
Royals First Baseman History

Royals first baseman history is a fascinating journey that reflects the
evolution of the Kansas City Royals franchise since its establishment in
1969. Over the years, the team has seen a range of talented players step into
the first base position, each contributing to the identity of the team and
its success. This article delves into the history of the Royals' first
basemen, highlighting notable players, significant achievements, and the
evolution of the position within the franchise.

The Early Years: 1969-1979

In their inaugural season, the Kansas City Royals fielded a competitive
roster, but the first base position was primarily manned by the likes of John
Mayberry.

John Mayberry: The First Star
- Mayberry played for the Royals from 1969 to 1972 and was a key player
during the team's formative years.
- He established himself as a power hitter, earning an All-Star selection in
1973.
- His contributions helped set the stage for the Royals' future success, as
he was one of the first players to excel at first base for the franchise.



Other Notable First Basemen in the '70s
1. Chuck Harrison – Played for the Royals in the late '70s, providing depth
and versatility.
2. Jim Fry – A solid contributor, although he didn't achieve the same level
of success as Mayberry.

The 1980s: The Rise of the Royals

The 1980s saw the Kansas City Royals reach new heights, culminating in a
World Series championship in 1985. The first base position played a crucial
role in this success.

George Brett: An Iconic Transition
- Initially a third baseman, George Brett transitioned to first base later in
his career, showcasing his versatility and skill.
- Brett is perhaps the most famous player in Royals history, and his presence
at first base during the late '80s helped solidify the team's roster.
- He was a consistent performer, and his leadership was instrumental in
guiding the team to its first championship.

Other Key Players of the Era
- Steve Balboni: Known for his power hitting, Balboni held down first base
for several seasons and was a significant contributor to the 1985
championship team.
- Danny Tartabull: Although primarily an outfielder, Tartabull occasionally
filled in at first base and provided a solid bat during the late '80s.

The 1990s: A Decade of Change

The 1990s were a tumultuous time for the Royals, marked by ups and downs on
the field. The first base position saw various players come and go.

Mike Sweeney: A New Era Begins
- Mike Sweeney emerged as the primary first baseman in the late '90s,
becoming a fan favorite and a key offensive player.
- He was selected to the All-Star team in 2002, showcasing his ability to hit
for both power and average.
- Sweeney's tenure with the Royals lasted until 2007, and he left a lasting
legacy as one of the franchise's all-time greats.



Other First Baseman of the '90s
1. Wally Joyner – A veteran presence who brought experience to the team.
2. Ken Harvey – A promising young talent who played first base in the late
'90s and early 2000s.

The 2000s: Struggles and Transition

The early 2000s were challenging for the Royals, with several losing seasons.
The first base position saw numerous players trying to fill the role.

Dynamic Changes and Trials
- The Royals cycled through several first basemen, including Justin Huber and
Mike Jacobs, but consistency was elusive.
- The struggle to find a reliable first baseman highlighted the team's
broader issues during this period.

Emergence of Billy Butler
- Billy Butler transitioned to first base after starting his career as a
designated hitter and quickly became a fan favorite.
- Butler's hitting prowess helped him become one of the most productive
players for the Royals, earning him the nickname "Country Breakfast."
- His tenure with the Royals lasted until 2014, and he remains one of the
most beloved figures in franchise history.

The 2010s: A Return to Glory

The Royals experienced a resurgence in the 2010s, culminating in back-to-back
World Series appearances in 2014 and 2015, with a championship in 2015.

Eric Hosmer: The Heart of the Team
- Eric Hosmer became the face of the franchise during this time, providing
stellar defense and clutch hitting.
- A key player in the 2015 World Series victory, Hosmer's leadership and
performance earned him the World Series MVP award.
- His ability to hit in high-pressure situations was critical in the Royals'
success during this era.



Other Contributors in the 2010s
1. Kendrys Morales – Played a significant role as a designated hitter and
first baseman, contributing to the team's lineup.
2. Ryan O'Hearn – Emerged in the latter part of the decade, showcasing power
potential as a young player.

Recent Years: 2020 and Beyond

The Royals have been in a rebuilding phase in recent years, with young
players stepping into key positions, including first base.

Current Landscape of First Basemen
- Carlos Santana was a veteran presence during the 2021 season, providing
guidance to younger players.
- Vinnie Pasquantino emerged as a promising young talent, showcasing his
potential as a future cornerstone of the franchise.

Looking Ahead
- The Royals are committed to developing their young talent, and the first
base position will continue to be a focal point of their future success.
- As the team rebuilds, fans can look forward to the emergence of new stars
who will carry on the legacy of the first basemen who came before them.

Conclusion

The history of the Royals first baseman is a reflection of the team's larger
narrative, marked by triumphs, struggles, and the pursuit of excellence. From
John Mayberry to Eric Hosmer and beyond, each player has left an indelible
mark on the franchise. As the Royals look to the future, the first base
position will remain an integral part of their identity and aspirations for
success. The journey continues, and fans eagerly await the next chapter in
the storied history of the Kansas City Royals first basemen.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first baseman for the Kansas City Royals
during their inaugural season?
The first baseman for the Kansas City Royals during their inaugural season in



1969 was Joe Foy.

Which Kansas City Royals first baseman holds the
franchise record for home runs?
Mike Sweeney holds the franchise record for home runs as a first baseman with
215 home runs.

Who was the Royals' first baseman during their 1985
World Series championship?
The Royals' first baseman during their 1985 World Series championship was
Jack Clark.

What notable achievement did George Brett have while
playing first base?
George Brett, primarily a third baseman, played first base in his later years
and is celebrated for being a 3,000-hit club member.

Which player was named the Royals' starting first
baseman in the 2015 World Series?
Eric Hosmer was named the Royals' starting first baseman in the 2015 World
Series.

Who was the first African American first baseman for
the Royals?
The first African American first baseman for the Royals was John Mayberry,
who played for the team from 1972 to 1975.

Which Royals first baseman won the Gold Glove Award
in 2015?
Eric Hosmer won the Gold Glove Award for first base in 2015.

What year did the Royals draft first baseman Kila
Ka'aihue?
The Royals drafted Kila Ka'aihue in the 15th round of the 2002 MLB Draft.

Who is considered the best defensive first baseman
in Royals history?
Many consider Eric Hosmer to be the best defensive first baseman in Royals
history due to his exceptional fielding skills.



Which Royals first baseman was known for his high
on-base percentage in the late 1990s?
Mike Sweeney was known for his high on-base percentage during the late 1990s
and early 2000s.
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