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Roy Clarke's Keeping Up Appearances is a British sitcom that has left an indelible mark
on the landscape of television comedy. First airing in 1990, the show was created and
written by Roy Clarke, who is best known for his work in British television, particularly in the
realms of sitcoms. "Keeping Up Appearances" quickly became a beloved staple, drawing
audiences in with its sharp wit, memorable characters, and a humorous critique of social
class and pretentiousness.

This article explores the show's creation, its characters, themes, and lasting impact on
British culture.

Overview of the Show

"Keeping Up Appearances" centers around the life of Hyacinth Bucket (pronounced
"Bouquet"), played by Patricia Routledge. Hyacinth is an upper-middle-class woman who is
obsessed with social status and appearances. She constantly tries to present herself as a
member of the elite, often to the chagrin of her less sophisticated family and neighbors.

The series is set in the fictional town of Binley Woods and spans five seasons, comprising

44 episodes. The show is characterized by its situational comedy, where Hyacinth's
attempts to maintain her social standing lead to a series of humorous misadventures.

The Characters

One of the most appealing aspects of "Keeping Up Appearances" is its ensemble cast of
characters, each contributing to the show's comedic elements in unique ways.



Hyacinth Bucket

- Portrayed by: Patricia Routledge

- Description: The protagonist, obsessed with her social status, is often deluded about her
own importance. Her pretentiousness leads to a variety of funny situations, especially when
she tries to impress her wealthy acquaintances.

Richard Bucket

- Portrayed by: Geoffrey Beevers

- Description: Hyacinth's long-suffering husband, who often finds himself caught in the
crossfire of her schemes. Richard is a mild-mannered man who prefers a quiet life but is
frequently dragged into Hyacinth's social escapades.

Rose and Daisy

- Portrayed by: Judy Cornwell (Daisy) and Angela Thorne (Rose)

- Description: Hyacinth's sisters, who embody different aspects of working-class life. Daisy
is a simple, down-to-earth woman, while Rose is more flirtatious and carefree, often
providing comic relief.

Elizabeth Warden

- Portrayed by: Mary Millar
- Description: Hyacinth's friend and neighbor, who shares her penchant for social climbing
but often serves as a foil to Hyacinth's more outrageous behavior.

Onslow

- Portrayed by: Geoffrey Beevers
- Description: Hyacinth's brother-in-law, who represents the epitome of working-class life.
He is lazy, unmotivated, and often the target of Hyacinth's disdain.

Thematic Elements

"Keeping Up Appearances" is rich in themes that resonate with audiences, transcending its
comedic nature.

Social Class and Pretentiousness

One of the central themes of the show is the exploration of social class. Hyacinth's
character is a satirical representation of the upper middle class, obsessed with appearances
and status. The series sheds light on the absurdity of social pretentiousness, highlighting
how far people will go to maintain their image.



Family Dynamics

The show also delves into family relationships, particularly the way Hyacinth's
pretentiousness affects her family. Richard's constant struggle to balance his wife's
aspirations with his own desire for a simple life creates a tension that resonates with many
viewers.

Community and Neighbors

Hyacinth's interactions with her neighbors add another layer to the thematic structure. The
community serves as a backdrop for her misguided attempts to fit in, often revealing the
stark contrast between her aspirations and the realities of her social circle.

Writing and Humor Style

Roy Clarke's writing shines through in "Keeping Up Appearances," marked by clever
dialogue, situational irony, and physical comedy. The humor often arises from
misunderstandings, social faux pas, and the outlandish lengths to which Hyacinth will go to
uphold her image.

Key elements of Clarke's humor style include:

1. Wordplay: The dialogue is filled with puns and clever repartee, often delivered in a
deadpan manner.

2. Physical Comedy: Patricia Routledge's performance includes significant physical humor,
with her exaggerated expressions and movements adding to the comedic effect.

3. Situational Irony: Many of the show's funniest moments stem from the ironic situations
Hyacinth finds herself in, often at odds with her aspirations.

Cultural Impact

"Keeping Up Appearances" has had a lasting impact on British culture and television. Its
unigue blend of humor and social commentary has garnered a dedicated fanbase, and it
remains popular in reruns and on streaming platforms.

Some notable aspects of its cultural impact include:

- Memorable Quotes: Lines from the show have become part of British popular culture,
often quoted or referenced in other media.

- Character Recognition: Hyacinth Bucket is often cited as an iconic character in British
television, embodying the traits of social aspiration and delusion.

- Influence on Other Shows: The show has influenced subsequent British sitcoms that
explore social class and community dynamics, paving the way for a new generation of
comedy.



Conclusion

In conclusion, Roy Clarke's "Keeping Up Appearances" is more than just a sitcom; it is a
humorous exploration of social class, family dynamics, and the lengths people will go to
maintain their image. With its memorable characters, clever writing, and enduring themes,
the show continues to resonate with audiences today. Its cultural impact is evident in the
way it has become a touchstone for discussions about class and pretentiousness in society.

As we reflect on the humor and heart of "Keeping Up Appearances,” it is clear that Roy
Clarke's creation is a timeless classic that will forever hold a special place in the annals of
British television comedy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of '‘Keeping Up Appearances'?

'Keeping Up Appearances' follows the life of Hyacinth Bucket, a social climber who is
obsessed with maintaining her upper-class image, often leading to humorous situations.

Who are the main characters in 'Keeping Up
Appearances'?

The main characters include Hyacinth Bucket, her husband Richard, her less sophisticated
sister Daisy, and their eccentric neighbor, Onslow.

How did '‘Keeping Up Appearances' impact British
television?

'‘Keeping Up Appearances' became a cultural phenomenon in the UK, influencing comedy
and sitcoms with its portrayal of social class and humor based on pretentiousness.

What are some recurring themes in '‘Keeping Up
Appearances'?

Recurring themes include social status, class rivalry, family dynamics, and the lengths
people will go to maintain appearances.

Why did 'Keeping Up Appearances' remain popular over
the years?

Its timeless humor, relatable characters, and witty social commentary have kept 'Keeping
Up Appearances' popular with audiences, leading to continued reruns and fan appreciation.

Has '‘Keeping Up Appearances' received any awards?

Yes, 'Keeping Up Appearances' received several awards, including BAFTA nominations, and
it is often celebrated for its writing and performances, particularly by Patricia Routledge as



Hyacinth.
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Explore the genius of Roy Clarke in "Keeping Up Appearances." Discover behind-the-scenes insights
and the show's impact on British comedy. Learn more!
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