
Rolling Stones Chords Wild Horses

Understanding the Chords of "Wild Horses" by The
Rolling Stones

Rolling Stones chords Wild Horses is a topic that resonates deeply with fans of classic rock music.
"Wild Horses," a timeless ballad, was released in 1971 on the album Sticky Fingers. Written by Mick



Jagger and Keith Richards, this song has captivated audiences with its poignant lyrics and beautiful
melody. In this article, we will explore the chords used in "Wild Horses," providing a comprehensive
guide for aspiring musicians who want to play this iconic track.

The Musical Composition of "Wild Horses"

"Wild Horses" features a simple yet effective chord progression that complements its emotional
depth. The song is primarily in the key of A major, utilizing a variety of chords that create a poignant
atmosphere. The main chord progression throughout most of the song is:

- A
- E
- G
- D

These chords provide the foundation for the verses and chorus, creating a rich harmonic backdrop
that enhances the lyrical content.

Chords Breakdown

Let's break down the chords featured in "Wild Horses" and their finger placements on the guitar.

A Major
- Fingering:
- Place your index finger across all strings on the 2nd fret (forming a barre).
- Middle finger on the 2nd fret of the D string (4th string).
- Ring finger on the 2nd fret of the G string (3rd string).
- Pinky finger on the 2nd fret of the B string (2nd string).

E Major
- Fingering:
- Place your index finger on the 1st fret of the G string (3rd string).
- Middle finger on the 2nd fret of the A string (5th string).
- Ring finger on the 2nd fret of the D string (4th string).

G Major
- Fingering:
- Place your middle finger on the 3rd fret of the E string (6th string).
- Index finger on the 2nd fret of the A string (5th string).
- Ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B string (2nd string).
- Pinky finger on the 3rd fret of the high E string (1st string).



D Major
- Fingering:
- Place your index finger on the 2nd fret of the G string (3rd string).
- Middle finger on the 2nd fret of the high E string (1st string).
- Ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B string (2nd string).

Playing "Wild Horses": Chord Progression

The structure of "Wild Horses" is straightforward, making it accessible for beginners and satisfying for
experienced players. The general chord progression for the verses is as follows:

A1.

E2.

G3.

D4.

This progression repeats throughout the verses, creating a mesmerizing cycle that draws listeners in.
The chorus employs the same chords, allowing for a seamless transition between sections.

Strumming Patterns

Choosing the right strumming pattern can significantly impact the feel of the song. Here are a few
suggested strumming patterns that fit well with "Wild Horses":

Down, down-up, up-down, down-up

Down, down, down-up, down-up

Down, up, down-up, down-up

Experiment with these patterns to find the one that resonates with you. Feel free to adapt them as
necessary to fit your playing style.

Lyric Themes and Emotional Context

"Wild Horses" is not just a song about chords; it's a lyrical exploration of love, loss, and longing. The



lyrics reflect a deep emotional struggle, making the song relatable to many listeners. Jagger and
Richards penned the song during a tumultuous time in their lives, which adds authenticity to its
themes.

The chorus, with lines that express yearning and unfulfilled desires, perfectly complements the soft,
melancholic chords. Understanding the emotional context of the song can enhance your performance,
allowing you to convey the feelings embedded in the music.

Tips for Practicing "Wild Horses"

If you're looking to master "Wild Horses," consider the following practice tips:

Start Slow: Begin by playing the chords slowly, focusing on getting the transitions smooth.1.

Use a Metronome: Gradually increase your speed while maintaining accuracy by practicing2.
with a metronome.

Listen to the Recording: Familiarize yourself with the song by listening to the original3.
recording. Pay attention to the dynamics and feel.

Record Yourself: Recording your practice sessions can help identify areas that need4.
improvement.

Play Along with the Track: Once you feel comfortable with the chords, try playing along with5.
the song. This will help you get a sense of timing and rhythm.

Conclusion

The Rolling Stones chords Wild Horses are more than just a set of notes; they create a powerful
musical experience that resonates with countless fans around the world. By understanding the
chords, strumming patterns, and emotional context, you can bring this iconic song to life on your
instrument.

Whether you're a beginner or an experienced player, "Wild Horses" offers a beautiful opportunity to
connect with classic rock music. With practice and dedication, you'll be able to perform this song with
the same passion that Jagger and Richards infused into their original masterpiece. So pick up your
guitar, tune those strings, and let the music of "Wild Horses" take flight!

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the basic chords used in 'Wild Horses' by The Rolling
Stones?
The basic chords in 'Wild Horses' are A, C, G, and D.

Is 'Wild Horses' played in a standard tuning?
Yes, 'Wild Horses' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e).

What is the strumming pattern for 'Wild Horses'?
The strumming pattern for 'Wild Horses' generally follows a down, down-up, up-down-up rhythm.

Are there any unique chord variations in 'Wild Horses'?
Yes, the song features variations such as the use of suspended chords and some fingerpicking
techniques.

Can beginners play 'Wild Horses' easily?
Yes, 'Wild Horses' is suitable for beginners due to its simple chord progressions and slow tempo.

What is the key of the song 'Wild Horses'?
The song 'Wild Horses' is in the key of A major.

Are there any notable live performances of 'Wild Horses'?
Yes, notable live performances include the 1994 Voodoo Lounge Tour and various charity events
where the band played acoustic versions.

What is the song structure of 'Wild Horses'?
The song structure typically consists of verses, a chorus, and an instrumental bridge, following a
verse-chorus format.

What techniques can be used to enhance the sound of 'Wild
Horses' on guitar?
Techniques such as fingerpicking, palm muting, and using a capo can enhance the sound of 'Wild
Horses' on guitar.

Where can I find tabs for 'Wild Horses'?
You can find tabs for 'Wild Horses' on various guitar tab websites like Ultimate Guitar or Songsterr.
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Jun 17, 2022 · By the age of 25, humans have 206 bones. When they are born, they have around 300
bones. Human hands have 27 small, intricate bones, while feet have 26. The different bone types are
long bones,...

"Discover how to play Rolling Stones chords for 'Wild Horses' with our easy guide. Perfect for
beginners and seasoned musicians. Learn more today!"
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