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Robert Kennedy: His Life by Evan Thomas is a compelling exploration of one of the
most complex figures in American history. Robert F. Kennedy, often referred to as RFK,
was a man who navigated the tumultuous waters of mid-20th century America with a
fierce commitment to social justice, civil rights, and political reform. Evan Thomas, a
renowned author and journalist, delves deep into RFK's life, examining his upbringing,
political career, and the tragic end to his journey. This article will explore the key themes
and insights presented in Thomas's biography, highlighting the significant events and
influences that shaped Robert Kennedy's legacy.

Early Life and Family Background

Robert Francis Kennedy was born on November 20, 1925, into a politically prominent
family in Brookline, Massachusetts. As the second youngest of nine children, he grew up in
a household that valued public service and ambition. His father, Joseph P. Kennedy Sr.,
was a successful businessman and politician, while his mother, Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy,
instilled a strong sense of duty and faith in her children.



Education and Military Service

RFK attended Harvard University, where he excelled academically and participated in
various extracurricular activities. However, his education was interrupted by World War
II, when he enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve. Serving as a naval officer on a patrol boat
in the Pacific Theater, he displayed bravery and leadership qualities that would later
define his political career.

Political Awakening

After returning from the war, Kennedy completed his degree at Harvard and went on to
study law at the University of Virginia. It was during this time that he experienced a
political awakening, sparked by the Civil Rights Movement and the growing social unrest
in America. His deepening awareness of social injustices and inequality would guide many
of his future endeavors.

Career in Politics

Robert Kennedy's political career began in earnest when he joined his brother John F.
Kennedy’s campaign for the U.S. Senate in 1952. After John’s victory, RFK served as his
brother’s chief counsel, gaining invaluable experience and insight into the political
landscape of the time.

Role in the Kennedy Administration

As Attorney General from 1961 to 1964, Robert Kennedy played a pivotal role in
addressing civil rights issues. His tenure was marked by significant events, including:

The Civil Rights Movement: RFK became an ardent supporter of civil rights,
advocating for legislation to end segregation and promote equality.

The Cuban Missile Crisis: He was instrumental in advising President Kennedy during
this critical period, advocating for a diplomatic resolution over military action.

Organized Crime: RFK targeted organized crime, leading a vigorous campaign
against mobsters and illegal racketeering.

Kennedy’s tenure as Attorney General solidified his reputation as a champion of justice
and an advocate for the oppressed.



Personal Struggles and Growth

While RFK’s public life was characterized by his passionate pursuits, his personal life was
fraught with challenges. The assassination of his brother John in 1963 profoundly affected
him, leading to a period of introspection and grief.

Family Life

Robert Kennedy married Ethel Skakel in 1950, and they had eleven children together. His
family life was both a source of strength and a source of stress. The demands of public
service often meant that he was away from home, which sometimes strained his
relationships with his wife and children.

Impact of Tragedy

The loss of his brother John was a turning point for RFK. He became increasingly aware of
the fragility of life and the urgency of addressing social issues. This realization led him to
speak out more fervently about poverty, racial injustice, and the Vietnam War.

Presidential Campaign and Vision for America

In 1968, Robert Kennedy announced his candidacy for the Democratic nomination for
president. His campaign was built on a vision of unity and progress, focusing on the
following themes:

Social Justice: RFK sought to address poverty and inequality, advocating for policies1.
that would uplift marginalized communities.

Ending the Vietnam War: He called for a reevaluation of U.S. involvement in2.
Vietnam, advocating for peace and diplomacy.

Civil Rights: He continued to champion civil rights, emphasizing the need for equal3.
opportunities for all Americans.

Kennedy’s charisma and ability to connect with people from diverse backgrounds
resonated with many. His campaign ignited hope and enthusiasm among young voters,
who saw him as a beacon of change.



Assassination and Legacy

Tragically, Robert F. Kennedy's campaign was cut short when he was assassinated on June
5, 1968, shortly after giving a victory speech in California. His death sent shockwaves
throughout the nation, marking a profound loss for America.

Evan Thomas's biography, Robert Kennedy: His Life, captures the essence of RFK’s
legacy—his commitment to social justice, his ability to empathize with the marginalized,
and his hope for a better future. Thomas illustrates how RFK's life and work continue to
inspire generations of activists and leaders.

Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of Robert
Kennedy

Robert F. Kennedy remains a significant figure in American history, symbolizing the fight
for equality and justice. His life, as chronicled by Evan Thomas, serves as a reminder of
the power of leadership rooted in compassion and conviction.

RFK’s vision for a just society continues to resonate today, influencing contemporary
movements for social change. Through his advocacy and unwavering commitment, he left
an indelible mark on the fabric of American society, inspiring countless individuals to
stand up for what is right.

In conclusion, Robert Kennedy: His Life by Evan Thomas provides a detailed and nuanced
portrait of a man who sought to change the world. Through an exploration of his early life,
political career, and personal struggles, readers gain insight into the complexities of RFK’s
character and the legacy he left behind. As we reflect on his contributions, it’s essential to
remember the ideals he championed and the ongoing relevance of his message in today’s
world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Evan Thomas and what is his connection to
Robert Kennedy?
Evan Thomas is an American author and journalist known for his biographies. He wrote
'Robert Kennedy: His Life,' which provides an in-depth look at the life, political career, and
legacy of Robert F. Kennedy.

What are some key themes explored in Evan Thomas's
biography of Robert Kennedy?
Key themes include Kennedy's complex personality, his evolution from a privileged
upbringing to a champion of civil rights, and the impact of personal tragedy on his political



ideals.

How does Evan Thomas portray Robert Kennedy's
relationship with his family?
Evan Thomas portrays Robert Kennedy's family relationships as deeply influential,
highlighting the support and pressures he experienced from the Kennedy legacy,
particularly regarding his brothers John and Edward.

What significant events in Robert Kennedy's life does
Evan Thomas focus on in his biography?
Evan Thomas focuses on significant events such as Kennedy's role in the Cuban Missile
Crisis, his campaign for the presidency in 1968, and the impact of his brother John F.
Kennedy's assassination on his life and political views.

What is the critical reception of 'Robert Kennedy: His
Life' by Evan Thomas?
The biography received positive reviews for its thorough research and engaging narrative,
with many praising Thomas's ability to humanize Robert Kennedy and provide insight into
his motivations.

What impact did Robert Kennedy's assassination have
on American politics, as discussed by Evan Thomas?
Evan Thomas discusses how Robert Kennedy's assassination in 1968 marked a turning
point in American politics, leading to increased political cynicism, and a loss of hope
among younger generations, which still resonates today.

In what ways does Evan Thomas address Robert
Kennedy's stance on social issues?
Evan Thomas addresses Robert Kennedy's passionate advocacy for civil rights, poverty
alleviation, and social justice, showcasing how these issues shaped his political agenda
and public persona.

What makes Evan Thomas's biography of Robert
Kennedy stand out among other works?
Evan Thomas's biography stands out for its detailed narrative style, extensive interviews,
and a balanced portrayal that captures both the public achievements and private struggles
of Robert Kennedy.
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Explore the life of Robert Kennedy through Evan Thomas's insightful narrative. Discover how his
legacy shaped a nation. Learn more about this remarkable journey!
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