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RoBERT Louls STEVENSON: THE BODY SNATCHER IS A COMPELLING TALE THAT DELVES INTO THE DARK THEMES OF MORALITY,
LIFE, DEATH, AND THE ETHICAL DILEMMAS SURROUNDING THE MEDICAL PROFESSION IN THE EARLY 19QTH CENTURY. PUBLISHED IN
1884, THIS NOVELLA STANDS OUT NOT ONLY FOR ITS GRIPPING NARRATIVE BUT ALSO FOR ITS EXPLORATION OF THE HUMAN
PSYCHE AND THE MORAL QUANDARIES FACED BY INDIVIDUALS. STEVENSON, KNOWN FOR CLASSICS SUCH AS “ TREASURE ISLAND”
AND “STRANGE CASE OF DR JEKYLL AND MR HYDE,” USES “THE BODY SNATCHER” TO PROBE THE DEPTHS OF HUMAN NATURE
AND THE SOCIETAL NORMS OF HIS TIME.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

HisToricAL CONTEXT

“THe BobY SNATCHER” IS ROOTED IN THE HISTORICAL PRACTICES OF BODY SNATCHING THAT OCCURRED IN THE EARLY 19TH
CENTURY. DURING THIS PERIOD, THE DEMAND FOR CADAVERS FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH SURGED, LEADING TO A GRIM TRADE WHERE
GRAVE ROBBERS WOULD EXHUME BODIES TO SELL TO MEDICAL SCHOOLS. THIS PRACTICE WAS LARGELY FUELED BY THE LACK OF
LEGALLY AVAILABLE BODIES FOR ANATOMICAL STUDY, WHICH IN TURN RAISED SIGNIFICANT ETHICAL QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE,
DEATH, AND THE TREATMENT OF THE DECEASED.

STEVENSON’S NOVELLA REFLECTS THE ANXIETIES OF HIS TIME, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING THE BURGEONING FIELD OF MEDICINE
AND THE OFTEN MACARBRE LENGTHS TO WHICH INDIVIDUALS WOULD GO TO ADVANCE SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE. THE STORY IS SET
IN EDINBURGH, WHICH WAS A HUB FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION AND EXPERIMENTATION, MAKING IT AN APT BACKDROP FOR SUCH A
TALE.



RoBERT Louls STEVENSON: A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY

RoBerT Louls STEVENSON WAS BORN ON NoveMBER 13, 1850, IN EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. HE WAS A PROLIFIC WRITER
WHOSE WORKS SPANNED VARIOUS GENRES, INCLUDING NOVELS, ESSAYS, AND POETRY. STEVENSON'S LITERARY CAREER BEGAN IN
EARNEST WITH THE PUBLICATION OF “TREASURE ISLAND” IN 1883, WHICH BECAME A CLASSIC OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE.
FOLLOWING THAT SUCCESS, HE PUBLISHED “ THE BODY SNATCHER,” A WORK THAT SHOWCASES HIS FASCINATION WITH THE
MACABRE AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF HUMAN MORALITY.

STEVENSON'S WRITING IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS VIVID IMAGERY, RICH CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, AND AN EXPLORATION OF THE
DUALITIES OF HUMAN NATURE. HIS PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, INCLUDING HIS STRUGGLES WITH ILLNESS AND HIS TRAVELS ACROSS
THE GLOBE, PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCED HIS LITERARY VOICE.

PLoT SUMMARY

“THe BobY SNATCHER” CENTERS AROUND THE CHARACTER OF DR. FETTES, A YOUNG MEDICAL STUDENT WHO WORKS UNDER THE
TUTELAGE OF THE MORALLY AMBIGUOUS DR. MACFARLANE. THE STORY UNFOLDS THROUGH FETTES'S EXPERIENCES AS HE
BECOMES INCREASINGLY ENTANGLED IN THE DARK WORLD OF BODY SNATCHING.

1. Dr. FETTES: A MEDICAL STUDENT WITH A PROMISING FUTURE, FETTES IS DRAWN INTO THE WORLD OF ILLEGAL CADAVER
PROCUREMENT.

2. DR. MACFARLANE: A SKILLED SURGEON AND FETTES’S MENTOR, MACFARLANE REVEALS A TROUBLING SIDE AS HE ENGAGES IN
UNETHICAL PRACTICES.

3. THe BoDY SNATCHER: THE CHARACTER OF JOHN GRAY, A NOTORIOUS BODY SNATCHER, SERVES AS A CATALYST FOR THE
STORY’S MORAL CONFLICTS.

THE NARRATIVE BEGINS WITH FETTES RECOUNTING HIS EXPERIENCES WITH MACFARLANE, WHICH LEADS TO THE REVELATION OF
THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN BODY SNATCHING. THE TENSION ESCALATES WHEN THEY ARE CONFRONTED WITH THE CONSEQUENCES OF
THEIR ACTIONS, CULMINATING IN A CHILLING AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING CONCLUSION.

THEMES AND ANALYSIS

MORALITY AND ETHICS

AT THE HEART OF “THE BODY SNATCHER” LIES A PROFOUND EXPLORATION OF MORALITY. THE NOVELLA RAISES CRITICAL
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENT AND THE LENGTHS TO WHICH INDIVIDUALS WILL GO
IN THE NAME OF PROGRESS. FETTES'S MORAL DILEMMAS FORCE READERS TO CONFRONT THE QUESTION: W/HAT IS THE PRICE OF
KNOWLEDGE?

- CONSEQUENCES OF ACTIONS: THE CHARACTERS' DECISIONS LEAD TO DIRE CONSEQUENCES, ILLUSTRATING THE NOTION THAT
UNETHICAL PRACTICES CANNOT REMAIN HIDDEN INDEFINITELY.

- DUALITY oF HUMAN NATURE: STEVENSON MASTERFULLY DEPICTS THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE NOBLE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE
AND THE DARKER IMPULSES THAT DRIVE INDIVIDUALS TO COMMIT HEINOUS ACTS.

Lire AND DEATH

THE THEMES OF LIFE AND DEATH ARE INTRICATELY WOVEN THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE. THE ACT OF BODY SNATCHING SERVES
AS A METAPHOR FOR THE TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO, AS CHARACTERS GRAPPLE WITH THE IMPERMANENCE OF LIFE AND THE
ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS SURROUNDING THE TREATMENT OF THE DEAD.



- ResPECT FOR THE DEAD: THE STORY PROMPTS READERS TO REFLECT ON SOCIETAL ATTITUDES TOWARD DEATH AND THE
INHERENT DIGNITY OF THE DECEASED.

- FEAR OF THE UNKNOWN: CHARACTERS EXPERIENCE FEAR AND ANXIETY REGARDING DEATH, WHICH INFLUENCES THEIR ACTIONS
AND MORAL DECISIONS.

THe RoLE OF SCIENCE

STEVENSON’S NOVELLA ALSO CRITIQUES THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY AND ITS SOMETIMES RUTHLESS PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE.
THE CHARACTERS EMBODY THE TENSION BETWEEN THE NOBLE ASPIRATIONS OF SCIENCE AND THE ETHICAL COMPROMISES MADE IN
ITS NAME.

- AMBIVALENCE TOWARDS PROGRESS: THE STORY REFLECTS A SKEPTICISM OF SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS WHEN IT DISREGARDS
MORAL CONSIDERATIONS.

- HUMAN EXPERIMENTATION: THE CHARACTERS WILLINGNESS TO EXPLOIT THE DEAD FOR KNOWLEDGE RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE BOUNDARIES OF SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY.

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Dr. FETTES

DR. FETTES SERVES AS THE PROTAGONIST AND MORAL COMPASS OF THE STORY. HIS JOURNEY FROM AN EAGER STUDENT TO A
MAN BURDENED BY THE WEIGHT OF HIS CHOICES ILLUSTRATES THE IMPACT OF MORAL AMBIGUITY ON AN INDIVIDUAL'S
CHARACTER.

- TRANSFORMATION: FETTES'S CHARACTER EVOLVES AS HE CONFRONTS THE CONSEQUENCES OF HIS ACTIONS AND GRAPPLES
WITH HIS CONSCIENCE.

- SYMBOL OF INNOCENCE: |NITIALLY/ FETTES REPRESENTS THE INNOCENCE OF YOUTH, BUT HE GRADUALLY BECOMES AW ARE OF
THE DARKER ASPECTS OF HUMAN NATURE.

Dr. MACFARLANE

DR. MACFARLANE EMBODIES THE TENSION BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC AMBITION AND ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY. HIS CHARACTER SERVES
AS A FOIL TO FETTES, HIGHLIGHTING THE POTENTIAL FOR MORAL CORRUPTION WITHIN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.

- MorAL AMBIGUITY: MACFARLANE’S WILLINGNESS TO ENGAGE IN BODY SNATCHING REFLECTS A PRAGMATIC APPROACH TO
SCIENCE THAT PRIORITIZES KNOWLEDGE OVER ETHICS.
- MANIPULATION: HE MANIPULATES FETTES, ILLUSTRATING THE SEDUCTIVE NATURE OF POWER AND KNOWLEDGE.

JoHN GRAY

JOHN GRAY, THE BODY SNATCHER, REPRESENTS THE DARKER SIDE OF HUMAN NATURE. HiS CHARACTER SERVES AS A CATALYST
FOR THE EXPLORATION OF THE NOVELLA'S THEMES, PARTICULARLY THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS OF HIS ACTIONS.

- EMBODIMENT OF FEAR: GRAY'S ACTIONS EVOKE FEAR AND REVULSION, HIGHLIGHTING SOCIETY'S ANXIETY ABOUT DEATH AND
THE TREATMENT OF THE DEAD.

- COMPLEXITY: DESPITE HIS VILLAINOUS ROLE, GRAY ELICITS SYMPATHY AS A CHARACTER TRAPPED BY CIRCUMSTANCE AND
DESPERATION.



CoNcCLUSION

IN “THe BoDY SNATCHER,” ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON CRAFTS A HAUNTING NARRATIVE THAT CHALLENGES READERS TO
CONFRONT THE ETHICAL DILEMMAS SURROUNDING LIFE, DEATH, AND THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE. THROUGH HIS RICH CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT AND EXPLORATION OF DARK THEMES, STEVENSON INVITES US TO REFLECT ON THE MORAL COMPLEXITIES INHERENT
IN THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE. THE NOVELLA REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT WORK IN THE CANON OF GOTHIC LITERATURE, RESONATING
WITH CONTEMPORARY AUDIENCES AS WE CONTINUE TO NAVIGATE THE ETHICAL CHALLENGES POSED BY SCIENTIFIC
ADVANCEMENT. STEVENSON’'S ABILITY TO WEAVE A COMPELLING STORY WITH PROFOUND MORAL QUESTIONS ENSURES THAT
“THe BoDY SNATCHER” WILL ENDURE AS A POWERFUL EXPLORATION OF THE HUMAN CONDITION FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF ‘THE BobY SNATCHER' BY ROBERT Louls STEVENSON?

THE MAIN THEME OF 'THE BoDY SNATCHER' IS THE MORAL AMBIGUITY OF MEDICAL ETHICS, PARTICULARLY IN THE CONTEXT OF
BODY SNATCHING AND THE QUEST FOR SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE.

\WHO ARE THE CENTRAL CHARACTERS IN ‘THE BoDY SNATCHER'?

THE CENTRAL CHARACTERS INCLUDE DR. FETTES/ A MEDICAL STUDENT, AND MR. K_/ A GRAVE ROBBER WHO BECOMES HIS
MORALLY QUESTIONABLE MENTOR.

\WHAT HISTORICAL CONTEXT INFLUENCED THE WRITING OF 'THE BoDY SNATCHER'?

THE STORY WAS INFLUENCED BY THE REAL-LIFE BODY-SNATCHING PRACTICES IN 19 TH-CENTURY EDINBURGH/ \WHERE MEDICAL
SCHOOLS OFTEN REQUIRED FRESH BODIES FOR DISSECTION.

How DOES STEVENSON EXPLORE THE CONCEPT OF LIFE AND DEATH IN ' THE BobY
SNATCHER'?

STEVENSON EXPLORES LIFE AND DEATH THROUGH THE JUXTAPOSITION OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION'S PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE
AND THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF STEALING BODIES FOR THAT KNOWLEDGE.

W/HAT LITERARY TECHNIQUES DOES STEVENSON USE IN ‘THE BoDY SNATCHER'?

STEVENSON EMPLOYS VIVID IMAGERY, GOTHIC ELEMENTS, AND A SUSPENSEFUL NARRATIVE STYLE TO CREATE A CHILLING
ATMOSPHERE AND ENGAGE READERS.

WHAT IMPACT DID ‘' THE BODY SNATCHER' HAVE ON HORROR LITERATURE?

THE STORY IS CONSIDERED A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO HORROR LITERATURE, INFLUENCING LATER WORKS THAT DEAL WITH
THEMES OF RESURRECTION AND THE ETHICAL BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE.

How DOES THE ENDING OF ‘THE BODY SNATCHER' REFLECT THE STORY'S THEMES?

THE ENDING LEAVES READERS WITH A SENSE OF UNRESOLVED TENSION AND MORAL QUESTIONING, HIGHLIGHTING THE INEVITABLE
CONSEQUENCES OF UNETHICAL CHOICES IN THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES ‘' THE BODY SNATCHER' REFLECT SOCIETAL ATTITUDES TOWARD
SCIENCE IN THE 19TH CENTURY?

THE STORY REFLECTS A SOCIETAL FASCINATION WITH AND FEAR OF SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENTS, PARTICULARLY IN MEDICINE, AND
ADDRESSES THE ETHICAL DILEMMAS THAT AROSE DURING THAT PERIOD.
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