
Rikki Tikki Tavi Answer Key

Rikki Tikki Tavi answer key refers to the solutions and insights related to
the popular short story written by Rudyard Kipling, which is part of his
collection titled "The Jungle Book." This tale of a courageous mongoose who
defends his human family from venomous snakes is not only a captivating
narrative but also a rich source of themes, character analysis, and moral
lessons. In this article, we will delve into various aspects of "Rikki Tikki
Tavi," providing an answer key that can assist readers, students, and
educators in understanding the story more deeply.

Overview of the Story

"Rikki Tikki Tavi" follows the adventures of a young mongoose named Rikki
Tikki, who is rescued by a British family in India after being washed away in
a flood. The story unfolds in a garden, where Rikki Tikki discovers the
dangers posed by two cobras, Nag and Nagaina, who threaten the safety of his
new human family, the Teddy's.

Main Characters

1. Rikki Tikki Tavi: The protagonist, a brave and quick-witted mongoose who
protects his adopted family.
2. Nag: A large male cobra who represents the primary antagonist in the
story.



3. Nagaina: The female cobra and Nag's mate, equally dangerous and cunning.
4. Teddy: The boy in the British family who becomes Rikki Tikki’s closest
friend.
5. Teddy's Parents: They are supportive of Rikki Tikki and provide a
nurturing environment.

Themes and Symbolism

Understanding the themes and symbols in "Rikki Tikki Tavi" is crucial for
interpreting the story's deeper meanings. Here are some prominent themes:

Bravery and Heroism

Rikki Tikki exemplifies bravery throughout the story. His willingness to
confront dangerous snakes, despite the risks, highlights the theme of
heroism. This theme resonates with readers, showcasing the importance of
courage in the face of adversity.

Nature and Survival

The story emphasizes the natural instincts that govern the lives of its
characters. Rikki Tikki’s instinct to protect his family mirrors the survival
instincts present in the animal kingdom, where every creature must fight for
its existence.

Good vs. Evil

The conflict between Rikki Tikki and the cobras symbolizes the age-old battle
of good versus evil. Rikki Tikki embodies goodness, loyalty, and protection,
while Nag and Nagaina represent malice and danger. This dichotomy serves as a
moral lesson about the importance of standing up against evil.

Family and Loyalty

Rikki Tikki’s bond with the Teddy family showcases loyalty and the concept of
family, even when that family is not of the same species. His commitment to
safeguarding them highlights the theme of love that transcends boundaries.



Plot Summary

To provide a clearer understanding of the story, here is a brief summary of
the plot:

1. Introduction: Rikki Tikki Tavi is washed away from his home and rescued by
a British family.
2. Discovery of Threats: Rikki learns about the cobras, Nag and Nagaina, who
plan to kill the Teddy family.
3. First Confrontation: Rikki bravely confronts Nag and manages to kill him
in the bathroom, saving the family from immediate danger.
4. Nagaina's Revenge: Nagaina seeks revenge for her husband's death, trying
to attack the Teddy family.
5. Final Battle: Rikki Tikki confronts Nagaina and ultimately defeats her,
securing peace in the garden.

Answer Key for Common Questions and Themes

To assist educators and students, here are some common questions related to
"Rikki Tikki Tavi" along with their answers:

1. What motivates Rikki Tikki to fight against the
snakes?
Rikki Tikki's motivation stems from his instinct to protect his adopted
family, the Teddy's. His loyalty and bravery drive him to confront the
threats posed by Nag and Nagaina.

2. How does Kipling use symbolism in the story?
Kipling employs symbolism through the characters of Rikki Tikki, Nag, and
Nagaina. The mongoose represents bravery and good, while the cobras symbolize
danger and evil. The garden itself serves as a microcosm of the larger world
where these forces clash.

3. What is the significance of the setting in the
story?
The story is set in a British colonial garden in India, which reflects the
clash of cultures and the natural world. This setting serves as the backdrop
for the confrontation between domestic life and the wild, illustrating the
themes of survival and territory.



4. What lessons can be learned from Rikki Tikki's
character?
Rikki Tikki teaches valuable lessons about courage, the importance of
standing up for what is right, and the power of loyalty. His character
demonstrates that heroism can come in many forms, regardless of size or
species.

Educational Activities Related to "Rikki Tikki
Tavi"

In addition to reading the story, various activities can enhance
comprehension and engagement:

Character Analysis: Have students create a character map detailing the
traits, motivations, and relationships of the main characters.

Theme Exploration: Ask students to identify themes in the story and
relate them to their own lives or current events.

Creative Writing: Encourage students to write an alternate ending or a
sequel to "Rikki Tikki Tavi."

Art Project: Students can illustrate their favorite scene or character
from the story, promoting creativity and comprehension.

Conclusion

The "Rikki Tikki Tavi answer key" serves as a valuable resource for educators
and students alike, providing insights into the story's characters, themes,
and moral lessons. As a timeless tale, "Rikki Tikki Tavi" continues to
resonate with readers, teaching the importance of bravery, loyalty, and the
eternal struggle between good and evil. Whether read for enjoyment or studied
for deeper understanding, Kipling's story remains an engaging exploration of
the animal kingdom and the virtues that define humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' about?
Rikki-Tikki-Tavi is a short story by Rudyard Kipling that follows a young
mongoose named Rikki-Tikki as he defends his human family from two cobras,
Nag and Nagaina.

Who are the main characters in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?
The main characters include Rikki-Tikki, the mongoose; Nag, the male cobra;
Nagaina, the female cobra; and the human family consisting of Teddy, his
parents, and their pet bird.

What is the main theme of 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?
The main theme is the struggle between good and evil, as represented by
Rikki-Tikki's fight against the cobras to protect his family.

How does Rikki-Tikki-Tavi become a hero?
Rikki-Tikki becomes a hero by bravely facing and defeating Nag and Nagaina,
ultimately safeguarding the human family from their threats.

What lesson does 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' teach about
bravery?
The story teaches that bravery often comes from a sense of duty and love for
others, as Rikki-Tikki risks his life to protect his human family.

What role do the other animals play in 'Rikki-Tikki-
Tavi'?
Other animals, such as Chuchundra the muskrat and Darzee the tailorbird,
provide insight and support to Rikki-Tikki, helping him understand the
dangers posed by the cobras.

What is the significance of the setting in 'Rikki-
Tikki-Tavi'?
The setting is a British colonial garden in India, which creates a rich
backdrop for the encounters between the mongoose and the cobras, highlighting
themes of nature and survival.

How does the story reflect the concept of nature's
balance?
The story reflects nature's balance by showing the predator-prey relationship
between Rikki-Tikki and the cobras, illustrating how each creature has its
role in the ecosystem.



What literary devices are prominent in 'Rikki-Tikki-
Tavi'?
Prominent literary devices include personification, as animals are given
human traits, and symbolism, where Rikki-Tikki represents courage and
protection.

How does 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' end?
The story ends with Rikki-Tikki triumphantly defeating Nagaina and ensuring
the safety of his human family, solidifying his role as their protector.
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