
Regular And Irregular French Verbs

Regular and irregular French verbs are fundamental components of the French
language, playing a crucial role in communication and grammar. Understanding the
difference between these two categories of verbs is essential for anyone looking to master
French, whether you are a beginner or advancing your skills. This article will delve into the
characteristics of regular and irregular verbs, how to conjugate them, and provide
examples and tips to help you navigate the complexities of French verb conjugation.



Understanding French Verbs

French verbs are categorized based on their conjugation patterns, which are influenced by
their endings. The two primary categories of French verbs are regular verbs and irregular
verbs.

Regular Verbs

Regular verbs follow a predictable pattern in their conjugation, making them easier to
learn. They are typically divided into three groups based on their infinitive endings:

1. -er Verbs: This is the largest group of regular verbs in French. Examples include "parler"
(to speak), "aimer" (to love), and "jouer" (to play).
2. -ir Verbs: These verbs follow a slightly different pattern. Examples include "finir" (to
finish), "choisir" (to choose), and "réussir" (to succeed).
3. -re Verbs: This group is smaller and includes verbs like "vendre" (to sell), "attendre" (to
wait), and "entendre" (to hear).

Conjugating Regular Verbs

The conjugation of regular verbs is systematic. Here’s how to conjugate each type of
regular verb in the present tense:

-er Verbs

1. Remove the -er ending from the infinitive.
2. Add the appropriate endings:
- Je (I): -e
- Tu (You - singular informal): -es
- Il/Elle/On (He/She/One): -e
- Nous (We): -ons
- Vous (You - plural/formal): -ez
- Ils/Elles (They - masculine/feminine): -ent

Example: Conjugating "parler" (to speak):
- Je parle (I speak)
- Tu parles (You speak)
- Il parle (He speaks)
- Nous parlons (We speak)
- Vous parlez (You speak)
- Ils parlent (They speak)

-ir Verbs



1. Remove the -ir ending from the infinitive.
2. Add the appropriate endings:
- Je: -is
- Tu: -is
- Il/Elle/On: -it
- Nous: -issons
- Vous: -issez
- Ils/Elles: -issent

Example: Conjugating "finir" (to finish):
- Je finis (I finish)
- Tu finis (You finish)
- Il finit (He finishes)
- Nous finissons (We finish)
- Vous finissez (You finish)
- Ils finissent (They finish)

-re Verbs

1. Remove the -re ending from the infinitive.
2. Add the appropriate endings:
- Je: -s
- Tu: -s
- Il/Elle/On: (no ending)
- Nous: -ons
- Vous: -ez
- Ils/Elles: -ent

Example: Conjugating "vendre" (to sell):
- Je vends (I sell)
- Tu vends (You sell)
- Il vend (He sells)
- Nous vendons (We sell)
- Vous vendez (You sell)
- Ils vendent (They sell)

Irregular Verbs

Irregular verbs do not follow a consistent pattern, making them more challenging to learn.
This category includes some of the most commonly used verbs in the French language.
Irregular verbs can change significantly when conjugated, and they may not even resemble
their infinitive forms.

Common Irregular Verbs

Here are some of the most common irregular verbs in French along with their conjugation in



the present tense:

1. Être (to be):
- Je suis (I am)
- Tu es (You are)
- Il/Elle/On est (He/She/One is)
- Nous sommes (We are)
- Vous êtes (You are)
- Ils/Elles sont (They are)

2. Avoir (to have):
- J’ai (I have)
- Tu as (You have)
- Il/Elle/On a (He/She/One has)
- Nous avons (We have)
- Vous avez (You have)
- Ils/Elles ont (They have)

3. Aller (to go):
- Je vais (I go)
- Tu vas (You go)
- Il/Elle/On va (He/She/One goes)
- Nous allons (We go)
- Vous allez (You go)
- Ils/Elles vont (They go)

4. Faire (to do/make):
- Je fais (I do/make)
- Tu fais (You do/make)
- Il/Elle/On fait (He/She/One does/makes)
- Nous faisons (We do/make)
- Vous faites (You do/make)
- Ils/Elles font (They do/make)

Conjugating Irregular Verbs

Because irregular verbs do not follow a standard pattern, each verb must be memorized.
Here are some tips to help you with irregular verb conjugation:

- Flashcards: Create flashcards with the verb on one side and its conjugations on the other.
Regular practice can reinforce your memory.
- Practice Sentences: Use each verb in a sentence. This will help you understand the
context in which the verb is used.
- Group Similar Verbs: Some irregular verbs share similar conjugation patterns. Grouping
them can make memorization easier.



Other Tenses and Irregularities

While the present tense is essential, French verbs are also conjugated in various other
tenses (past, future, conditional, subjunctive, etc.). Many irregular verbs maintain their
irregularity across these tenses, making it crucial to learn them thoroughly.

Common Tenses

1. Passé Composé (Past Tense): This tense is used to describe actions that have been
completed. It typically uses the auxiliary verbs "avoir" or "être" along with the past
participle of the main verb.

- Example: "J'ai mangé" (I ate) uses "avoir" as the auxiliary.
- Example: "Elle est allée" (She went) uses "être" as the auxiliary.

2. Futur Simple (Future Tense): This tense describes actions that will happen in the future.
Regular verbs use the infinitive plus specific endings, while irregular verbs may change
their stems.

- Example: "Je parlerai" (I will speak) is regular.
- Example: "Je serai" (I will be) is irregular.

3. Conditionnel (Conditional Tense): This tense expresses what would happen under certain
conditions. The structure is similar to the future tense but uses different endings.

- Example: "Je parlerais" (I would speak) is regular.
- Example: "Je serais" (I would be) is irregular.

Conclusion

Mastering regular and irregular French verbs is a fundamental step in becoming proficient
in the French language. Regular verbs offer a structured way to learn conjugation patterns,
while irregular verbs challenge learners to memorize unique forms. By practicing these
verbs in various tenses and contexts, you can significantly improve your understanding and
fluency in French. Take your time with each category, use techniques that work best for
you, and continually practice to reinforce your learning. With dedication and persistence,
you will find yourself navigating the intricate world of French verbs with ease.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between regular and



irregular French verbs?
Regular French verbs follow a consistent conjugation pattern, while irregular verbs do not
follow these patterns and have unique conjugations.

Can you give examples of regular French verbs?
Yes, examples of regular French verbs include 'parler' (to speak), 'finir' (to finish), and
'vendre' (to sell).

What are the three groups of regular French verbs?
The three groups of regular French verbs are -ER verbs (like 'parler'), -IR verbs (like 'finir'),
and -RE verbs (like 'vendre').

How do you conjugate regular -ER verbs in the present
tense?
To conjugate regular -ER verbs in the present tense, remove the -ER ending and add -e, -es,
-e, -ons, -ez, -ent to the stem.

What is a common irregular verb in French and how is it
conjugated?
A common irregular verb is 'être' (to be). Its present tense conjugation is: je suis, tu es,
il/elle/on est, nous sommes, vous êtes, ils/elles sont.

How can I identify an irregular French verb?
You can identify an irregular French verb by its unique conjugation patterns that do not
align with the standard endings of regular verbs.

Are there any tips for memorizing irregular verb
conjugations?
Yes, using flashcards, practicing with verb conjugation apps, and engaging in speaking or
writing exercises can help memorize irregular verb conjugations.
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regular, normal, typical, natural mean being of the sort or kind that is expected as usual, ordinary,
or average. regular stresses conformity to a rule, standard, or pattern.

REGULAR | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
REGULAR definition: 1. happening or doing something often: 2. existing or happening repeatedly in
a fixed pattern…. Learn more.

1174 Synonyms & Antonyms for REGULAR | Thesaurus.com
Find 1174 different ways to say REGULAR, along with antonyms, related words, and example
sentences at Thesaurus.com.

Regular - definition of regular by The Free Dictionary
Define regular. regular synonyms, regular pronunciation, regular translation, English dictionary
definition of regular. adj. 1. Customary, usual, or normal: the train's regular schedule.

regular - WordReference.com Dictionary of English
having the same or a fixed system, procedure, etc., for something: The verb walk in English is a
regular verb because it forms its past tense as walked. steady and even;

What does Regular mean? - Definitions.net
Regular generally refers to something that is usual, normal, standard, or conforms to a pattern or
routine. It is consistent in behavior or pattern and follows established rules or guidelines.

REGULAR Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Regular definition: usual; normal; customary.. See examples of REGULAR used in a sentence.

regular - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Jun 15, 2025 · regular (comparative more regular, superlative most regular) (Christianity) Bound by
religious rule; belonging to a monastic or religious order (often as opposed to secular). …

REGULAR definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
You use regular when referring to the thing, person, time, or place that is usually used by someone.
For example, someone's regular place is the place where they usually sit.

Regular Definition & Meaning - YourDictionary
Regular definition: Customary, usual, or normal.

REGULAR Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
regular, normal, typical, natural mean being of the sort or kind that is expected as usual, ordinary,
or average. regular stresses conformity to a rule, standard, or pattern.

REGULAR | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
REGULAR definition: 1. happening or doing something often: 2. existing or happening repeatedly in
a fixed pattern…. Learn more.

1174 Synonyms & Antonyms for REGULAR | Thesaurus.com
Find 1174 different ways to say REGULAR, along with antonyms, related words, and example
sentences at Thesaurus.com.

Regular - definition of regular by The Free Dictionary
Define regular. regular synonyms, regular pronunciation, regular translation, English dictionary



definition of regular. adj. 1. Customary, usual, or normal: the train's regular schedule.

regular - WordReference.com Dictionary of English
having the same or a fixed system, procedure, etc., for something: The verb walk in English is a
regular verb because it forms its past tense as walked. steady and even;

What does Regular mean? - Definitions.net
Regular generally refers to something that is usual, normal, standard, or conforms to a pattern or
routine. It is consistent in behavior or pattern and follows established rules or guidelines.

REGULAR Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Regular definition: usual; normal; customary.. See examples of REGULAR used in a sentence.

regular - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Jun 15, 2025 · regular (comparative more regular, superlative most regular) (Christianity) Bound by
religious rule; belonging to a monastic or religious order (often as opposed to secular). [from 14th c.]

REGULAR definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
You use regular when referring to the thing, person, time, or place that is usually used by someone.
For example, someone's regular place is the place where they usually sit.

Regular Definition & Meaning - YourDictionary
Regular definition: Customary, usual, or normal.

Master the differences between regular and irregular French verbs with our comprehensive guide.
Boost your language skills today! Learn more for expert tips.
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