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Roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 2 answer key is an essential resource for students and
educators alike, as it emphasizes the importance of understanding word structure in the
English language. Mastering the components of words—roots, prefixes, and suffixes—can
significantly enhance vocabulary comprehension and facilitate better reading and writing
skills. This lesson delves into the nuances of these components, providing clarity and
context for learners, while serving as an answer key to reinforce the concepts discussed in
the lesson.

Understanding Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes

Roots, prefixes, and suffixes are the building blocks of words. Learning how to manipulate
them can empower students to decode unfamiliar terms and enrich their language skills.

What are Roots?

Roots are the fundamental parts of a word that carry its core meaning. They often derive
from Latin or Greek origins and can stand alone or combine with other elements to form
new words.

- Examples of Roots:
1. bio (life): as in "biography," "biology," or "biodegradable."



2. graph (write): as in "autograph," "biography," or "photograph."
3. ject (throw): as in "inject," "eject," or "project."

Understanding roots can help students infer the meanings of related words, thereby
expanding their vocabulary.

What are Prefixes?

Prefixes are syllables added to the beginning of a root word to modify its meaning. They
can indicate negation, repetition, time, or degree, among other things.

- Common Prefixes:

1. un- (not): as in "unhappy," "undo," or "unfair."

2. re- (again): as in "replay," "redo," or "revisit."

3. pre- (before): as in "preview," "prehistoric," or "predate."

4. dis- (opposite of): as in "disagree," "disappear," or "dislike."

By examining prefixes, students can gain insights into how the meaning of a root word
changes when different prefixes are added.

What are Suffixes?

Suffixes are added to the end of a root word to alter its form, often changing the word's
grammatical function. They can transform nouns into verbs, adjectives into nouns, and so
forth.

- Common Suffixes:

1. -ing (action or process): as in "running," "swimming," or "reading."
2. -ed (past tense): as in "talked," "jumped," or "visited."

3. -ness (state or quality): as in "happiness," "darkness," or "kindness."
4. -able (capable of): as in "readable," "enjoyable," or "manageable."

Recognizing suffixes allows students to understand the grammatical role of words in
sentences, which is crucial for effective communication.

Lesson Objectives

The objectives of the roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 2 include:

1. To familiarize students with the concept and function of roots, prefixes, and suffixes.
2. To enhance vocabulary through the exploration of word formation.

3. To improve reading comprehension by teaching students how to deduce meanings of
unfamiliar words.

4. To encourage students to use new vocabulary in their writing.



Activities and Exercises

Engaging students in hands-on activities is key to reinforcing their understanding of roots,
prefixes, and suffixes. Here are some suggested activities:

Word Building Activity

1. Materials Needed: Index cards, markers.

2. Instructions:

- Write different roots, prefixes, and suffixes on separate index cards.

- In small groups, have students create as many words as possible by combining the cards.
- Encourage them to write down the definitions of the new words they form.

Matching Game

1. Materials Needed: Printed lists of roots, prefixes, suffixes, and their meanings.

2. Instructions:

- Create a matching game where students must pair roots with their correct prefixes and
suffixes.

- This can be done individually or in teams for added competition.

Sentence Creation

1. Instructions:

- Ask students to choose a word they've learned from the lesson and create a sentence
using that word.

- Encourage them to think about the context in which the word can be used and to share
their sentences with the class.

Answer Key for Lesson 2

Below are sample answers to common exercises that might appear in a lesson focused on
roots, prefixes, and suffixes. This answer key serves as a guideline for educators to assess
student understanding.

Exercise 1: Identify the Root

- 1. Biography: Root is bio (life).
- 2. Disagree: Root is agree.
- 3. Unhappiness: Root is happy.



Exercise 2: Add a Prefix

- 1. Play: Replay.
- 2. Happy: Unhappy.
- 3. Regular: Irregular.

Exercise 3: Add a Suffix

- 1. Read: Reading.
- 2. Care: Careful.
- 3. Kind: Kindness.

Exercise 4: Word Meaning Context

Provide the meanings of the following words based on their components:

- 1. Misunderstand: To understand wrongly (mis- + understand).
- 2. Revisit: To visit again (re- + visit).
- 3. Biodegradable: Capable of being decomposed by biological agents (bio- + degradable).

Conclusion

In conclusion, the roots prefixes and suffixes lesson 2 answer key not only serves as a guide
for educators in assessing student work but also reinforces the importance of
understanding word structure in language acquisition. By mastering roots, prefixes, and
suffixes, students can unlock a deeper understanding of the English language, enhance
their vocabulary, and improve their reading and writing skills. The activities and exercises
outlined in this lesson facilitate active learning and encourage students to apply their
knowledge creatively. As they become more adept at manipulating the components of
words, they will find themselves better equipped to navigate the complexities of language
in both academic and everyday contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are roots, prefixes, and suffixes in linguistics?

Roots are the base parts of words that carry the main meaning, prefixes are added to the
beginning of roots to modify their meaning, and suffixes are added to the end of roots for
similar purposes.



How can understanding roots help improve vocabulary?

Understanding roots can help learners decode unfamiliar words, as many words in English
share common roots, allowing for better comprehension and retention of vocabulary.

Can you provide an example of a word with a prefix and
suffix?

Sure! The word 'unhappiness' has the prefix 'un-' meaning 'not', the root 'happy', and the
suffix '-ness' which turns the adjective into a noun.

What strategies can be used to teach roots, prefixes,
and suffixes effectively?

Effective strategies include using word maps to visually demonstrate relationships,
engaging in word-building games, and incorporating context clues in reading exercises to
reinforce understanding.

How do roots, prefixes, and suffixes contribute to word
formation in English?

They allow the creation of new words and variations, enabling speakers to express nuanced
meanings and adapt language to different contexts by modifying base words.
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