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Rolling Stone magazine has become an iconic publication in the realms of
music and popular culture since its inception in the late 1960s. Founded by
Jann Wenner and Ralph J. Gleason, Rolling Stone was born out of a desire to
provide a voice for the counterculture movement, focusing on music, politics,
and social issues. The magazine quickly established itself as a vital
platform for artists, critics, and readers alike, capturing the essence of
the times and influencing generations. This article explores the history of
Rolling Stone, examining its founding, evolution, key moments, and impact on
music and culture.



Founding and Early Years (1967-1970)

In November 1967, Jann Wenner, a 21-year-old graduate of the University of
California, Berkeley, launched Rolling Stone in San Francisco. The first
issue featured a cover story on the Grateful Dead, symbolizing the magazine's
deep connection to the burgeoning rock and roll scene. Wenner’s vision was to
create a publication that combined music journalism with political and
cultural commentary, a reflection of the social upheaval of the era.

Initial Challenges

The magazine faced several challenges in its early years, including:

- Financial Struggles: Rolling Stone faced significant financial difficulties
in its initial months, with Wenner investing his own money to keep the
publication afloat.

- Content Direction: Wenner and Gleason grappled with the magazine's
editorial focus, balancing music reviews with broader cultural critiques.

- Distribution: The magazine initially struggled to find its audience,
leading to limited distribution in its early issues.

Despite these challenges, Rolling Stone quickly gained popularity, with its
unique blend of in-depth articles and vibrant photography resonating with
readers.

The Golden Age (1970s)

The 1970s marked a transformative period for Rolling Stone, as it solidified
its position as a leading voice in music journalism. This era saw the
magazine expand its reach and influence, covering not only rock and roll but
also emerging genres and societal issues.

Notable Features and Contributors

During this decade, Rolling Stone featured some of the most significant
writers and artists of the time, including:

1. Hunter S. Thompson: The father of Gonzo journalism, Thompson contributed
groundbreaking pieces that blurred the lines between journalism and fiction.
2. Greil Marcus: A prominent music critic whose essays and reviews helped
shape the understanding of American music.

3. Cameron Crowe: A young reporter who wrote extensively for Rolling Stone
before moving on to a successful career in film.



The magazine also published major features on the following artists:

- The Rolling Stones: The magazine’s namesake band, featuring numerous
interviews and concert reviews.

- Bob Dylan: His music and influence were frequently explored, solidifying
his place in the rock canon.

- Led Zeppelin: Coverage of their concerts and albums contributed to their
legendary status in rock history.

The Expansion of Coverage

As the 1970s progressed, Rolling Stone expanded its coverage to encompass
various aspects of popular culture, including:

- Film and Television: The magazine began reviewing films and exploring the
connections between music and cinema.

- Politics: With the backdrop of the Vietnam War and social movements, the
magazine took a progressive stance, covering political issues and activism.
- Fashion and Lifestyle: Rolling Stone started to incorporate elements of
fashion and lifestyle into its editorial content, appealing to a broader
audience.

Challenges and Changes (1980s-1990s)

The 1980s and 1990s presented a series of challenges for Rolling Stone,
including competition from other publications and changing reader
demographics.

Declining Influence

While Rolling Stone remained a respected publication, it faced declining
influence due to various factors:

- Emergence of New Media: The rise of music television and the internet began
to shift the way audiences consumed music and culture.

- Changing Musical Landscape: The advent of new genres like hip-hop and
alternative rock challenged the magazine's traditional focus on classic rock
artists.

Editorial Changes

In response to these challenges, Rolling Stone underwent several editorial
changes:



- Focus on Contemporary Artists: The magazine began to spotlight emerging
artists and genres, moving away from its reliance on established rock acts.
- New Editors: A series of editorial leadership changes brought fresh
perspectives and ideas to the publication, including the hiring of editors
with backgrounds in alternative music and culture.

Modern Era and Reinvention (2000s-Present)

The early 2000s marked a period of reinvention for Rolling Stone, as the
magazine adapted to the rapidly changing media landscape.

Digital Transition

Recognizing the need to embrace digital media, Rolling Stone launched its
website, offering readers online content, music news, and multimedia
features. This transition allowed the magazine to reach a wider audience and
engage with readers in new ways.

Rebranding and New Initiatives

In the 2010s, Rolling Stone undertook several initiatives to rebrand itself
and stay relevant:

- Special Issues: The magazine began producing special issues that focused on
specific themes, such as the history of rock music or influential artists.

- Podcasts and Video Content: Rolling Stone expanded into podcasts and video
content, providing in-depth interviews and stories that resonated with modern
audiences.

- Social Media Engagement: The magazine embraced social media platforms,
using them to interact with readers and promote its content.

Impact on Music and Culture

Rolling Stone magazine has left an indelible mark on music and culture over
the decades. Its influence can be seen in various areas:

Music Journalism

Rolling Stone set the standard for music journalism, pioneering in-depth
profiles, album reviews, and critical essays that became the benchmark for
other publications. Its commitment to quality writing and reporting elevated



the discourse surrounding music and its cultural significance.

Promotion of Artists

The magazine played a crucial role in promoting emerging artists and genres,
providing a platform for voices that might have otherwise gone unheard. Many
musicians credit Rolling Stone with helping to launch their careers through

coverage and interviews.

Cultural Commentary

Beyond music, Rolling Stone has tackled pressing social and political issues,
using its platform to advocate for change and reflect the sentiments of its
readership. The magazine has covered topics such as civil rights,
environmentalism, and the impact of war, positioning itself as a significant
commentator on contemporary issues.

Conclusion

Rolling Stone magazine has evolved significantly since its founding in 1967,
adapting to changing times while remaining a crucial voice in music and
culture. From its early days as a counterculture publication to its current
status as a multimedia platform, Rolling Stone has shaped the way we
understand music, politics, and society. As it continues to navigate the
challenges of the modern media landscape, Rolling Stone remains committed to
its mission of providing thought-provoking content that resonates with
readers around the world. Its legacy and influence in the world of music
journalism are undeniable, making it a cornerstone of American cultural
history.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Rolling Stone magazine first published?

Rolling Stone magazine was first published on November 9, 1967.

Who was the founder of Rolling Stone magazine?

Rolling Stone magazine was founded by Jann Wenner and Ralph J. Gleason.

What was the original focus of Rolling Stone



magazine?

The original focus of Rolling Stone magazine was on music and popular
culture, particularly rock and roll.

How has Rolling Stone magazine evolved over the
years?

Over the years, Rolling Stone has evolved to include coverage of politics,
social issues, and cultural commentary, in addition to music.

What iconic feature has Rolling Stone magazine been
known for?

Rolling Stone is known for its iconic covers featuring famous musicians,
celebrities, and political figures.

What impact did Rolling Stone have on music
journalism?

Rolling Stone had a significant impact on music journalism by elevating music
criticism, promoting new artists, and shaping public perception of popular
culture.
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