Robert Jordan The Great Hunt

Robert Jordan's The Great Hunt is the second book in the renowned epic fantasy series, "The Wheel of
Time," which has captivated readers since its initial publication in 1990. Following the success of "The Eye
of the World," Robert Jordan continues to weave an intricate tapestry of characters, cultures, and magic,
deepening the lore of his world while introducing new challenges and conflicts. "The Great Hunt" expands

upon the themes of destiny, power, and the struggle between light and darkness, pushing the story



forward with a blend of political intrigue, adventure, and personal growth.

Overview of The Great Hunt

Plot Summary

Set in a richly developed world where time is cyclical and the struggle between good and evil is eternal,
"The Great Hunt" follows the protagonist Rand al'Thor as he grapples with his burgeoning identity as the
Dragon Reborn. After the events of the first book, Rand must confront the implications of his new role, the

expectations of those around him, and the looming threat of the Dark One.

The narrative begins with Rand's realization that he is not only a target for dark forces but also a symbol of
hope for many. As he becomes more aware of his abilities and the responsibilities tied to them, he is drawn

into a complex web of political maneuvering and intrigue. The story is marked by several key events:

1. The Hunt for the Horn of Valere: Rand and his friends are drawn into a quest to retrieve the legendary
Horn of Valere, believed to summon heroes from the past to aid in the fight against darkness.

2. The Struggle for Power: Various factions vie for control, including the Aes Sedai, a powerful
organization of female magic users, and the Whitecloaks, a militant group with their own agenda.

3. Personal Growth and Relationships: Rand's relationships with characters such as Egwene, Mat, and

Perrin evolve, showcasing themes of friendship, loyalty, and the burden of leadership.

Major Themes

"The Great Hunt" explores several recurring themes that are pivotal to the series:

- Destiny and Free Will: The characters grapple with their fates, often questioning whether they are
puppets of destiny or masters of their own choices.

- The Nature of Power: Power is portrayed as both a gift and a curse, with characters like Rand struggling
to balance the responsibilities that come with their abilities.

- Friendship and Loyalty: The bonds between the main characters are tested throughout the book,

emphasizing the importance of trust and unity in the face of adversity.

Key Characters

Rand al'Thor

Rand al'Thor is the central figure of "The Great Hunt." As he comes to terms with his identity as the
Dragon Reborn, he faces internal and external conflicts. His journey reflects his struggle to accept his fate

while maintaining his humanity.

Egwene al'Vere



Egwene al'Vere is Rand's childhood friend and love interest, who demonstrates remarkable growth
throughout the series. In "The Great Hunt," she begins her training as an Aes Sedai and becomes

increasingly influential in the political landscape of the world.

Mat Cauthon

Mat Cauthon, known for his luck and rebellious spirit, plays a crucial role in the story. His character
development is significant as he grapples with the consequences of his actions and the burden of his

destiny.

Perrin Aybara

Perrin Aybara, another of Rand's close friends, struggles with his own identity, particularly as he discovers
his connection to wolves. His character arc in "The Great Hunt" highlights themes of loyalty and the
challenge of embracing one's true nature.

Nynaeve al'Meara

Nynaeve, a strong-willed Aes Sedai, provides a counterbalance to Rand's character. Her fierce

protectiveness and mastery of the One Power make her a critical player in the unfolding events.

The World of The Great Hunt

Geography and Cultures

The world of "The Wheel of Time" is vast and diverse, featuring various nations, cultures, and magical

systems. In "The Great Hunt," readers are introduced to new locations, including:

- Fal Dara: A fortress town that becomes a significant setting for the early part of the book. It is
characterized by its strong defenses against the Dark One's forces.

- Tear: A coastal city with a rich history and its own political intrigue, serving as the backdrop for the quest
for the Horn of Valere.

Each location is imbued with cultural nuances, revealing the complex relationships between different

groups and their histories.

Magic System

The One Power, the source of magic in the series, plays a crucial role in "The Great Hunt." The distinction
between male and female users adds depth to the magical system, contributing to the overall tension in the
narrative. The Aes Sedai's unique abilities and their societal structure highlight the complexities of power

dynamics.



Critical Reception

"The Great Hunt" was well-received by both fans and critics, solidifying Robert Jordan's reputation as a
master storyteller. Readers praised the book for its character development, intricate plot, and world-

building. Many found Jordan's writing style engaging, with a balance of action, dialogue, and introspection.
Impact on Fantasy Literature

Robert Jordan's work, including "The Great Hunt," has had a lasting impact on the fantasy genre. His
detailed world-building, complex characters, and epic storytelling have influenced numerous authors and
series that followed. The "Wheel of Time" series is often cited as a benchmark for epic fantasy, inspiring a

dedicated fan base and adaptations in various media, including a successful television series.
Conclusion

In summary, Robert Jordan's "The Great Hunt" is a pivotal installment in "The Wheel of Time" series,
enriching the narrative with its exploration of destiny, power, and the bonds of friendship. The book not
only propels the story forward but also deepens the reader's understanding of the world and its inhabitants.
With its compelling characters and intricate plotlines, "The Great Hunt" stands as a testament to Jordan's
skill as a storyteller and his ability to create a captivating and enduring fantasy saga. As fans and new
readers alike delve into this remarkable work, the echoes of Rand al'Thor's journey and the themes of the
struggle between light and darkness will resonate, leaving a lasting impression long after the final page is

turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Hunt' in the context of Robert Jordan's series?

"The Great Hunt' is the second book in Robert Jordan's epic fantasy series "The Wheel of Time', continuing

the story of Rand al"Thor and his friends as they battle dark forces.

Who are the main characters introduced in 'The Great Hunt'?

Main characters include Rand al'Thor, Perrin Aybara, Mat Cauthon, Nynaeve al'Meara, and Egwene

al'Vere, as well as significant new characters like Lan Mandragoran and Moiraine Sedai.

What is the significance of the Horn of Valere in 'The Great Hunt'?

The Horn of Valere is a powerful artifact that can summon heroes from the past to fight for the living,

playing a crucial role in the battle against the Dark One.



How does 'The Great Hunt' develop Rand's character?

"The Great Hunt' explores Rand's struggles with his identity and destiny as the Dragon Reborn, showcasing

his growth from a reluctant hero to a more assertive leader.

What themes are prevalent in "The Great Hunt"

Key themes include the struggle between good and evil, the importance of friendship and loyalty, and the
burden of leadership and prophecy.

How does Robert Jordan expand the world-building in "The Great Hunt'?

Jordan expands the world by introducing new cultures, political factions, and magical systems, as well as

deepening the lore of the Wheel of Time universe.

What role do the Aes Sedai play in 'The Great Hunt'?

The Aes Sedai play crucial roles in the narrative, as powerful female magic users who influence political

and social structures, and they are both allies and antagonists to Rand and his friends.

What is the climax of 'The Great Hunt'?

The climax involves the dramatic confrontation at Fal Dara, where Rand faces off against various enemies,

culminating in a battle for the Horn of Valere.

How does 'The Great Hunt' set the stage for future books in the series?

The events of 'The Great Hunt' introduce key plot threads and characters that will be pivotal in later books,
particularly in relation to the Last Battle and the ongoing struggle against the Dark One.

What reader reception did "The Great Hunt' receive compared to the first
book?

"The Great Hunt' was generally well-received, with readers praising its pacing, character development,

and intricate plot, often considering it an improvement over "The Eye of the World'".
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