Rita Sue And Bob Too

Rita Sue and Bob Too is a notable British play that intricately explores themes of social class,
sexuality, and the complexities of human relationships. Written by Andrea Dunbar, the play first
premiered in 1982 and has since become a significant piece of modern British theatre. This article
delves into the background of the play, its key themes, character analysis, and its impact on theatre
and society.

Background of the Play



Andrea Dunbar was a working-class playwright whose life experiences heavily influenced her
writing. Born in 1961 in a council estate in Bradford, Dunbar began writing at an early age, drawing
from her own experiences and the struggles of those around her. "Rita Sue and Bob Too" was
inspired by her life in Yorkshire and her observations of the societal dynamics within her community.

The play premiered at the Royal Court Theatre in London and was well-received, garnering attention
for its raw and honest portrayal of life in a working-class environment. Dunbar's unique voice and

perspective offered audiences a glimpse into the lives of young women navigating their desires and
aspirations within a constrained societal framework.

Plot Summary

"Rita Sue and Bob Too" follows the lives of two teenage girls, Rita and Sue, who engage in a sexual
relationship with Bob, an older married man. The play unfolds in a series of vignettes that showcase
their interactions, the consequences of their actions, and the societal judgments they face.

The narrative is characterized by:

1. Rita: A spirited and independent teenager who is eager to explore her sexuality.

2. Sue: More reserved than Rita, Sue often finds herself caught between her friend’s
adventurous spirit and her own hesitations.

3. Bob: A charming but irresponsible man who becomes the object of both girls' affections,
representing the allure and danger of adult relationships.

As the story progresses, the dynamics among the trio become increasingly complicated, revealing
the harsh realities of their lives and the impact of their choices.

Themes Explored in the Play

"Rita Sue and Bob Too" is rich in themes that resonate deeply with audiences. Some of the most
prominent themes include:

1. Class and Social Status

The play is steeped in the realities of working-class life in Britain. Dunbar poignantly captures the
struggles of her characters as they navigate their socio-economic environment. The depiction of the
council estate, the girls' limited opportunities, and their desire for a better life reflect the broader
societal issues of class disparity.



2. Sexuality and Coming of Age

At its core, "Rita Sue and Bob Too" is a coming-of-age story that addresses teenage sexuality and the
complexities surrounding it. Rita and Sue's exploration of their desires serves as a commentary on
the freedom and constraints of youth. The play does not shy away from the realities of sexual
relationships, portraying them with both humor and gravity.

3. Gender Roles

The characters embody and challenge traditional gender roles. Rita is portrayed as a confident
young woman who seeks to take charge of her sexual agency, while Sue represents a more cautious
approach. Their relationship with Bob raises questions about male dominance and the power
dynamics inherent in romantic relationships.

4. Consequences of Actions

The play underscores the consequences of the characters' decisions. Bob’s actions have
repercussions not only for himself but also for Rita and Sue, illustrating how choices in relationships
can lead to unexpected and often painful outcomes.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "Rita Sue and Bob Too" is vital to grasping the play's themes.

Rita

Rita is a bold and outspoken character, representative of many young women who challenge societal
norms. Her vivacious nature often masks her vulnerabilities, making her a complex figure. Rita’s
pursuit of intimacy with Bob reflects her desire for autonomy, yet it also exposes her to the risks
associated with adult relationships.

Sue

Sue serves as a foil to Rita, embodying a more cautious approach to life. Her hesitance in engaging
with Bob highlights the internal conflict many young women face regarding sexual exploration and
societal expectations. Sue's character arc is particularly poignant as she navigates her friendship
with Rita and her feelings toward Bob.



Bob

Bob is a multifaceted character who represents both attraction and danger. His charm draws Rita
and Sue in, but his selfishness ultimately leads to hurt and disappointment. Bob's interactions with
the girls reflect the complexities of adult relationships and the often problematic nature of male-
female dynamics.

Impact on Theatre and Society

"Rita Sue and Bob Too" has left a lasting legacy on British theatre and has contributed to discussions
about class, gender, and sexuality.

1. Influence on British Theatre

Dunbar's work has inspired a generation of playwrights, particularly those from working-class
backgrounds. Her authentic voice and refusal to shy away from uncomfortable truths have paved the
way for more diverse narratives in theatre. The play's success at the Royal Court Theatre helped to
establish it as a vital piece of modern British drama.

2. Social Commentary

The play continues to resonate with audiences today, as it addresses themes that remain relevant.
Discussions around class, gender, and sexuality are still at the forefront of societal debates, making
"Rita Sue and Bob Too" a timeless exploration of human experiences. The characters' struggles
reflect ongoing societal challenges faced by many, particularly young women navigating their
identities.

3. Adaptations and Revivals

Over the years, "Rita Sue and Bob Too" has seen various adaptations and revivals, including a film
version released in 1987. Each adaptation has brought new life to Dunbar's work, allowing it to
reach broader audiences and inviting contemporary reflections on its themes.

Conclusion

"Rita Sue and Bob Too" is more than just a play; it is a cultural artifact that captures the essence of
working-class life in Britain. Through its insightful exploration of class, sexuality, and gender,
Andrea Dunbar's work remains a poignant reminder of the struggles and triumphs of youth. As
audiences continue to engage with the play, its relevance endures, encouraging conversations about
the complexities of human relationships in a changing societal landscape.



Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in the play 'Rita Sue and Bob Too'?

The play explores themes such as sexuality, class disparity, teenage rebellion, and the complexities
of relationships, particularly focusing on the lives of working-class youth.

Who is the playwright of 'Rita Sue and Bob Too'?

The playwright of 'Rita Sue and Bob Too' is Andrea Dunbar, known for her raw and poignant
storytelling that often reflects her own experiences growing up in a working-class environment.

How has 'Rita Sue and Bob Too' influenced contemporary
theater?

The play has influenced contemporary theater by giving voice to marginalized characters and
highlighting social issues, inspiring a new generation of playwrights to tackle similar themes with
authenticity and grit.

What is the significance of the setting in '‘Rita Sue and Bob
Too'?

The setting, which takes place in a working-class neighborhood in Northern England, is significant
as it grounds the characters' experiences in a specific socio-economic context, shaping their
identities and choices.

Has 'Rita Sue and Bob Too' been adapted into other formats?

Yes, 'Rita Sue and Bob Too' was adapted into a film in 1987, which brought the story to a wider
audience while maintaining the original themes and tone of the play.
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