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Announcements

ILLINOIS BAR EXAM TO BE HELD
REMOTELY

lllinois Bar exam to be held remotely Oct.
5- 6; in-person exam set for Sept. 9-10
cancelled

The lllinois Supreme Court announced today that due to
continuing public health concerns raised by the COVID-19
pandemic, the lllinois in-person bar examination scheduled for
September 9-10, 2020, has been cancelled. In its place, the lllinois
Board of Admissions to the Bar will offer a remote version of the
exam on October 5-6, 2020, using questions prepared by the
National Conference of Bar Examiners. This exam will satisfy the
requirements of lllinois Supreme Court Rules 701 and 704.

The lllinois Board of Admissions to the Bar has been in close and
frequent contact with the lllincis Supreme Court, monitoring the
ever-evolving science and guidelines as the nation, state, and
local authorities navigate this once-in-a-generation pandemic. As
an independent commission of this Court, the lllinois Board of
Admissions to the Bar has worked to assure the goals of public
protection and a safe, secure bar exam.

The Board carefully monitored developments in lllinois. Consistent
with the encouraging statistics and the Governor’s reopening
pursuant to the Stage IV guidelines, the Board worked to identify
multiple venues that would allow for social distancing and
precautions, in guidance with federal, state, and local authorities.
As the statistics in lllinois over the past week have shown
discouraging signs of a resurgence, however, the Board
recommended to the Court that it consider a remote bar exam.

The test will cover the same topics as the in-person exam and will
qualify applicants for admission in lllinois only. It will not result in a
Uniform Bar Exam s oot Supreme Court has



REDDIT ILLINOIS BAR EXAM HAS BECOME AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR ASPIRING LAWYERS IN [LLINOIS. W/ITH THE COMPLEXITY OF
THE BAR EXAM AND THE RIGOROUS PREPARATION IT DEMANDS, MANY CANDIDATES TURN TO THIS ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR
SUPPORT, ADVICE, AND SHARED EXPERIENCES. REDDIT, A POPULAR SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORM, HOSTS VARIOUS SUBREDDITS
WHERE LAW STUDENTS AND BAR EXAM TAKERS DISCUSS STUDY STRATEGIES, SHARE RESOURCES, AND PROVIDE EMOTIONAL
SUPPORT DURING THIS CHALLENGING TIME. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF REDDIT IN PREPARING FOR THE
[LLINOIS BAR EXAM, THE STRUCTURE OF THE EXAM, STUDY RESOURCES, AND TIPS FOR SUCCESS.

UNDERSTANDING THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM

THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM IS A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE FOR LAW GRADUATES IN THE STATE. |IT ASSESSES WHETHER CANDIDATES
POSSESS THE NECESSARY KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO PRACTICE LAW EFFECTIVELY.

STRUCTURE OF THE EXAM

THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM CONSISTS OF TWO MAIN COMPONENTS:

1. MULTISTATE BAR ExAMINATION (MBE): THIS IS A STANDARDIZED TEST CONSISTING OF 200 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
COVERING SUBJECTS SUCH AS:

- CONSTITUTIONAL LAW

- CONTRACTS

- CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE

- EVIDENCE

- REAL PROPERTY

- TorTs

2. ILLiNois Essay QUESTIONSZ CANDIDATES MUST ALSO COMPLETE SEVERAL ESSAY QUESTIONS THAT FOCUS ON |LLINOIS
LAW. THESE QUESTIONS TEST THE APPLICANT’S ABILITY TO APPLY LEGAL PRINCIPLES TO SPECIFIC SCENARIOS. THE ILLINOIS BAR
EXAM TYPICALLY INCLUDES:

- THREE ESSAY QUESTIONS
- A PERFORMANCE TEST THAT ASSESSES PRACTICAL SKILLS, SUCH AS DRAFTING A LEGAL DOCUMENT.

SCORING AND RESULTS

To PASS THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM, CANDIDATES MUST ACHIEVE A MINIMUM SCORE SET BY THE [LLINOIS BOARD OF ADMISSIONS
To THE BAR. THE MBE AND ESSAY COMPONENTS ARE WEIGHTED DIFFERENTLY IN THE FINAL SCORE CALCULATION. THE EXAM IS
ADMINISTERED TWICE A YEAR, IN FEBRUARY ANDJULY, AND RESULTS ARE USUALLY RELEASED APPROXIMATELY 10 WEEKS AFTER
THE EXAM DATE.

THE RoLE oF RepDIT IN BAR EXAM PREPARATION

REDDIT HAS BECOME A VITAL PLATFORM FOR BAR EXAM CANDIDATES SEEKING GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT. THE COMMUNITY ASPECT
OF REDDIT ALLOWS USERS TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES, RESOURCES, AND TIPS TO HELP ONE ANOTHER SUCCEED.

PoPULAR SUBREDDITS FOR ILLINOIS BAR ExAM CANDIDATES

SEVERAL SUBREDDITS ARE PARTICULARLY USEFUL FOR THOSE PREPARING FOR THE |LLINOIS BAR EXAM:

1. R/BAREXAMZ THIS SUBREDDIT IS DEDICATED TO BAR EXAM PREPARATION ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. CANDIDATES CAN FIND



DISCUSSIONS ON STUDY MATERIALS, TEST STRATEGIES, AND PERSONAL EXPERIENCES.

2. R/LA\X/SCHOOLZ \WHILE PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON LAW SCHOOL EXPERIENCES, THIS SUBREDDIT OFTEN CONTAINS THREADS
RELATED TO BAR EXAM PREPARATION, INCLUDING STUDY SCHEDULES AND RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS.

3. R/ILLINOISZ THIS SUBREDDIT COVERS VARIOUS TOPICS RELATED TO |LLINOIS, INCLUDING LEGAL MATTERS. CANDIDATES MAY
FIND STATE-SPECIFIC ADVICE AND NET\WORKING OPPORTUNITIES.

CoMMOoN THEMES AND DISCUSSIONS

SOME OF THE MOST COMMON THEMES ON REDDIT REGARDING THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM INCLUDE:

- STUDY SCHEDULES: MANY USERS SHARE THEIR STUDY PLANS, RANGING FROM INTENSIVE THREE-MONTH PROGRAMS TO MORE
RELAXED SIX-MONTH PREPARATIONS. THESE SCHEDULES OFTEN INCLUDE DAILY GOALS, PRACTICE EXAMS, AND TIME FOR REVIEW.

- MATERIALS AND RESOURCES: CANDIDATES FREQUENTLY RECOMMEND VARIOUS STUDY MATERIALS, SUCH AS:
- BAR PREP COURSES (E.G., BARBRI, KAPLAN, OR THEMIS)

- FLASHCARDS

- ONLINE FORUMS AND YOUTUBE CHANNELS

- PAST EXAM QUESTIONS AND MODEL ANSWERS

- EMOTIONAL SUPPORT: THE BAR EXAM CAN BE A HIGHLY STRESSFUL EXPERIENCE. REDDIT USERS OFTEN SHARE THEIR ANXIETIES,
FEARS, AND COPING MECHANISMS, FOSTERING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AMONG CANDIDATES. MANY FIND COMFORT IN KNOWING
THEY ARE NOT ALONE IN THEIR STRUGGLES.

- ExaM DAY TIPS: INSIGHTS ON WHAT TO EXPECT ON THE EXAM DAY, INCLUDING LOGISTICS, MANAGING TIME DURING THE TEST,
AND MAINTAINING COMPOSURE UNDER PRESSURE.

STuUDY RESOURCES FROM REDDIT

THE WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE SHARED ON REDDIT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE ONE’S STUDY PREPARATION. HERE ARE SOME
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FREQUENTLY MENTIONED BY USERS:

BAR Review COURSES

MANY CANDIDATES ENDORSE SPECIFIC BAR REVIEW COURSES BASED ON THEIR PERSONAL EXPERIENCES. SOME OF THE MOST
POPULAR INCLUDE:

- BARBRI: KNOWN FOR ITS COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM AND EXTENSIVE MATERIALS.
- KAPLAN: OFFERS ADAPTIVE LEARNING TECHNOLOGY TO TAILOR STUDY PLANS TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.
- THEMIS: PROVIDES A MORE AFFORDABLE OPTION WITH HIGH-QUALITY MATERIALS AND SUPPORT.

PRACTICE QUESTIONS AND PAST ExAMS

UTILIZING PRACTICE QUESTIONS AND PAST EXAM MATERIALS IS CRUCIAL FOR SUCCESS. REDDIT USERS OFTEN COMPILE LISTS OF
RESOURCES WHERE CANDIDATES CAN ACCESS:

- PAST ILLINOIS BAR EXAM QUESTIONS
- MBE PRACTICE QUESTIONS

- PERFORMANCE TEST EXAMPLES

- ESSAY PROMPTS AND MODEL ANSWERS



STubY GROUPS AND ACCOUNTABILITY PARTNERS

MANY REDDIT USERS EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDY GROUPS OR ACCOUNTARBILITY PARTNERS. THESE ARRANGEMENTS
CAN PROVIDE MOTIVATION, ENHANCE LEARNING, AND OFFER DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES ON COMPLEX LEGAL CONCEPTS. CANDIDATES
CAN CONNECT WITH OTHERS THROUGH REDDIT TO FORM STUDY GROUPS, EITHER IN"PERSON OR VIRTUALLY.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS ON THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM

\WHILE EACH CANDIDATE'S JOURNEY MAY DIFFER, THERE ARE SEVERAL GENERAL TIPS FOR SUCCESS THAT HAVE BEEN SHARED
\WIDELY ON REDDIT:

1. START EARLY: BEGIN YOUR PREPARATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO AVOID LAST-MINUTE CRAMMING. A STRUCTURED STUDY
PLAN SPANNING SEVERAL MONTHS CAN HELP YOU COVER ALL NECESSARY MATERIALS WITHOUT FEELING OVERWHELMED.

2. PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE: REGULARLY TAKE PRACTICE EXAMS UNDER TIMED CONDITIONS. THIS WILL HELP BUILD
STAMINA AND FAMILIARIZE YOU WITH THE FORMAT OF THE QUESTIONS.

3. Focus oN WEAK AREAS: IDENTIFY SUBJECTS OR AREAS WHERE YOU FEEL LESS CONFIDENT AND DEVOTE EXTRA TIME TO
THOSE TOPICS. USE PRACTICE QUESTIONS TO PINPOINT WEAKNESSES.

4. TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF: AMID THE INTENSE STUDYING, DON’T FORGET TO PRIORITIZE SELF-CARE. ENSURE YOU GET ENOUGH
SLEEP, EXERCISE, AND MAINTAIN A BALANCED DIET. MENTAL HEALTH IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS ACADEMIC PREPARATION.

5. STAY CONNECTED: ENGAGE WITH THE REDDIT COMMUNITY AND OTHER CANDIDATES. SHARING EXPERIENCES AND ADVICE CAN
ALLEVIATE STRESS AND PROVIDE NEW INSIGHTS INTO EFFECTIVE STUDY STRATEGIES.

CoNcCLUSION

THE REDDIT ILLINOIS BAR EXAM COMMUNITY SERVES AS A VALUABLE SUPPORT SYSTEM FOR ASPIRING ATTORNEYS NAVIGATING
THE CHALLENGES OF BAR EXAM PREPARATION. BY LEVERAGING THE COLLECTIVE KNOWLEDGE, RESOURCES, AND EXPERIENCES
SHARED ON REDDIT, CANDIDATES CAN ENHANCE THEIR STUDY STRATEGIES, FIND EMOTIONAL SUPPORT, AND ULTIMATELY INCREASE
THEIR CHANCES OF SUCCESS ON THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM. PREPARING FOR THIS PIVOTAL TEST REQUIRES DEDICATION, RESILIENCE,
AND A WILLINGNESS TO LEARN FROM BOTH SUCCESSES AND SETBACKS. W/ ITH THE RIGHT APPROACH AND THE SUPPORT OF THE
ReooIT COMMUNITY, CANDIDATES CAN CONFIDENTLY FACE THE EXAM AND EMBARK ON THEIR LEGAL CAREERS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE FORMAT OF THE ILLINOIS BAR ExAM?

THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM CONSISTS OF THE MULTISTATE BAR EXAMINATION (MBE), THE ILLINOIS ESSAY EXAM, AND THE
MULTISTATE PerFORMANCE TEST (MPT).

How OFTEN IS THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM OFFERED?

THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM IS OFFERED TWICE A YEAR, TYPICALLY IN FEBRUARY AND JULY.

WHAT SUBJECTS ARE TESTED ON THE ILLINOIS BAR ExAMP

THE SUBJECTS TESTED INCLUDE CONSTITUTIONAL LAW, CONTRACTS, CRIMINAL LAY, EVIDENCE, REAL PROPERTY, TORTS,
AND [LLINOIS-SPECIFIC LAW TOPICS.



\W/HAT IS THE PASSING SCORE FOR THE ILLINOIS BAR ExAM?

THE PASSING SCORE FOR THE ILLINOIS BAR ExaM IS 266 ouT oF 400 POINTS.

How CAN | PREPARE FOR THE ILLINOIS BAR ExAM?

PREPARATION CAN INCLUDE ENROLLING IN A BAR PREP COURSE, STUDYING ILLINOIS-SPECIFIC LAV, PRACTICING PAST EXAM
QUESTIONS, AND JOINING STUDY GROUPS.

ARE THERE ANY CHANGES TO THE ILLINOIS BAR ExAM DUE TO COVID-19?

YES/ THERE WERE TEMPORARY ADJUSTMENTS, INCLUDING REMOTE TESTING OPTIONS AND CHANGES TO EXAM DATES, BUT
CANDIDATES SHOULD CHECK THE ILLINOIS BOARD OF ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR FOR THE LATEST UPDATES.

\W/HAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR ILLINOIS BAR EXAM TAKERS?

RESOURCES INCLUDE THE ILLINOIS BOARD OF ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR WEBSITE, BAR PREP COURSES LIKE BARBRI AND KAPLAN,
AND STUDY GUIDES SPECIFIC TO |LLINOIS LAW.

CAN | TAKE THE ILLINOIS BAR EXAM IF | WENT TO LAW SCHOOL OUT OF STATE?

YES, AS LONG AS YOU GRADUATED FROM AN ABA-ACCREDITED LAW SCHOOL AND MEET OTHER ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS SET
BY THE ILLINOIS BOARD OF ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR.

\W/HAT SHOULD | BRING ON THE DAY OF THE ILLINOIS BAR ExAM?

Y OU SHOULD BRING VALID IDENTIFICATION, ANY REQUIRED DOCUMENTS, AND STATIONERY FOR NOTE-TAKING, BUT ELECTRONIC
DEVICES ARE TYPICALLY NOT ALLOWED.

How LONG DOES IT TAKE TO RECEIVE RESULTS FROM THE ILLINOIS BAR ExAM?

RESULTS ARE USUALLY RELEASED ABOUT 10 WEEKS AFTER THE EXAM, BUT THIS TIMELINE CAN VARY.
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