
Ruby Bridges Character Traits Worksheet

Ruby Bridges character traits worksheet is an educational tool aimed at helping students understand and
analyze the traits, values, and obstacles faced by Ruby Bridges, an iconic figure in the American civil rights
movement. By studying Ruby's character traits, students can gain insights into the broader themes of courage,
resilience, and the fight for justice. This article will delve into the concept of the Ruby Bridges character
traits worksheet, its educational significance, and how it can be effectively utilized in classroom settings.

Understanding Ruby Bridges

Ruby Bridges was born on September 8, 1954, in Tylertown, Mississippi. She became the first African American
child to integrate an all-white elementary school in the southern United States. On November 14, 1960, at
just six years old, Ruby bravely walked into William Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans, Louisiana,
amid a crowd of angry protestors. Her courageous act not only changed her life but also marked a pivotal
moment in the American civil rights movement.

The Importance of Character Traits Worksheets

Character traits worksheets are tools designed to encourage students to think critically about the qualities
that define a person's character. The Ruby Bridges character traits worksheet specifically focuses on the
attributes that made Ruby a significant figure in history. These worksheets are valuable for several reasons:



1. Promotes Critical Thinking: By analyzing Ruby's character traits, students engage in deeper thinking about
what it means to show courage, determination, and compassion.

2. Facilitates Discussion: These worksheets can serve as a springboard for classroom discussions about race,
equality, and civil rights, fostering an environment of open dialogue.

3. Encourages Empathy: Understanding Ruby's experiences helps students develop empathy for others who face
adversity.

4. Connects History to Personal Values: Students can relate Ruby's traits to their own lives, reflecting on
how they can embody similar qualities.

Key Character Traits of Ruby Bridges

The character traits worksheet typically focuses on several key traits that exemplify Ruby Bridges' spirit and
actions. Here are some of the main traits associated with Ruby:

Courage

Courage is perhaps the most defining trait of Ruby Bridges. Despite her young age, Ruby displayed extraordinary
bravery by being the first to attend an all-white school, facing hostility and threats daily.

- Examples of Courage:
- Walking through a mob of protestors.
- Continuing to attend school despite the emotional and psychological toll.

Resilience

Resilience refers to the ability to recover from difficult situations. Ruby's resilience was evident in how she
handled the hostility directed toward her.

- Examples of Resilience:
- Maintaining her focus on education despite the challenges.
- Overcoming fear and doubt to continue attending school.

Determination

Determination is the unwavering commitment to achieve a goal. Ruby was determined to receive an education and
help pave the way for future generations.

- Examples of Determination:
- Insisting on attending school despite the protests.
- Motivating herself to rise above the negativity surrounding her.

Compassion

Despite facing discrimination, Ruby Bridges exhibited compassion, understanding the pain of others and showing
kindness.



- Examples of Compassion:
- Forgiving those who treated her poorly.
- Understanding the fears of her white classmates and their families.

Using the Ruby Bridges Character Traits Worksheet in the
Classroom

The Ruby Bridges character traits worksheet can be effectively integrated into various educational activities.
Here are some suggestions for utilizing this worksheet in classrooms:

Group Discussions

Divide students into small groups and have them discuss the traits listed on the worksheet. Encourage them to
share personal experiences or historical examples that reflect these traits.

- Discussion Prompts:
- How did Ruby's courage impact her life and those around her?
- Can you think of a time when you needed to show resilience?

Writing Assignments

Assign students to write an essay or a personal reflection based on the character traits worksheet. They can
explore how Ruby's traits resonate in their lives or in contemporary society.

- Possible Essay Topics:
- The impact of Ruby Bridges on modern civil rights movements.
- A personal story of courage experienced by the student.

Creative Projects

Encourage students to create posters, art projects, or presentations that highlight Ruby's character traits.
This can be a fun way to engage creativity while learning about history.

- Project Ideas:
- Design a poster that illustrates Ruby's courage using quotes and images.
- Create a skit that reenacts a day in Ruby's life at school.

Conclusion

The Ruby Bridges character traits worksheet serves as an invaluable educational resource that helps
students explore the qualities that define a remarkable individual. By examining Ruby's courage, resilience,
determination, and compassion, students can learn not only about an important historical figure but also
about the values that can guide their own lives. This worksheet promotes critical thinking, empathy, and a
deeper understanding of the civil rights movement, making it a vital component of any social studies curriculum.
Through discussions, writing assignments, and creative projects, educators can inspire students to reflect on
their own character traits and the impact they can have on the world around them. Ultimately, the legacy of
Ruby Bridges continues to resonate, reminding us all of the power of one individual's courage to effect change.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main character traits of Ruby Bridges highlighted in the
worksheet?
The worksheet highlights Ruby Bridges as courageous, determined, resilient, and compassionate.

How does Ruby's courage manifest in her story?
Ruby's courage is evident as she bravely walks to school alone amidst protests and hostility, standing firm in
her right to receive an education.

What role does resilience play in Ruby Bridges' experiences?
Resilience plays a crucial role as Ruby faces adversity and discrimination, yet continues to attend school and
advocate for herself and others.

How does the character trait of determination influence Ruby's actions?
Ruby's determination drives her to persevere through challenges, ensuring she remains focused on her education
despite the obstacles she encounters.

In what ways does compassion manifest in Ruby Bridges' interactions?
Ruby shows compassion by understanding the fear and anger of the people around her, often wishing for peace
and acceptance rather than retaliation.

What activities are included in the Ruby Bridges character traits
worksheet?
The worksheet includes activities like character trait identification, reflection prompts, and creative writing
assignments related to Ruby's story.

How can teachers use the Ruby Bridges character traits worksheet in the
classroom?
Teachers can use the worksheet to facilitate discussions on civil rights, empathy, and the importance of
standing up for one’s beliefs.

What historical context is important for understanding Ruby Bridges'
character traits?
Understanding the context of the Civil Rights Movement and school desegregation is essential for recognizing
the significance of Ruby's courage and resilience.

What impact did Ruby Bridges have on society, as discussed in the
worksheet?
Ruby Bridges became a symbol of the fight against racism and paved the way for future generations to pursue
equality in education.

How can students relate Ruby Bridges' character traits to their own lives?
Students can reflect on their own experiences of facing challenges or standing up for what is right, drawing
parallels to Ruby's bravery and determination.
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