
Russian Revolution Dbq Answer Key

Russian Revolution DBQ Answer Key is an essential resource for students and
educators seeking to understand the complexities of the Russian Revolution.
This pivotal event in world history not only transformed Russia but also had
far-reaching implications across the globe. The Document-Based Question (DBQ)
format requires an analysis of historical documents and encourages critical
thinking. In this article, we will explore the causes, key events, and
impacts of the Russian Revolution, along with a comprehensive answer key to
help guide students in their analysis of historical documents.

Understanding the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution comprises two major events in 1917: the February
Revolution and the October Revolution. Together, these uprisings dismantled
the imperial government and laid the foundation for the Soviet Union.

Causes of the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution was the result of a multitude of factors that created
widespread discontent among the populace. Key causes include:

1. Political Autocracy: The Tsarist regime, particularly under Tsar Nicholas
II, was characterized by autocratic rule. The lack of political
representation and oppressive policies led to widespread dissatisfaction.



2. Economic Hardship: The rapid industrialization of Russia created a stark
divide between the wealthy elite and the impoverished working class. Food
shortages, inflation, and poor working conditions fueled anger among the
masses.

3. Social Inequality: The rigid class structure in Russia meant that a small
elite held power and wealth, while the majority lived in poverty. The
disenfranchised peasants and workers sought reform and better living
conditions.

4. Impact of World War I: The war exacerbated economic woes, leading to heavy
casualties, food shortages, and a general sense of hopelessness. The
incompetence of Tsarist leadership during the war further eroded public
confidence.

5. Influence of Revolutionary Ideas: The spread of revolutionary ideologies,
including Marxism, inspired many to seek radical change. Groups like the
Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, gained traction among disillusioned
citizens.

Key Events of the Russian Revolution

Several pivotal events shaped the course of the Russian Revolution, leading
to the eventual rise of the Bolsheviks.

The February Revolution

The February Revolution began on March 8, 1917, with protests in Petrograd
(now St. Petersburg) over food shortages. Key points include:

- Mass Protests: Workers and soldiers joined forces, demanding bread and an
end to the war. The protests grew rapidly, forcing the Tsar to abdicate on
March 15.

- Formation of the Provisional Government: Following Nicholas II's
abdication, a Provisional Government was established, promising reforms and
elections. However, it failed to address pressing issues like land reform,
leading to dissatisfaction.

- The Dual Power Structure: The Provisional Government coexisted with the
Soviet (workers' councils), which represented the interests of the working
class. This duality created confusion and conflict over authority.

The October Revolution



The October Revolution, which occurred in November 1917, was a more organized
and strategic coup led by the Bolsheviks. Key events include:

- Seizure of Key Locations: On October 25, Bolshevik Red Guards stormed the
Winter Palace, effectively overthrowing the Provisional Government. The event
was marked by relatively little violence compared to the February Revolution.

- Establishment of Soviet Power: The Bolsheviks quickly moved to consolidate
power, declaring the establishment of a socialist government and pulling
Russia out of World War I through the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in 1918.

- Civil War: The Bolshevik takeover sparked a brutal Civil War (1917-1922)
between the Red Army (Bolsheviks) and the White Army (anti-Bolsheviks),
leading to widespread violence and devastation.

Impacts of the Russian Revolution

The Russian Revolution had profound effects both within Russia and around the
globe.

Domestic Impacts

1. Creation of the Soviet Union: In 1922, the USSR was officially
established, marking the rise of a communist state that would influence
global politics for much of the 20th century.

2. Social Changes: The revolution aimed to dismantle class hierarchies,
leading to significant reforms in education, healthcare, and women's rights,
although these changes were often accompanied by authoritarian measures.

3. Economic Transformation: The Bolshevik government nationalized industry
and implemented a planned economy. While this aimed to distribute wealth more
evenly, it often led to inefficiencies and shortages.

International Impacts

1. Spread of Communism: The success of the Bolsheviks inspired communist
movements worldwide, leading to the establishment of communist parties in
various countries.

2. Cold War Dynamics: The ideological divide between capitalist and communist
nations established during the revolution contributed to decades of
geopolitical tension, culminating in the Cold War.

3. Influence on Revolutionary Movements: The Russian Revolution served as a



blueprint for numerous revolutionary movements throughout the 20th century,
as various groups sought to imitate its strategies and goals.

DBQ Analysis and Answer Key

When tackling a DBQ on the Russian Revolution, students are often presented
with a series of historical documents that require them to analyze and
synthesize information to construct a coherent argument. Here is a suggested
approach along with an answer key.

Step-by-Step DBQ Approach

1. Read the Documents Thoroughly: Understand the context, authorship, and
purpose of each document. Consider the perspective of the author and the
intended audience.

2. Identify Themes: Look for common themes or contrasting viewpoints across
the documents. This will help in structuring your argument.

3. Craft a Thesis Statement: Develop a clear thesis that addresses the
prompt. It should encapsulate your argument and the key points you plan to
discuss.

4. Organize Your Argument: Use the documents to support your thesis. Each
paragraph should focus on a specific point backed by evidence from the
documents.

5. Conclude Effectively: Summarize your main points and restate the
significance of the Russian Revolution in the context of historical change.

Sample DBQ Prompt and Answer Key

Prompt: Analyze the extent to which the Russian Revolution was a radical
departure from previous forms of government and society in Russia.

Answer Key:

1. Thesis Statement: The Russian Revolution represented a radical departure
from previous governance structures and societal norms in Russia, as it
dismantled the autocratic rule of the Tsar, introduced communist ideologies,
and aimed to establish a classless society, though it also retained some
elements of state control reminiscent of the Tsarist regime.

2. Document Analysis:
- Document A: Tsar Nicholas II’s abdication speech highlights the autocratic



nature of his rule and the discontent it generated.
- Document B: A Bolshevik manifesto illustrates the revolutionary ideology
advocating for workers' rights and the overthrow of class structures.
- Document C: Analysis of the civil war’s impact on society reveals the
continuation of state violence and suppression of dissent, indicating a
complex legacy.

3. Supporting Arguments:
- The overthrow of Tsarist autocracy was unprecedented, as previous rulers
had maintained absolute power without significant challenge.
- The introduction of Marxist principles marked a radical ideological shift,
contrasting sharply with Russia's feudal past and Tsarist policies.
- However, the Bolsheviks' consolidation of power exhibited authoritarian
traits similar to those of the Tsarist regime, complicating the narrative of
complete radicalism.

4. Conclusion: The Russian Revolution was indeed a radical departure in many
respects, reshaping governance and societal structures. However, the
challenges of implementing a new system while facing internal and external
pressures revealed the complexities and contradictions inherent in
revolutionary change.

In conclusion, the Russian Revolution DBQ answer key serves as a valuable
guide for students navigating the intricate landscape of this historical
event. By understanding the causes, key events, and impacts of the
revolution, as well as mastering the DBQ format, students can develop a well-
rounded perspective on one of history's most significant uprisings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a DBQ in the context of the Russian
Revolution?
A DBQ, or Document-Based Question, is an assessment that requires students to
analyze and interpret primary source documents related to the Russian
Revolution, integrating their knowledge of the historical context.

What key events should be included in a DBQ about
the Russian Revolution?
Key events include the 1905 Revolution, the February Revolution of 1917, the
October Revolution of 1917, and the Civil War (1917-1922).

How does one effectively analyze documents in a
Russian Revolution DBQ?
To analyze documents effectively, consider the author's perspective, the
historical context, the purpose of the document, and how it relates to the



overall themes of the revolution.

What types of primary sources are typically included
in a Russian Revolution DBQ?
Typical primary sources include government documents, personal letters,
speeches, newspaper articles, and political cartoons from the time period of
the revolution.

What are some common themes explored in Russian
Revolution DBQs?
Common themes include the role of leadership, social and economic factors,
the impact of World War I, class struggle, and the quest for power.

How can one incorporate outside knowledge in a DBQ
response about the Russian Revolution?
Incorporate outside knowledge by referencing relevant historical events,
figures, and concepts that contextualize the documents, such as Marxism, the
role of the Bolsheviks, and the effects of industrialization.

What is the significance of Lenin's role in the
Russian Revolution for a DBQ?
Lenin's role is significant as he was a key leader of the Bolshevik Party and
instrumental in the October Revolution, shaping the direction of Soviet
policy and ideology.

What arguments can be made about the causes of the
Russian Revolution in a DBQ?
Arguments can include the failure of Tsarist autocracy, widespread social
unrest, economic hardship, and the influence of revolutionary ideologies such
as socialism and communism.

How important is context in writing a DBQ response
about the Russian Revolution?
Context is crucial as it helps situate the documents within the broader
historical narrative, allowing for a deeper understanding of the events and
their implications.

What are some common mistakes to avoid in a Russian
Revolution DBQ?
Common mistakes include failing to directly address the question, neglecting
to use evidence from the documents, and not providing sufficient analysis of
the sources.
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