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RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book is a critical resource for music students pursuing their Royal
Conservatory of Music (RCM) examinations. At Level 9, students delve into advanced harmony
concepts that form the backbone of music composition and analysis. The RCM Level 9 Harmony
Answer Book provides answers and insights into the exercises presented in the corresponding
harmony workbook, making it an indispensable tool for both students and teachers. This article aims to
explore the significance of the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book, its contents, and how it can be

effectively utilized for mastering harmony.



Understanding Harmony in Music

Harmony, in music, refers to the combination of different musical notes played or sung simultaneously.
It enriches melodies and provides depth to the musical experience. At RCM Level 9, students are

expected to have a solid understanding of basic harmony and to explore more intricate concepts.

The Importance of Harmony Education

1. Foundation for Composition: Understanding harmony is essential for any aspiring composer. It helps
in creating chord progressions that are pleasing to the ear.

2. Enhanced Listening Skills: A good grasp of harmony allows musicians to better analyze and
appreciate the music they hear.

3. Improved Performance: Musicians with strong harmonic knowledge can interpret music more
effectively, leading to more nuanced performances.

4. Preparation for Advanced Studies: Mastery of harmony is crucial for those who wish to pursue

further studies in music theory, composition, or performance.

Contents of the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book

The RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book serves as a guide to the exercises found in the Level 9

Harmony workbook. This resource typically includes:

1. Detailed Answers: The answer book provides solutions to the exercises, allowing students to check
their work and understand the correct harmonic practices.

2. Explanations of Concepts: Beyond just answers, the book often includes explanations of the
harmonic principles behind the exercises.

3. Examples of Progressions: It may showcase various harmonic progressions that exemplify the

concepts being taught, providing students with practical applications of theory.



4. Common Mistakes: The book highlights frequent errors made by students, offering tips on how to

avoid them.

Key Concepts Covered in Level 9 Harmony

At Level 9, students explore a wide range of harmony concepts, including:

1. Advanced Chord Functions

- Tonic, Dominant, and Subdominant Functions: Understanding how these chords create tension and
resolution.
- Secondary Dominants: Using dominant chords that lead to other chords, enhancing harmonic

interest.

2. Non-Chord Tones

- Passing Tones: Notes that connect chord tones, creating smooth transitions.
- Neighbor Tones: Notes that move away from a chord tone and return, adding embellishment.
- Suspensions and Appoggiaturas: Techniques that create tension before resolving to a stable chord

tone.

3. Modulation and Key Changes

- Common Modulation Techniques: Students learn how to move between keys effectively, using pivot
chords and direct modulation.

- Exploration of Modal Interchange: Borrowing chords from parallel modes to add color and variety to



progressions.

4. Extended Chords and Alterations

- 7th, 9th, 11th, and 13th Chords: Introducing more complex harmonies that provide richer textures.

- Altered Chords: Understanding how to alter certain notes to create tension within a progression.

Utilizing the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book

To maximize the benefits of the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book, students and teachers can

adopt several strategies:

1. Self-Assessment

- After completing exercises in the workbook, students should reference the answer book to evaluate
their work.
- It’s essential to not only check if the answers are correct but to understand the reasoning behind

them.

2. Guided Study Sessions

- Teachers can use the answer book as a tool during lessons to explain complex concepts.
- Group study sessions can be organized where students discuss their answers and compare

techniques, guided by the insights from the answer book.



3. Practice with Real Music

- Students should apply what they learn in the answer book to actual pieces of music. Analyzing
scores and identifying harmonic structures can deepen understanding.
- Composing small pieces or arrangements using the techniques learned can reinforce their application

in a practical context.

4. Focus on Common Mistakes

- The answer book highlights common errors; students should pay special attention to these areas
during their studies.

- Reflecting on past mistakes can help students avoid them in future exercises.

Conclusion

The RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book is an essential companion for any music student aiming to
master advanced harmony concepts. By providing detailed answers, explanations, and examples, it not
only aids in completing exercises but also fosters a deeper understanding of musical structure and
composition. As students engage with the contents of the answer book, they develop a robust
foundation in harmony that will serve them well in their musical journeys. Ultimately, the harmony
studied at this level not only enhances students' technical skills but also enriches their overall
musicality, preparing them for more advanced studies and a lifetime of appreciation for the art of

music.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book used for?

The RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book is a resource designed to help music students understand
and analyze harmony concepts at the Level 9 curriculum of the Royal Conservatory of Music, providing

solutions and explanations for exercises in the corresponding theory syllabus.

Where can | purchase the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book?

The RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book can be purchased from the Royal Conservatory's official

website, music retailers, or online platforms like Amazon and other educational bookstores.

Does the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book include sample

exercises?

Yes, the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book typically includes sample exercises alongside detailed

solutions, helping students to practice and reinforce their understanding of harmony principles.

Is the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book suitable for self-study?

Absolutely! The RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book is suitable for self-study, as it provides
comprehensive explanations and answers that allow students to learn and assess their understanding

independently.

How does the RCM Level 9 Harmony curriculum differ from previous

levels?

The RCM Level 9 Harmony curriculum introduces more advanced concepts, such as modulation,
chromatic harmony, and complex chord progressions, building on the foundational knowledge

established in earlier levels.
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Unlock your musical potential with the RCM Level 9 Harmony Answer Book! Discover how to master
harmony concepts effectively. Learn more now!
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