
Rudyard Kipling How The Camel Got His
Hump

Rudyard Kipling: How the Camel Got His Hump is a fascinating tale that forms part of Kipling's larger
collection known as the "Just So Stories." Written to entertain and educate children, this story provides a
whimsical explanation for the camel's distinctive hump while also imparting valuable lessons about hard
work, responsibility, and the consequences of laziness. This article delves into the origins of the story, its
themes, and its relevance in contemporary times, as well as an exploration of Kipling's literary style.

Origins of the Story

Rudyard Kipling, born in 1865 in India, was an English author known for his short stories, poems, and
novels. His work often reflects his experiences in colonial India, and "How the Camel Got His Hump" is no
exception. The story was first published in 1902 as part of the "Just So Stories," a collection aimed primarily
at children. These stories are characterized by their imaginative explanations for various natural
phenomena, animals, and human behaviors.



Kipling's inspiration for "How the Camel Got His Hump" likely stemmed from his observations of the
animals and culture surrounding him during his time in India. The story serves as a mythological account,
blending elements of folklore with Kipling's unique narrative style.

Summary of the Story

The tale begins in a time when the world was still new, and animals could speak and engage in human-
like behavior. In this world, the camel is depicted as a lazy creature that refuses to work, preferring to stay
idle in the desert. This lack of effort does not sit well with the other animals, particularly the dog, who is
diligent and hardworking.

Key Characters

1. The Camel: A lazy animal who avoids work and responsibilities.
2. The Dog: Represents hard work and diligence; he tries to convince the camel to work.
3. The Horse: Another diligent character who also tries to persuade the camel.
4. The Man: A human figure who plays a crucial role in the camel's transformation.

Plot Development

The story unfolds as the dog, horse, and man confront the camel about his laziness. The camel, however,
dismisses their concerns and continues to lounge about. Frustrated by his behavior, the animals decide to
report him to the "Three," a group of powerful and authoritative figures in the animal kingdom.

When the Three arrive, they find the camel lounging in the sun. They are disappointed by his lack of
effort and decide to teach him a lesson. The camel's laziness leads to a significant change: he is transformed,
and a hump appears on his back as a physical manifestation of his idleness. The hump serves a dual purpose:
it is a reminder of his laziness and provides him with the necessary energy to work.

Thematic Exploration

Kipling's story is rich in themes that resonate with both children and adults. By examining these themes,
readers can gain a deeper understanding of the moral lessons embedded within the narrative.



Hard Work vs. Laziness

At the heart of "How the Camel Got His Hump" is the theme of hard work versus laziness. The camel's
refusal to work not only affects him but also disrupts the harmony of the animal community. Kipling
emphasizes that diligence and cooperation are essential for a well-functioning society. The story serves as a
cautionary tale about the consequences of laziness, suggesting that one must contribute to the collective
effort to avoid punishment.

Responsibility

Responsibility is another crucial theme in the story. The animals work hard to fulfill their roles within the
ecosystem, while the camel shirks his duties. Kipling illustrates the importance of taking responsibility for
one's actions and the impact that individual choices can have on the community. The transformation of the
camel into a creature with a hump symbolizes the burden of responsibility that he must now bear.

Consequences of Actions

Kipling masterfully weaves the concept of consequences throughout the narrative. The camel's laziness
leads to his physical transformation, serving as a metaphor for how one's actions can have lasting effects.
The story encourages readers to think about the repercussions of their choices and how they can shape
their futures.

Literary Style and Techniques

Kipling's writing style in "How the Camel Got His Hump" is captivating, employing various literary
techniques that enhance the narrative and engage young readers.

Use of Humor

Kipling's humor shines throughout the story, making it enjoyable for children. The exaggerated laziness of
the camel and the absurdity of his transformation create a playful tone. This humor not only entertains but
also serves to reinforce the moral lessons within the tale.



Engaging Language and Rhythm

The language in "How the Camel Got His Hump" is rhythmic and lyrical, making it a pleasure to read
aloud. Kipling uses repetition and alliteration to create a musical quality that captures the imagination of
young readers. Phrases like "the camel, sitting in the sand" emphasize the camel's laziness while also
creating a vivid image of the setting.

Anthropomorphism

Kipling employs anthropomorphism, attributing human traits and characteristics to animals. This technique
allows readers to connect with the characters on a personal level, making the story relatable. The camel's
struggles with laziness and the consequences he faces mirror the challenges that children might experience
in their own lives.

Relevance in Contemporary Times

Despite being written over a century ago, "How the Camel Got His Hump" remains relevant in today's
world. The lessons about hard work, responsibility, and the consequences of laziness are timeless and
applicable across generations.

Teaching Children Values

Parents and educators can use this story as a tool to teach children essential values. The narrative provides
an engaging way to discuss the importance of hard work, the impact of individual actions on the
community, and the need for responsibility. The whimsical nature of the story makes it an effective
medium for imparting these lessons.

Encouraging Imagination

Kipling's imaginative storytelling encourages creativity and critical thinking. Children are invited to
explore the world of animals and consider how their behaviors and choices impact their lives. The story
can inspire young readers to create their own tales and explanations for the world around them.



Conclusion

In conclusion, Rudyard Kipling: How the Camel Got His Hump is a rich and engaging tale that offers
valuable lessons about hard work, responsibility, and the consequences of laziness. Through imaginative
storytelling, Kipling captivates readers of all ages, making the story a timeless classic. The themes explored
in this narrative resonate with contemporary audiences, serving as a reminder of the importance of
diligence and the impact of individual choices on the larger community. As children continue to discover
the world of literature, Kipling's "Just So Stories," including "How the Camel Got His Hump," will
undoubtedly remain a cherished part of their literary journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'How the Camel Got His Hump'?
The main theme is about laziness and the consequences that come from avoiding work, as exemplified by
the camel's transformation due to his unwillingness to help.

Who are the main characters in 'How the Camel Got His Hump'?
The main characters include the lazy camel, the Djinn (a magical spirit), and the other animals who are
affected by the camel's behavior.

What lesson does Rudyard Kipling intend to teach through this story?
Kipling aims to teach the importance of diligence and the idea that one's actions (or inactions) can lead to
lasting changes in one's life.

In what literary style is 'How the Camel Got His Hump' written?
The story is written in a fable style, featuring anthropomorphized animals and conveying moral lessons.

How does the camel end up with a hump?
The camel receives his hump as a punishment from the Djinn for being lazy and refusing to work
alongside the other animals.

What is the significance of the Djinn in the story?
The Djinn serves as a figure of authority who enforces consequences for the camel's laziness, highlighting
themes of justice and accountability.



What other animals are featured in the story, and what roles do they
play?
Other animals like the horse, dog, and ox appear, representing hard work and community effort,
contrasting with the camel's laziness.

How does 'How the Camel Got His Hump' reflect Rudyard Kipling's
writing style?
The story reflects Kipling's use of playful language, imaginative scenarios, and moral lessons, characteristic
of his children's literature.

What is the historical context of 'How the Camel Got His Hump'?
Published in 1902, the story is part of Kipling's 'Just So Stories,' which explore origins and myths, often
reflecting the colonial mindset of the time.
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