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CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCES. Divided into two periods, the First

1 Red Scare and Second Red Scare began after the First World War
and Second World War, respectively. Identify at least three (3)
commeon factors behind the widespread fear of communism
between the two periods. (X marks)
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PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS. The tactics used by the US federal’)
2 officials during the Red Scare were extensive, from posters to
advertisements and even films. Give your analysis on the given
political eartoon produced in 1919. Describe the symbolism used,
as well as the context behind the cartoon. (X marks) 4
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Red scare worksheet answers play a crucial role in understanding the historical, social, and
political implications of the Red Scare periods in the United States. These worksheets serve as
educational tools that help students and history enthusiasts explore the context, causes, and
consequences of the anti-communist sentiment that gripped the nation in the 20th century. This
article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the Red Scare, its historical significance, and
insights into how to effectively utilize worksheets for learning about this critical period.



Understanding the Red Scare

What is the Red Scare?

The Red Scare refers to two distinct periods of intense fear and paranoia about the perceived threat
of communism in the United States. The first Red Scare occurred after World War I, roughly from 1917
to 1920, while the second took place during the Cold War, primarily from the late 1940s through the
1950s. Both periods were marked by widespread fear of communist infiltration and the potential for
revolution.

Historical Context

1. First Red Scare (1917-1920):

- Triggered by the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia and the end of World War I.
- Fueled by labor unrest, anarchist bombings, and fears of a socialist uprising.
- Resulted in the Palmer Raids, where thousands were arrested and deported.

2. Second Red Scare (Late 1940s-1950s):

- Arising in the aftermath of World War Il and during the onset of the Cold War.

- Marked by the rise of McCarthyism, where Senator Joseph McCarthy led efforts to root out alleged
communists.

- Led to blacklisting and the violation of civil liberties for many individuals in various sectors, including
Hollywood and government.

Key Themes of the Red Scare

Fear and Paranoia

During both Red Scare periods, fear was a driving force that led to irrational behavior and policies.
Citizens were encouraged to report suspicious activities, often leading to false accusations and
wrongful persecution. This pervasive paranoia affected not just politics but also the social fabric of
American life.

Government Responses

The U.S. government took significant actions in response to the Red Scare, including:

- Legislation:
- The Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918 during the first Red Scare.
- The McCarran Internal Security Act of 1950 during the second Red Scare.



- Investigations:

- The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) was established to investigate alleged
disloyalty and subversive activities.

- The loyalty programs initiated by the Truman administration to vet government employees.

Using Red Scare Worksheets for Learning

Benefits of Worksheets

Red scare worksheets are beneficial educational resources that provide structured learning
experiences. Here are some advantages of using them:

- Focused Learning: Worksheets help students concentrate on specific aspects of the Red Scare, such
as key events, figures, and legislation.

- Critical Thinking: They encourage analytical thinking by prompting learners to compare and contrast
different aspects of the Red Scare.

- Engagement: Interactive elements, such as fill-in-the-blanks and matching exercises, keep students
engaged and motivated.

Types of Worksheet Questions

When creating or using Red Scare worksheets, consider incorporating various types of questions, such
as:

1. Multiple Choice Questions:

- What event triggered the first Red Scare?

- Who was the leading figure during the second Red Scare known for his aggressive anti-communist
stance?

2. Short Answer Questions:
- Describe the impact of the Palmer Raids on American society.
- Explain how McCarthyism affected the entertainment industry.

3. Essay Questions:

- Discuss the parallels and differences between the first and second Red Scare.
- Analyze the role of propaganda in shaping public perception during the Red Scare.

Finding Red Scare Worksheet Answers



Where to Look for Answers

To effectively complete Red Scare worksheets, students can refer to a variety of resources:

- Textbooks: Many history textbooks provide detailed accounts of the Red Scare, making them
excellent references for answering worksheet questions.

- Online Educational Platforms: Websites such as Khan Academy, History.com, and various
educational blogs offer comprehensive articles and videos about the Red Scare.

- Academic Journals: Research papers and articles published in historical journals can provide in-depth
analyses and insights.

Tips for Answering Worksheet Questions

1. Read Carefully: Ensure you understand the questions before attempting to answer them.

2. Use Evidence: Support your answers with facts, dates, and examples from your research.

3. Stay Objective: When discussing contentious issues like the Red Scare, maintain an objective tone
and focus on historical context.

Conclusion

In conclusion, red scare worksheet answers provide invaluable insights into a tumultuous period in
American history characterized by fear, suspicion, and political turmoil. By utilizing worksheets,
students can deepen their understanding of the historical context, key figures, and significant events
that shaped the Red Scare. Through careful examination of the themes and implications of this era,
learners can appreciate the lessons it offers about civil liberties, government power, and the
importance of vigilance in protecting democratic values.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Red Scare?

The Red Scare refers to two distinct periods in U.S. history characterized by widespread fear of
communism and radical leftist ideologies, particularly during the early 20th century and the post-
World War Il era.

What were the main causes of the Red Scare?

The main causes included the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917, the rise of labor movements, fears of
espionage, and the spread of socialist ideas during the early 20th century, as well as the Cold War
tensions after World War I1.

What impact did the Red Scare have on American society?

The Red Scare led to widespread paranoia, government investigations, blacklisting of individuals,



violation of civil liberties, and a general atmosphere of distrust towards those deemed as potentially
communist sympathizers.

What was McCarthyism?

McCarthyism refers to the practice of making accusations of subversion or treason without proper
evidence, named after Senator Joseph McCarthy, who led investigations into alleged communist
activities in the 1950s.

How did the Red Scare affect civil liberties?

The Red Scare resulted in the suppression of free speech, increased surveillance by government
agencies, and the violation of the rights of individuals accused of being communists, often without
due process.

What role did the House Un-American Activities Committee
(HUAC) play during the Red Scare?

HUAC was established to investigate alleged disloyalty and subversive activities by private citizens,
public employees, and organizations, leading to high-profile hearings and the blacklisting of many
individuals in Hollywood and other industries.

What were some consequences of the Red Scare for American
foreign policy?

The Red Scare influenced U.S. foreign policy by fostering a mindset of containment towards
communism, leading to interventions in foreign conflicts, support for anti-communist regimes, and the
escalation of the Cold War.

How did the Red Scare affect education in the U.S.?

Many educational institutions implemented loyalty oaths for teachers, banned certain books, and
promoted anti-communist propaganda, resulting in a climate of fear and censorship in academic
settings.
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