial to focus on the key
topics outlined in the exam structure. Below are detailed descriptions of
each domain.

1. Security, Compliance, and Identity Concepts

This domain covers the fundamental principles of security, compliance, and
identity. Key concepts to understand include:

— Shared Responsibility Model: Understand the division of responsibilities
between the cloud provider (Microsoft) and the customer.

- Security and Compliance Principles: Familiarize yourself with the core
principles of security, including confidentiality, integrity, and
availability (CIA).

- Risk Management: Learn how to identify, assess, and mitigate risks
associated with data security and compliance.

2. Microsoft Identity and Access Management Solutions

This section focuses on the various identity and access management tools
available within Microsoft services. Important topics include:

- Azure Active Directory (Azure AD): Understand the features and benefits of
Azure AD, including user authentication, single sign-on (SSO), and
conditional access.

— Identity Protection: Explore how Microsoft Identity Protection helps manage
identity risks and provides secure access to resources.

— Privileged Identity Management (PIM): Learn about PIM and its significance
in managing privileged accounts and roles.

3. Microsoft Security Solutions

In this domain, you'll delve into Microsoft’s security offerings. Important
areas to study include:

— Microsoft Defender for Cloud: Understand how this service helps secure
cloud resources and workloads.

— Microsoft 365 Defender: Familiarize yourself with the features that protect
against threats across Microsoft 365 services.

— Azure Security Center: Learn about security management and threat
protection in Azure.



4. Microsoft Compliance Solutions

This section focuses on compliance tools and frameworks. Key topics include:

— Compliance Manager: Understand how Compliance Manager assists organizations
in managing compliance obligations.

- Information Protection: Learn about data classification, labeling, and
protection techniques offered by Microsoft.

— Governance and Compliance Frameworks: Familiarize yourself with various
frameworks, such as GDPR, HIPAA, and others relevant to Microsoft services.

Recommended Study Resources

To prepare effectively for the SC-900 exam, consider utilizing a variety of
study materials. Here’'s a list of recommended resources:

1. Microsoft Learn: The official Microsoft Learning platform offers free,
interactive learning paths specifically designed for SC-900.

2. Exam Ref SC-900 Microsoft Security, Compliance, and Identity
Fundamentals: This book provides comprehensive coverage of the exam

objectives and is a great resource for in-depth knowledge.

3. Online Courses: Platforms like Udemy, Pluralsight, or Coursera often
have courses dedicated to SC-900 preparation.

4. Practice Tests: Use practice tests available online to familiarize
yourself with the exam format and question types.

5. Community Forums: Engage with fellow learners on forums like Reddit or
Microsoft Tech Community to share resources and tips.

Study Strategies

To maximize your study time and ensure you grasp the necessary concepts,
consider the following strategies:

e Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times for studying different
topics and stick to it.

e Use Active Learning Techniques: Instead of passively reading, engage
with the material through quizzes, flashcards, and discussions.

e Hands-On Practice: Set up a free Azure account to gain practical
experience with Microsoft security and compliance tools.

e Review and Revise: Regularly revisit difficult concepts and practice
with sample questions to reinforce your understanding.

e Join Study Groups: Collaborate with others preparing for the exam to



share insights and clarify doubts.

Conclusion

The SC-900 certification is a valuable credential for professionals seeking
to establish their expertise in Microsoft security, compliance, and identity
concepts. By following this study guide and focusing on the key topics,
utilizing the recommended resources, and implementing effective study
strategies, you can set yourself up for success in the SC-900 exam.

Embarking on this certification journey not only enhances your knowledge but
also opens up opportunities in the rapidly evolving field of cybersecurity
and compliance. As organizations increasingly prioritize security and
compliance, having a solid foundation in these areas will position you as a
valuable asset in the job market. Start your preparation today and take the
first step towards becoming a certified Microsoft professional.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the SC-900 certification?

The SC-900 certification is Microsoft's Security, Compliance, and Identity
Fundamentals certification, designed for individuals looking to demonstrate
foundational knowledge of security, compliance, and identity concepts in
Microsoft cloud services.

What topics are covered in the SC-900 study guide?

The SC-900 study guide covers topics such as security concepts, identity
management, compliance management, Microsoft security solutions, and how to
protect information in the cloud.

How long should I study for the SC-900 exam?

Study time varies by individual, but a recommended preparation time is
between 1 to 3 months, depending on your familiarity with the topics and
prior experience in security and compliance.

What resources are available for SC-900 preparation?

Resources include Microsoft's official documentation, online courses,
practice exams, study groups, and books specifically tailored for the SC-900
exam.

Is hands-on experience necessary for the SC-900 exam?

While hands-on experience is not strictly necessary, practical knowledge of
Microsoft security and compliance tools can significantly enhance your
understanding and improve your chances of passing the exam.



What type of questions can I expect on the SC-900
exam?

The SC-900 exam primarily consists of multiple-choice questions, case
studies, and scenario-based questions that test your understanding of
security, compliance, and identity management concepts.

How can I access the SC-900 study guide?

The SC-900 study guide can be accessed through Microsoft's official learning
platform, online educational sites, and various publications that focus on
Microsoft certification exams.

Are there any prerequisites for taking the SC-900
exam?

There are no formal prerequisites for taking the SC-900 exam, making it
accessible to anyone interested in foundational knowledge of security,
compliance, and identity concepts.

What is the passing score for the SC-900 exam?

The passing score for the SC-900 exam is typically around 700 out of 1000,
but this can vary, so it's advisable to check the latest information from
Microsoft.
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