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Red Rocks climbing guide is essential for both novice and experienced
climbers looking to explore one of the most iconic climbing destinations in
the United States. Nestled in the Mojave Desert, just a short drive from Las
Vegas, Nevada, Red Rocks offers a diverse range of climbing opportunities,
stunning natural beauty, and a unique desert ecosystem. This article will
provide an in-depth guide to climbing at Red Rocks, including essential
information about routes, safety, equipment, and environmental
considerations.

Overview of Red Rocks

Red Rocks National Conservation Area encompasses over 195,000 acres of
stunning landscapes, with impressive sandstone cliffs, canyons, and a variety
of flora and fauna. The climbing at Red Rocks is primarily sport climbing,
but traditional and bouldering routes are also available. The unique
geological formations, characterized by red and white sandstone, offer a
variety of climbing styles and difficulties, making it a must-visit
destination for climbers of all levels.



Getting There

Red Rocks is conveniently located approximately 15 miles west of Las Vegas.
The nearest airport is McCarran International Airport, which serves both
domestic and international flights. From the airport, climbers can rent a car
and make the drive to Red Rocks in about 30 minutes.

Climbing Seasons

The climbing season at Red Rocks typically runs from October to April, when
temperatures are cooler and conditions are more favorable. Summer months can
be extremely hot, reaching temperatures over 100°F (38°C), making climbing
conditions uncomfortable and potentially dangerous.

Best Times to Climb

- Fall (October to November): Ideal temperatures and stunning fall colors
make this the most popular time to climb.

- Spring (March to April): Pleasant temperatures and blooming desert flowers
create a beautiful backdrop for climbing.

- Winter (December to February): While temperatures can drop, sunny days are
common, offering great climbing conditions.

Types of Climbing

Red Rocks offers a wide variety of climbing experiences:

Sport Climbing

Sport climbing is prevalent at Red Rocks, with many bolted routes ranging
from easy to challenging. Areas like the Calico Basin, The Gallery, and Black
Velvet Canyon are renowned for their sport climbing routes.

Traditional Climbing

For those who prefer placing their own gear, traditional climbing offers a
plethora of crack and face climbs. Notable areas for trad climbing include
The Rainbow Wall and The Black Velvet Wall, which feature stunning multi-
pitch routes.



Bouldering

Bouldering is also popular at Red Rocks, with numerous boulder problems
scattered throughout the area. The Boulder Canyon and Calico Hills offer
excellent problems for climbers of all abilities.

Essential Climbing Areas

Red Rocks is divided into several distinct climbing areas, each with its own
unique features. Here are some of the most popular:

1. Calico Hills: A great area for sport climbing, with routes suitable for
beginners and experienced climbers alike.

2. Black Velvet Canyon: Known for its multi-pitch routes and stunning
views, this area is a favorite among traditional climbers.

3. The Rainbow Wall: Famous for its long, challenging routes, this area
offers incredible climbing experiences for those willing to tackle the
challenge.

4. The Gallery: A sport climbing haven, this area features numerous bolted
routes with varying difficulties.

5. Red Rock Canyon: The area provides a combination of sport, traditional,
and bouldering routes, making it a versatile climbing destination.

Climbing Routes

With over 2,000 climbing routes in Red Rocks, climbers will find a variety of
options to suit their skill level. Routes are generally graded using the
Yosemite Decimal System (YDS).

Popular Routes to Consider

- "Epinephrine" (5.9, 5 pitches): A classic multi-pitch route in Black Velvet
Canyon, offering stunning views and a range of climbing styles.

- "The Moonlight Buttress" (5.7, 10 pitches): This iconic route in Zion is
worth the trip and provides an unforgettable climbing experience.

- "The Great Red Book" (5.10c, 5 pitches): Located in Calico Basin, this
route combines face and crack climbing for an exhilarating experience.



- "The Black Velvet Wall" (5.9, 4 pitches): An accessible multi-pitch route
with beautiful scenery and a variety of climbing techniques.

Safety and Precautions

Safety is paramount when climbing in Red Rocks. Here are some essential tips
to ensure a safe climbing experience:

e Check Weather Conditions: Always check the weather before heading out,
as conditions can change rapidly in the desert.

e Bring Plenty of Water: Staying hydrated is crucial, especially in the
warmer months. Carry at least 2-3 liters of water per person.

e Wear Appropriate Gear: Ensure you have the right climbing gear,
including a helmet, harness, climbing shoes, and a crash pad for
bouldering.

e Know Your Limits: Choose routes that match your skill level, and don't
be afraid to back off if you feel uncomfortable.

e Practice Leave No Trace: Protect the environment by minimizing your
impact on the natural surroundings.

Climbing Etiquette

Respecting fellow climbers and the environment is essential for maintaining a
positive climbing community. Follow these guidelines to ensure a respectful
and safe experience:

- Be courteous: Allow faster climbers to pass and communicate clearly with
others on shared routes.

- Avoid crowding: Choose less popular routes during peak times to help reduce
congestion.

- Respect wildlife: Avoid disturbing nesting birds or other wildlife in the
area.

- Pack out trash: Carry out all trash and dispose of it properly to keep the
area clean.

Environmental Considerations

Red Rocks is home to a diverse array of plants and animals, many of which are



sensitive to human activity. Climbers should take care to minimize their
impact on the environment:

- Stick to established trails: Avoid trampling vegetation by using designated
paths.

- Respect seasonal closures: Some areas may be closed during nesting season
or for restoration efforts.

- Avoid chalk marks: Use biodegradable chalk and minimize the visibility of
your presence.

Conclusion

A visit to Red Rocks is an unforgettable experience for climbers of all
levels. The stunning desert landscapes, diverse climbing routes, and sense of
adventure make it a premier climbing destination. Whether you’re looking to
tackle challenging multi-pitch routes or enjoy a leisurely day of bouldering,
the Red Rocks climbing guide provides essential information for a safe and
enjoyable trip. By respecting the environment and fellow climbers, you can
help preserve this incredible resource for future generations. Prepare
adequately, stay safe, and embrace the adventure that awaits you at Red
Rocks.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best time of year to climb at Red Rocks?

The best time to climb at Red Rocks is typically from late fall to early
spring, specifically from October to April, when the temperatures are cooler
and more comfortable for climbing.

Are there routes suitable for beginners at Red
Rocks?

Yes, Red Rocks offers several beginner-friendly routes, particularly in areas
like the Calico Hills and the First Creek sector, where climbers can find
easier climbs and top-rope options.

What type of climbing gear is recommended for Red
Rocks?

Climbers should bring a standard rack of gear including quickdraws, cams, and
nuts, as well as a helmet, climbing shoes, and a harness. A crash pad is also
recommended for bouldering.



Is there a climbing guidebook for Red Rocks?

Yes, there are several comprehensive climbing guidebooks for Red Rocks,
including 'Red Rocks Climbing' by Jason D. Martin and 'The Climber's Guide to
Red Rocks' by the American Alpine Club.

What are some popular climbing areas within Red
Rocks?

Popular climbing areas within Red Rocks include the Black Velvet Canyon,
Calico Basin, and the Kraft Mountain, each offering a variety of routes for
different skill levels.

Are there any climbing permits required at Red
Rocks?

No specific climbing permits are required to climb at Red Rocks, but a
vehicle entrance fee is necessary to access the Red Rock Canyon National
Conservation Area.

What safety tips should climbers be aware of at Red
Rocks?

Climbers should be aware of potential rockfall, especially in loose areas,
and should also stay hydrated due to the desert climate. It's important to
check the weather and be prepared for rapid changes.
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