
Rip It Up And Start Again Simon Reynolds

Rip It Up and Start Again is a seminal work by music critic Simon Reynolds
that delves into the vibrant yet often overlooked music scene of the late
1970s and early 1980s, particularly focusing on post-punk. This genre emerged
as a backlash against the established norms of punk rock, embracing
experimentation, eclecticism, and a broader cultural commentary. Reynolds’
book not only chronicles the music of this transformative period but also
examines the socio-political climate that inspired it. This article will
explore the themes, key artists, and the cultural significance of "Rip It Up
and Start Again," providing a comprehensive understanding of its impact on



music history.

Overview of Post-Punk

Post-punk is a term used to describe a diverse range of music that emerged
after the initial wave of punk rock. While punk was characterized by its raw
energy and straightforward approach, post-punk artists sought to push the
boundaries of sound, incorporating various influences and innovative
techniques. Reynolds categorizes this era as a time when musicians began to
explore:

Artistic expression beyond traditional rock formats

Integration of electronic music

Use of avant-garde influences

Political and social commentary

Reynolds argues that post-punk was not just a genre but a movement that
challenged the status quo, reflecting the complexities of modern life in a
rapidly changing world.

The Cultural Context of the Late 1970s and Early
1980s

To fully appreciate the music of this era, it is essential to understand the
cultural backdrop against which it emerged. The late 1970s were marked by
significant political and social upheaval, including:

The aftermath of the 1973 oil crisis, which led to economic instability.1.

The rise of disenchantment with traditional political structures,2.
particularly in the UK.

A growing sense of alienation among youth, exacerbated by unemployment3.
and social unrest.

These factors contributed to a fertile ground for artistic experimentation
and expression. Artists in the post-punk era drew upon these experiences,
channeling their frustrations and hopes into their music, leading to a rich



tapestry of sounds and styles.

Key Themes in "Rip It Up and Start Again"

Reynolds’ exploration of post-punk is characterized by several key themes
that highlight the complexity and diversity of the movement.

1. The Aesthetic of Dissonance

One of the hallmark features of post-punk music is its embrace of dissonance
and unconventional song structures. Unlike the catchy hooks of traditional
punk, many post-punk artists favored a more challenging listening experience.
This aesthetic was not only a rejection of commercialism but also a
reflection of the chaotic world around them. Bands like Joy Division and The
Birthday Party exemplified this approach, creating music that was haunting
and introspective.

2. The Role of Technology

The advent of new technologies played a pivotal role in the development of
post-punk. Reynolds discusses how synthesizers and drum machines became
integral to the sound of the era. Artists like Kraftwerk and Depeche Mode
utilized these tools to create innovative soundscapes that blurred the lines
between rock, electronic, and avant-garde music. This technological embrace
allowed for a level of experimentation that was previously unattainable.

3. Political Engagement

Post-punk was marked by a strong sense of political awareness. Many artists
used their music as a platform to address social issues and express dissent.
Bands like Public Image Ltd. and Gang of Four incorporated socio-political
commentary into their lyrics, reflecting the concerns of a generation
grappling with issues such as consumerism, war, and inequality. Reynolds
emphasizes the importance of this engagement, suggesting that post-punk was
as much about ideology as it was about sound.

Influential Artists and Bands

Reynolds’ analysis of post-punk includes a wide array of influential artists
and bands that shaped the genre. Some of the most notable figures include:



1. Joy Division

Emerging from the ruins of punk, Joy Division’s music was characterized by
its atmospheric sound and introspective lyrics. Their iconic album "Unknown
Pleasures" remains a cornerstone of the post-punk movement, exploring themes
of alienation and despair.

2. The Talking Heads

Known for their eclectic style, the Talking Heads blended rock, funk, and
world music, pushing the boundaries of what rock music could be. Their
collaboration with producer Brian Eno resulted in groundbreaking albums like
"Remain in Light," which showcased their innovative use of rhythm and
texture.

3. Siouxsie and the Banshees

Siouxsie Sioux and her band were pivotal in defining the sound and aesthetic
of post-punk. With their dark, atmospheric music and theatrical performances,
they challenged conventional gender roles in rock and became icons of the
movement.

4. The Fall

Led by the enigmatic Mark E. Smith, The Fall embodied the spirit of post-punk
with their abrasive sound and sardonic lyrics. Reynolds highlights their
prolific output and unique approach to songwriting as a significant influence
on the genre.

The Legacy of "Rip It Up and Start Again"

"Rip It Up and Start Again" has had a lasting impact on music criticism and
the way we understand the post-punk genre. Reynolds’ meticulous research and
insightful analysis have provided a valuable resource for both music fans and
scholars alike. His work has inspired a new generation of musicians and
critics to explore the complexities of music history, encouraging a deeper
appreciation for the cultural significance of genres like post-punk.

Influence on Contemporary Music



The echoes of post-punk can be heard in much of today’s music, with many
contemporary artists drawing inspiration from its experimental ethos. Bands
like Interpol, Arctic Monkeys, and The National have incorporated elements of
post-punk into their sound, showcasing the genre’s enduring relevance.
Additionally, the resurgence of interest in vinyl records and the aesthetics
of past decades has brought post-punk back into the spotlight, fostering a
renewed appreciation for its innovative spirit.

Conclusion

In "Rip It Up and Start Again," Simon Reynolds provides an essential
exploration of the post-punk movement, capturing its complexity and cultural
significance. Through his examination of key themes, influential artists, and
the socio-political context of the era, Reynolds not only illuminates the
music of the late 1970s and early 1980s but also underscores its lasting
impact on contemporary culture. As we continue to navigate the ever-evolving
landscape of music, the lessons and innovations of post-punk remain relevant,
reminding us of the power of art to challenge, inspire, and provoke thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Rip It Up and Start
Again' by Simon Reynolds?
The central theme of the book is the exploration of post-punk music and its
cultural impact, examining how it challenged and transformed traditional
notions of music and identity in the late 1970s and early 1980s.

How does Simon Reynolds define 'post-punk'?
Simon Reynolds defines 'post-punk' as a genre that emerged after punk rock,
characterized by its experimental approach to music, diverse influences, and
a focus on artistic expression rather than commercial success.

Which influential bands are discussed in 'Rip It Up
and Start Again'?
The book discusses several influential bands such as Joy Division, Talking
Heads, Siouxsie and the Banshees, and The Cure, highlighting their
contributions to the post-punk movement.

What role did the socio-political climate play in
shaping post-punk music according to Reynolds?
Reynolds argues that the socio-political climate of the late 1970s, including
economic decline and social unrest, significantly influenced post-punk music,



leading artists to express their disillusionment and explore new, often
darker themes.

What is the significance of the title 'Rip It Up and
Start Again'?
The title 'Rip It Up and Start Again' signifies a call to break away from
established norms and conventions in music, encouraging artists to innovate
and redefine their sound and artistic direction.

How does Reynolds approach the narrative of post-
punk in his book?
Reynolds approaches the narrative of post-punk in a historical and critical
context, combining personal anecdotes, analysis of key albums, and broader
cultural commentary to provide a comprehensive view of the era.

What impact did 'Rip It Up and Start Again' have on
music criticism?
The book has had a significant impact on music criticism by providing a
detailed analysis of a pivotal era in music history, influencing how critics
and scholars understand the evolution of genres and the importance of
cultural movements.

In what ways does Reynolds connect post-punk music
to contemporary culture?
Reynolds connects post-punk music to contemporary culture by drawing
parallels between the experimental spirit of post-punk and current musical
trends, as well as discussing its lasting influence on modern artists and
genres.

What criticisms have been leveled against 'Rip It Up
and Start Again'?
Some criticisms of the book include its perceived lack of coverage for
certain artists, a focus on specific geographic areas, and the argument that
it sometimes romanticizes the post-punk era at the expense of acknowledging
its complexities.

Why is 'Rip It Up and Start Again' considered
essential reading for music enthusiasts?
The book is considered essential reading for music enthusiasts because it
offers an in-depth historical account of a transformative period in music,
rich analyses of influential bands, and insights into the cultural shifts
that shaped modern music.
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