
Rolling Stones 500 Greatest Albums Of All
Time

The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums of All Time is a significant reference point in
the world of music, capturing the essence of rock and popular music across decades. This
list, first published in 2003 and updated in 2012, aims to chronicle the most influential and
artistically significant albums, spanning various genres and eras. The Rolling Stone
magazine, known for its deep ties to the music industry and journalism, curated this list
with contributions from artists, producers, and music critics, making it a comprehensive
survey of the albums that have shaped modern music.

History of the List

The conception of The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums of All Time arose from a desire
to celebrate the most impactful recordings in music history. The first list was released in the
magazine's 2003 issue, followed by an updated and expanded version in 2012. The
selection process involved a diverse group of music experts, including musicians,
producers, and music journalists, who voted on their favorite albums, contributing to a well-
rounded and eclectic final compilation.

Key Features of the List

Several aspects make The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums an essential reference for
music lovers:

Diversity of Genres: The list spans rock, pop, jazz, hip-hop, country, and beyond,
showcasing the breadth of musical expression.



Historical Context: Albums are not just evaluated on their musical merit but also on
their cultural and historical significance.

Influence: The impact an album has had on other artists and its lasting legacy in the
music industry plays a crucial role in its ranking.

Artist Representation: The list features a wide array of artists, from mainstream
legends to underground pioneers, illuminating the diverse landscape of music.

Top Ten Albums

The list is filled with iconic albums that have left an indelible mark on the music world.
Here’s a brief overview of the top ten albums as per the 2020 version of the list:

The Beatles – "Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band" (1967)1.

Often regarded as the pinnacle of the album format, this work revolutionized studio
recording techniques and popular music's artistic direction.

The Beach Boys – "Pet Sounds" (1966)2.

Celebrated for its intricate harmonies and innovative production, "Pet Sounds" has
influenced countless musicians and is often cited as one of the greatest albums ever.

James Brown – "Live at the Apollo" (1963)3.

A groundbreaking live album that captures the raw energy of James Brown’s
performances, it is a cornerstone of funk and soul music.

Marvin Gaye – "What's Going On" (1971)4.

This socially conscious album addressed themes of love, war, and civil rights, marking
a significant moment in the evolution of soul music.

The Beatles – "Revolver" (1966)5.

Known for its experimental sound and innovative songwriting, "Revolver" pushed the
boundaries of what popular music could achieve.

Bob Dylan – "Highway 61 Revisited" (1965)6.



This album marked Dylan's full embrace of rock music, featuring some of his most
iconic songs and lyrical depth.

John Coltrane – "A Love Supreme" (1965)7.

A spiritual masterpiece that combines jazz and profound themes, "A Love Supreme" is
a high point in Coltrane's career and in jazz music.

Chuck Berry – "The Great 28" (1959)8.

A compilation of Berry's hits, this album encapsulates the essence of rock and roll and
laid the groundwork for future artists.

Aretha Franklin – "I Never Loved a Man the Way I Love You" (1967)9.

A powerful blend of soul and gospel, this album showcases Franklin's incredible vocal
talent and emotional depth.

Stevie Wonder – "Songs in the Key of Life" (1976)10.

A sprawling double album that touches on themes of love, family, and social issues, it
is widely regarded as one of Wonder's finest works.

Impact on Music and Culture

The influence of The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums of All Time extends beyond mere
rankings. The list highlights the evolution of music and reflects cultural trends over the
years. By recognizing albums that address significant social issues, the list serves as a
historical document that showcases music’s power as a form of expression and resistance.

Encouraging Exploration

The list encourages listeners to explore a diverse range of music, often leading to the
discovery of lesser-known artists and albums. Many fans find themselves delving into the
back catalogs of artists they may not have considered before, broadening their musical
horizons and appreciation for different genres.

Controversies and Criticism



While The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums is widely regarded, it is not without its
controversies. Critics often point out the following issues:

Subjectivity: Music is inherently subjective, and many fans disagree with the
rankings and selections, feeling that certain albums or artists have been overlooked.

Genre Bias: Some argue that the list favors rock and pop over other genres, leading
to a lack of representation for jazz, country, and hip-hop.

Changing Tastes: As musical tastes evolve, certain albums may not resonate with
newer generations in the same way they did with earlier ones.

Legacy of the List

The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums of All Time has cemented its place in music
history. It serves as a reference point for music enthusiasts, historians, and aspiring artists
alike. The list has sparked countless discussions about music's significance, its cultural
impact, and the evolution of various genres.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, The Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums of All Time is more than just a list;
it's a celebration of music's power to connect, inspire, and provoke thought. Whether you
agree with the rankings or not, the list offers a valuable perspective on the albums that
have shaped our collective musical landscape. With its emphasis on diversity, historical
significance, and cultural impact, it stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of music
and its ability to reflect the human experience. For music lovers, exploring these albums is
not just a journey through sound; it’s an exploration of history, emotion, and creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What criteria did Rolling Stone magazine use to select
the 500 greatest albums of all time?
Rolling Stone magazine considered factors such as artistic merit, influence on the genre,
historical significance, and cultural impact when selecting the 500 greatest albums.

Which album topped the Rolling Stone's 500 greatest
albums of all time list in the latest edition?
In the latest edition, 'Abbey Road' by The Beatles topped the Rolling Stone's 500 greatest



albums of all time list.

How often does Rolling Stone update its list of the 500
greatest albums?
Rolling Stone typically updates its list of the 500 greatest albums every few years, with
significant revisions reflecting changing musical landscapes and new discoveries.

What notable albums were included for the first time in
the latest edition of the Rolling Stone 500 greatest
albums list?
The latest edition of the Rolling Stone 500 greatest albums list included several notable
albums for the first time, such as 'Lemonade' by Beyoncé and 'To Pimp a Butterfly' by
Kendrick Lamar.

How can fans engage with the Rolling Stone 500
greatest albums list?
Fans can engage with the Rolling Stone 500 greatest albums list by sharing their opinions
on social media, participating in discussions, and creating playlists based on the albums
featured in the list.
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