Red Letter Words Of Jesus

Red letter words of Jesus hold a special significance for many Christians, as
they represent the direct teachings and sayings of Jesus Christ as recorded
in the New Testament. These words, often printed in red ink in many Bibles,
serve to distinguish Jesus' messages from the rest of the text. In this
article, we will explore the importance of these words, their context, key
themes, and how they continue to resonate with believers today.

The Significance of Red Letter Words

The practice of printing Jesus’ words in red began in the late 19th century,
primarily to highlight his direct teachings and provide a visual cue for
readers. This method has transformed how many people engage with the
Scriptures, allowing them to focus more deeply on the teachings of Christ.

Historical Context

1. Origin of Red Letter Bibles: The first red letter Bible was created by
Louis Klopsch in 1899. His intention was to enhance the reader's
understanding of Jesus’ messages and to make the text more engaging.

2. Widespread Adoption: Following Klopsch's innovation, many other publishers
began to adopt the red letter format. Today, it is a common feature in many
versions of the Bible, from the King James Version to modern translations.

Theological Importance

1. Direct Teachings of Jesus: The red letters encapsulate the core messages
of Christianity, such as love, forgiveness, and repentance. These teachings
are foundational for Christian doctrine and ethics.

2. Illustration of Christ’s Nature: The words of Jesus reveal his
character—his compassion for the marginalized, his call for justice, and his



invitation for all to follow him. They provide a glimpse into the heart of
God and the essence of the Gospel.



