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Robben Ford Handful of Blues is a captivating album that showcases the extraordinary talent of guitarist
and singer Robben Ford. Released in 1999, this collection of blues tracks highlights Ford's unique ability to
blend traditional blues with jazz and rock influences. Known for his soulful guitar playing and emotive
vocal style, Ford has carved out a niche in the music world that resonates with both die-hard blues fans and
newcomers alike. In this article, we will explore the key elements of "Handful of Blues," its significance in

Robben Ford's career, and the impact it has had on the blues genre.

Understanding Robben Ford's Musical Style

Robben Ford is a versatile musician whose style incorporates various genres. His ability to seamlessly blend

blues, jazz, and rock is a hallmark of his music.

Key Influences on Ford's Music

Robben Ford's sound is influenced by several legendary musicians, including:



1. B.B. King - Known for his expressive string bends and vibrato, King’s influence is evident in Ford’s
emotive playing style.

2. Albert King - Ford has cited Albert King as a major influence on his work, particularly in terms of
phrasing and tone.

3. Jimi Hendrix - The innovative guitar techniques and bold sound of Hendrix have inspired Ford's
approach to the guitar.

4. Miles Davis - Ford's jazz influences can be traced back to the improvisational style of Miles Davis, which

adds depth to his music.

This fusion of styles is especially evident in "Handful of Blues," where Ford showcases his impressive

technique along with his ability to convey deep emotions through his music.

Overview of the Album "Handful of Blues"

"Handful of Blues" is a testament to Robben Ford's prowess as a guitarist and songwriter. The album is a
blend of original compositions and covers, showcasing Ford's distinctive style while remaining rooted in

traditional blues.

Track Listing

The album features a mix of original songs and covers, including:

. “Start It Up” - A high-energy opener that sets the tone for the album.
. “On That Road” - A reflective piece that highlights Ford's lyrical depth.
. “The Way You Treat Me” - A cover that showcases his ability to reinterpret classic blues.

. “I Got Over It” - A powerful original that captures the essence of heartache and resilience.
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. “Handful of Blues” - The title track, which serves as a perfect encapsulation of Ford's musical style.

Each track is a testament to Ford's skill as both a musician and a storyteller.

Musical Themes and Styles

The themes explored in "Handful of Blues" range from love and heartache to self-reflection and resilience.

Throughout the album, listeners can expect to encounter:

- Emotional Depth - Ford's lyrics often delve into personal experiences, making the music relatable and
poignant.

- Technical Mastery - His guitar solos are technically impressive, featuring intricate fingerpicking and



expressive bends.
- Eclectic Influences - The album draws from various genres, with jazz and rock elements woven into the
fabric of the blues.

These characteristics make "Handful of Blues" a rich listening experience that transcends the traditional

boundaries of the blues genre.

The Significance of "Handful of Blues" in Robben Ford's Career

"Robben Ford Handful of Blues" marks a significant point in Ford's career. After establishing himself in the
music scene through collaborations and previous albums, this release solidified his status as a leading figure

in contemporary blues.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "Handful of Blues" received positive reviews from critics and fans alike. Some key

takeaways from the reception include:

- Praise for Musicianship - Critics highlighted Ford's exceptional guitar work and vocal delivery, noting his
ability to convey emotion through both.

- Standout Tracks - Certain tracks, such as "The Way You Treat Me," were singled out for their impactful
lyrics and musicality.

- Crossover Appeal - Many reviewers noted the album's appeal to a broader audience, thanks to its blend of

styles and accessible songwriting.

This critical acclaim helped to further establish Ford's reputation as a versatile and talented musician.

Impact on the Blues Genre

"Handful of Blues" has played an important role in the evolution of blues music. By incorporating elements
of jazz and rock, Ford has helped to modernize the genre, attracting new listeners while still honoring its

roots.

- Influencing New Generations - Many contemporary blues musicians cite Ford as an influence, crediting
him with inspiring them to explore new sounds and techniques.
- Bridging Genres - Ford's work on this album demonstrates how blues can be integrated with other

genres, encouraging artists to experiment with their styles.



The impact of "Handful of Blues" extends beyond Ford’s career; it has contributed to the ongoing evolution

of blues music as a whole.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Robben Ford Handful of Blues is more than just an album; it is a significant contribution to
the blues genre that showcases the remarkable talent of Robben Ford. Through his unique blend of
influences, technical mastery, and emotional depth, Ford has created a work that resonates with listeners
across generations. Whether you are a long-time blues aficionado or a newcomer to the genre, "Handful of
Blues" is an essential listen that captures the heart and soul of modern blues music. This album not only
highlights Ford's exceptional skills as a musician but also signifies the ongoing evolution and relevance of

the blues in today’s musical landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept behind Robben Ford's 'Handful of Blues' album?

The 'Handful of Blues' album showcases Robben Ford's masterful guitar skills and deep understanding of

blues music, featuring a blend of original compositions and classic blues standards.

‘What musical styles are explored in "Handful of Blues"?

In 'Handful of Blues', Robben Ford explores a mix of traditional blues, jazz influences, and rock elements,

creating a unique sound that appeals to a wide range of listeners.

Who are some notable musicians featured on 'Handful of Blues'?

The album features collaborations with talented musicians, including drummer Toss Panos and bassist Brian

Allen, enhancing the rich sound of the record.

‘What are the standout tracks on '"Handful of Blues'?

Standout tracks include 'T Got Over It', '‘Blues for Lonnie’, and T'm a Fool', which highlight Robben Ford's

lyrical guitar playing and emotive vocal delivery.

How has 'Handful of Blues' been received by critics?

Critics have praised 'Handful of Blues' for its authenticity and Ford's impressive guitar work, often

highlighting it as one of his best works in recent years.



What themes are prevalent in the lyrics of "Handful of Blues'?

The lyrics in 'Handful of Blues' often explore themes of heartache, resilience, and the personal journey of

an artist, resonating with the emotional depth of the blues genre.

How does Robben Ford's guitar style influence 'Handful of Blues"

Robben Ford's guitar style, characterized by bluesy phrasing and jazz-influenced runs, greatly influences

the album, showcasing his technical prowess and emotional expression.

What impact has 'Handful of Blues' had on the blues genre?

'Handful of Blues' has reaffirmed Robben Ford's status as a leading figure in contemporary blues, inspiring

both fans and aspiring musicians with its rich sound and innovative approach.
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