Sat Writing Grammar Rules

Writing Cheat Sheet
Digital SAT

Always read from the
beginning of a sentence
all the way to the period

Transitions: continue, cause-and-
effect, or contradict? Determine
category. then check answers

"Student"” Motes: 1D key word(s)
in question & find answer that
matches; avoid bullet points

2 commas = 2 dashes
= 2 parentheses

Period = Semicolon
= Comma + and/but

Comma + s/he, it, they
usually = WRONG
{comma splice)

However (& other conjunctive
adverbs): start of clause = period/
semicolon; middle = 2 commas

Colon = Period when
sentence #2 explains or
defines sentence #1

Colon = explanation or list;
follows a sentence; followed
by sentence or fragment

It, Its = Sing. Noun
They, Their, Them = Pl. Noun

Singular verbs end in -s;
plural verbs do not

2 consecutive nouns usually
-.qpﬁu'mhe-m apostrophe
{1st noun poss., 2nd noun pl.)

Use commas OR semicolons
to separate list items; do
not mix

Dangling Modifier: a phrase
describing a noun must be
followed by that noun

ATHE CRITICAL READER

SAT writing grammar rules are crucial for students preparing for the SAT
exam. Mastering these rules not only helps in achieving a higher score but
also enhances overall writing skills. The SAT Writing and Language section
assesses your ability to understand and edit written passages, focusing on
grammar, punctuation, and style. This article will explore key SAT writing
grammar rules, offer tips for effective preparation, and provide examples to
illustrate these concepts.

Understanding the SAT Writing and Language
Section

Before diving into specific grammar rules, it is essential to understand the
format of the SAT Writing and Language section. This section consists of 44



multiple-choice questions based on five passages. These passages may include
narratives, informative texts, and argumentative essays. The questions assess
the following skills:

Grammar and usage
e Punctuation
e Sentence structure

Word choice

e Organization and cohesion

Each question is designed to evaluate your understanding of standard written
English conventions and your ability to revise and edit texts.

Key SAT Writing Grammar Rules

To excel in the SAT Writing and Language section, it is vital to familiarize
yourself with the following grammar rules:

1. Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is fundamental in constructing clear sentences. The
subject and verb must agree in number—singular or plural. Here are some
guidelines:

e Singular subjects take singular verbs. Example: "The cat runs quickly."

e Plural subjects take plural verbs. Example: "The cats run quickly."

e When using indefinite pronouns (e.g., anyone, everyone, someone), they
are typically treated as singular. Example: "Everyone is invited."

2. Pronoun Agreement

Pronouns must agree in number and gender with the nouns they replace. This
includes:

e Singular nouns require singular pronouns. Example: "The teacher lost her
book."
e Plural nouns require plural pronouns. Example: "The teachers lost their

books."



e Be cautious with collective nouns (e.g., team, committee) as they may be
singular or plural. Example: "The team is winning" (singular) vs. "The
team are arguing among themselves" (plural).

3. Verb Tenses

Maintaining consistent verb tenses throughout a passage is essential for
clarity. Here are some tips:

e Choose a tense and stick with it unless there is a time shift. Example:
"She walked to the store and bought groceries."

e Use present tense for general statements. Example: "Water boils at 100
degrees Celsius."

e Use past tense for completed actions. Example: "He finished his
homework."

4. Sentence Fragments

A sentence fragment is an incomplete sentence that lacks a subject or a verb.
To avoid fragments, ensure that each sentence contains at least one
independent clause.

Examples of fragments:

- "Because I was tired." (Fragment)
- "I went to bed early because I was tired." (Complete sentence)

5. Run-on Sentences

Run-on sentences occur when two independent clauses are incorrectly combined
without appropriate punctuation. To fix run-ons, consider these options:

e Use a period to separate the clauses. Example: "I love reading. It is my
favorite pastime."

e Use a comma and a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet,
so) . Example: "I love reading, and it is my favorite pastime."

e Use a semicolon to connect related clauses. Example: "I love reading; it
is my favorite pastime.”



6. Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers

Modifiers should be placed next to the word they describe to avoid confusion.

Examples of misplaced modifiers:

- "I saw the dog running down the street with a broken leg." (Unclear if the
dog or the leg is broken)
- "I saw the dog with a broken leg running down the street." (Clarifies that

the dog has the broken leqg)

A dangling modifier occurs when the word being modified is not explicitly

stated in the sentence. Example: "After reading the book, the movie was
disappointing.”" (It should be "After reading the book, I found the movie
disappointing.™)

7. Punctuation Rules

Correct punctuation is essential for clear writing. Here are some common
rules:

e Use commas to separate items in a list. Example: "I bought apples,
oranges, and bananas."

e Use commas before conjunctions in compound sentences. Example: "I wanted
to go for a walk, but it started raining."

e Use semicolons to link closely related independent clauses. Example: "I
have a big test tomorrow; I can’t go out tonight."

e Use apostrophes to indicate possession. Example: "The dog's leash is
broken."

Tips for Mastering SAT Writing Grammar Rules

To effectively prepare for the SAT Writing and Language section, consider the
following strategies:

1. Practice Regularly

The best way to solidify your understanding of grammar rules is through
consistent practice. Use SAT prep books, online resources, and practice tests
to hone your skills.

2. Review Common Errors

Familiarize yourself with the most common grammar mistakes to avoid them in
your writing. Pay attention to subject-verb agreement, pronoun usage, and



punctuation errors.

3. Read Actively

Reading high-quality writing in various genres can help you internalize
proper grammar and style. Take note of sentence structure, punctuation, and
how ideas are organized.

4. Seek Feedback

Share your writing with peers or teachers to receive constructive feedback on
grammar and style. Learning from your mistakes will improve your writing
skills over time.

Conclusion

Understanding and mastering SAT writing grammar rules is essential for
success on the SAT exam. By focusing on key areas such as subject-verb
agreement, pronoun use, verb tense consistency, and punctuation, you can
significantly improve your performance in the Writing and Language section.
Regular practice, active reading, and seeking feedback will further enhance
your skills. With dedication and effort, you can approach the SAT with
confidence and achieve your desired score.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of sentence structure
tested in the SAT writing section?

The SAT writing section tests understanding of simple, compound, and complex
sentences, including subject-verb agreement, proper use of clauses, and
correct punctuation.

How does the SAT assess punctuation usage?

The SAT assesses punctuation through questions that require knowledge of
commas, semicolons, colons, and dashes, especially in relation to independent
and dependent clauses.

What is the significance of subject-verb agreement in
SAT writing?

Subject-verb agreement is crucial as it ensures grammatical consistency; the
SAT tests this by presenting sentences where the subject and verb must agree
in number.



How are pronouns tested in the SAT writing section?

Pronouns are tested for correct usage, including agreement with antecedents
in number and gender, and clarity to avoid ambiguity in sentences.

What role do modifiers play in SAT writing questions?

Modifiers must be placed correctly to avoid confusion; the SAT tests
recognition of misplaced or dangling modifiers that can lead to unclear or
incorrect meanings.

How important is word choice in the SAT writing
section?

Word choice is wvital as the SAT tests the ability to choose precise and
effective language that enhances clarity and tone, avoiding vague or
redundant words.

What types of errors related to parallel structure
might appear on the SAT?

The SAT may include questions that test parallel structure by presenting
lists or comparisons that must maintain grammatical consistency in verb forms
or phrases.

How can one improve their understanding of SAT
writing grammar rules?

To improve understanding, students can practice with official SAT writing
samples, review grammar rules, and take note of common errors highlighted in
practice tests.
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Master SAT writing grammar rules with our comprehensive guide! Improve your skills and boost
your score. Discover how to excel today!
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