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For each of the followang statements chieck off whether vou agree or disagree with each one

Statement Agree | Dusagree
I Teens should remmn loyal to ther parents no matter what T
2 Love s only worthudale of it 15 difBcualt dhsagres
3 Oid grudges shoudd adways be forgven BgTeL
4. Fate 15 mevtable desagres
% Teens thould only daie teens whe share mmlar backgrounds diragres
6 Leove should slways he defended agres
7. Pagents should have a say in who ther teens date agres
B Itas better to have loved and lost than to have never loved ot all tdhxagres
9. You must always stand up bor what you believe i, no matter how hard it a3 agree
10 The pursshment for musder hould always be death dizagres
Il Loveisbhnd dizagres
12 Teenagers can't understand what true love really 12 dis-ngres
13 Fillng someone m revenge for lalling a close fnend of yours 13 ekay diragres
14 Parents should make the deanons sbout ther chuldren’s hves disagres
15 Good fnends should stk togsther at all tmes, no matter how wrong a agree
Enend may be
16 1e1s posmble to fall n love at Brat mght agres
17 Telling lies or hachng the truth 12 aceeptahle for the nght reasans agres
18 Famaly fruds ondy affect adults disagres
19 Lowalty to your family 15 more impartant than anything elee, including love tdhxagres
10 Swade s an henorable way to go dsagres

Romeo and Juliet anticipation guide is a tool designed to engage students
before they dive into the study of Shakespeare's tragic play. By prompting
discussions around themes, characters, and conflicts, the anticipation guide
encourages critical thinking and personal connections to the text. In this
article, we will explore the purpose of an anticipation guide, how to create
one for "Romeo and Juliet," and the various themes and questions that can
enrich students' understanding of this classic work.

What is an Anticipation Guide?

An anticipation guide is a pre-reading strategy that activates prior



knowledge and sets the stage for deeper engagement with a text. It typically
consists of a series of statements or questions related to the themes and
issues presented in the literary work. Students respond to these statements
by agreeing or disagreeing, which helps them to articulate their thoughts and
prepares them for the reading ahead.

Purpose of an Anticipation Guide

The main goals of an anticipation guide include:

e Engagement: Capturing students' interest and encouraging them to
consider their own viewpoints.

Critical Thinking: Challenging students to think deeply about complex
themes and character motivations.

Personal Connection: Helping students relate themes from the play to
their own lives and experiences.

Prediction: Encouraging students to make predictions about the plot and
character development.

Creating a Romeo and Juliet Anticipation Guide

When developing an anticipation guide for "Romeo and Juliet," consider the
following steps:

1. Identify Key Themes and Issues

"Romeo and Juliet" explores several enduring themes, such as love, fate,
conflict, and family loyalty. Here are some key themes to consider:

Love: The intensity and complexity of romantic love versus familial
love.

Fate: The role of fate in shaping the characters' lives and decisions.

Conflict: The impact of family feuds and social expectations on
individual choices.

Youth: The impulsive nature of youth and its consequences.



2. Develop Statements for Discussion

Once you have identified the key themes, create a list of statements that
reflect the issues presented in the play. Students can agree or disagree with
these statements, which will foster discussion. Here are some examples:

1. Love is worth any risk, even if it leads to tragedy.

2. Family loyalty should come before personal happiness.

3. People cannot escape their fate.

4. Young people often act impulsively without considering the consequences.

3. Facilitate Discussion

After students have responded to the statements, facilitate a class
discussion where students can share their thoughts. Encourage them to provide
reasoning for their answers and to consider different perspectives. This
dialogue will help students connect more deeply with the text when they read
it.

Key Themes Explored in the Anticipation Guide

As students engage with the anticipation guide, they will encounter several
themes that are central to "Romeo and Juliet." Here is a closer look at some
of these themes:

Love

Love is the driving force behind the actions of Romeo and Juliet. The
anticipation guide can prompt students to consider the following questions:
e What makes love powerful?
e Is love always a positive force?

e How do societal expectations influence personal relationships?



Fate

The concept of fate plays a significant role in "Romeo and Juliet." Students
may discuss:

e Do you believe in fate, or do we create our own destinies?

e How do the characters' beliefs about fate affect their decisions?

e Can fate be challenged, or is it inevitable?

Conflict

The feud between the Montagues and Capulets is a central conflict in the
play. Students can explore:

e How does family conflict impact individuals?

e Is it possible to resolve deep-seated conflicts?

e What role does social pressure play in personal choices?

Youth

The impulsive actions of the young characters lead to tragedy. Questions for
discussion might include:

e How does youth influence decision-making?

e What lessons can young people learn from the characters' experiences?

e Do adults understand the challenges faced by youth?



Benefits of Using an Anticipation Guide

Implementing an anticipation guide in the classroom can enhance students'
engagement with "Romeo and Juliet" in the following ways:

1. Increases Engagement

By prompting students to share their opinions before reading, they are more
likely to be invested in the text. This pre-reading activity can spark
curiosity and motivation.

2. Promotes Critical Thinking

Students must analyze statements and defend their viewpoints, fostering
critical thinking skills. This process encourages deeper comprehension and
analytical abilities as they read the play.

3. Facilitates Connections

The anticipation guide allows students to draw connections between the play
and their own lives, making the themes more relatable and meaningful.

4. Enhances Discussion

The guide serves as a springboard for classroom discussions, creating an
interactive environment where students can express their thoughts and learn
from each other.

Conclusion

Incorporating a Romeo and Juliet anticipation guide into your lesson plan is
a powerful strategy for enhancing student engagement and understanding of
Shakespeare's timeless work. By exploring key themes and facilitating
thoughtful discussions, educators can help students connect with the text on
both a personal and intellectual level. As students navigate the complexities
of love, fate, conflict, and youth, they will not only gain insights into the
play but also reflect on their own experiences and beliefs. This approach
ultimately enriches their reading experience and fosters a deeper
appreciation for literature.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of an anticipation guide in
relation to 'Romeo and Juliet'?

An anticipation guide is designed to activate students' prior knowledge and
set a purpose for reading by prompting them to reflect on key themes and
ideas present in 'Romeo and Juliet'.

How can the themes of love and conflict in 'Romeo
and Juliet' be explored through an anticipation
guide?

An anticipation guide can pose statements about love and conflict,
encouraging students to agree or disagree and discuss their perspectives,
thus deepening their understanding of the play's central themes.

What types of statements might be included in an
anticipation guide for 'Romeo and Juliet'?

Statements could include topics like 'Love is worth any sacrifice' or 'Family
loyalty is more important than personal happiness', prompting students to
reflect on their beliefs before reading.

How does an anticipation guide enhance student
engagement with 'Romeo and Juliet'?

By connecting the text to students' personal experiences and viewpoints, an
anticipation guide fosters discussion and curiosity, making the reading
experience more relevant and engaging.

Can an anticipation guide be used for assessment
purposes in studying 'Romeo and Juliet'?

Yes, teachers can use students' responses to the anticipation guide as a
formative assessment tool to gauge their understanding of the themes and
issues in the play.

What are some example questions that could be
included in an anticipation guide for 'Romeo and
Juliet'?

Examples include 'Is it better to follow your heart than your head?' or 'Can
love truly conquer all obstacles?', which invite personal reflection and
discussion.



How can teachers facilitate discussions based on an
anticipation guide for 'Romeo and Juliet'?

Teachers can group students to discuss their responses, encourage them to
provide evidence from the text to support their views, and facilitate a
whole-class discussion to explore diverse perspectives.
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