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Recon ng cheat sheet is an essential resource for penetration testers and security researchers who
are looking to streamline the reconnaissance phase of their security assessments. Recon-ng is a
powerful web reconnaissance framework that provides a robust environment for gathering
information about targets. Whether you are a seasoned professional or a newcomer to the field of
cybersecurity, having a cheat sheet at your disposal can enhance your efficiency and effectiveness in
gathering critical intelligence. This article will explore the various components of recon-ng, its
modules, and how to effectively use the cheat sheet for your reconnaissance needs.

Understanding Recon-ng

Recon-ng is a full-featured web reconnaissance framework that is written in Python. It is designed to



provide a powerful interface for conducting open-source intelligence (OSINT) gathering. The
framework includes a variety of modules that perform different reconnaissance tasks, allowing users
to customize their information-gathering efforts based on specific needs.

Key Features of Recon-ng

- Modular Architecture: Recon-ng is built around a modular architecture, which allows users to add
or remove modules as needed. This flexibility makes it suitable for a wide range of reconnaissance
tasks.

- Database Integration: Recon-ng supports database integration, allowing users to store, manage,
and analyze the data they collect during their reconnaissance efforts.

- RESTful API Support: The framework includes a RESTful API, making it easy to integrate with
other tools and automate various processes.

- User-Friendly Interface: Recon-ng provides a command-line interface that is user-friendly, making
it accessible even for those who are not particularly tech-savvy.

Installing Recon-ng

Before diving into the cheat sheet, you need to have Recon-ng installed on your machine. Here’s how
to do it:

1. Clone the Repository:
" “bash
git clone https://github.com/lanmaster53/recon-ng.git

2. Change Directory:
" “bash
cd recon-ng

3. Install Dependencies:
"““bash
pip install -r REQUIREMENTS

4. Run Recon-ng:
" “bash
.Jrecon-ng

This process should get you up and running with Recon-ng on your local machine.



Using the Recon-ng Cheat Sheet

The recon-ng cheat sheet serves as a quick reference guide to navigate the various commands and
modules available in the framework. Here are some key commands and functionalities you should
know:

Basic Commands

- Help Command: To get help on available commands, use:
" “bash
help

- Show Commands: To view resources available, use:
“““bash
show

- Load Module: To load a specific module, use:
" “bash
use

- Run Module: After loading a module, execute it with:
" “bash
run

- Exit Recon-ng: To quit, simply type:
" “bash
exit

Commonly Used Modules

Recon-ng comes with a variety of modules that can be used for different purposes. Here are some of
the most commonly used modules:

1. Domain Lookup:
- ‘recon/domains-hosts/bing domain: This module queries Bing for subdomains of a given domain.
- ‘recon/domains-hosts/google domain : This module queries Google for subdomains.

2. Social Media Profiles:
- ‘recon/social media/facebook : This module retrieves information about a Facebook user.
- ‘recon/social media/twitter : This module collects data related to Twitter accounts.



3. Whois Information:
- "recon/contacts/whois pocs’: This module retrieves points of contact from WHOIS records.

4. Email Address Harvesting:
- “recon/contacts/email " : This module extracts email addresses associated with a domain.

5. Geolocation:
- "recon/hosts/geo " : This module provides geolocation information for IP addresses.

Each of these modules can significantly enhance your reconnaissance efforts, allowing you to gather
valuable information about your target.

Configuring Recon-ng

Proper configuration is crucial for effective use of Recon-ng. Here’s how to set it up:

Setting API Keys

Many of the modules require API keys for various services. To set an API key, use:
" “bash

keys add

Common services that require API keys include:

- Google: For Google search modules.

- Shodan: For accessing Shodan APIs.
- Twitter: For social media modules.

Managing Workspaces

Workspaces allow you to manage different projects within Recon-ng. To create a new workspace,
use:

" “bash
workspaces create

To switch between workspaces:

" “bash
workspaces select



This feature is particularly useful when handling multiple targets.

Exporting Data

After gathering information, you may want to export the data for further analysis. Recon-ng allows
you to export data in various formats, including CSV, JSON, and XML. Use the following command to
export your data:

“““bash
export

This functionality enables you to share your findings with team members or integrate them into
reports.

Conclusion

In summary, a recon ng cheat sheet is an invaluable tool for any penetration tester or security
researcher looking to enhance their reconnaissance capabilities. By familiarizing yourself with the
commands, modules, and functionalities of Recon-ng, you can streamline your information-gathering
processes and improve the overall efficiency of your security assessments. Whether you are working
on a single target or managing multiple projects, the flexibility and power of Recon-ng can help you
achieve your goals in the field of cybersecurity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Recon-ng?

Recon-ng is a full-featured web reconnaissance framework written in Python that allows security
professionals to gather information about their targets efficiently.

What is a Recon-ng cheat sheet?

A Recon-ng cheat sheet is a quick reference guide that summarizes the commands, modules, and
functionalities of Recon-ng to help users perform reconnaissance tasks more effectively.

Where can I find a comprehensive Recon-ng cheat sheet?

You can find comprehensive Recon-ng cheat sheets on GitHub repositories, cybersecurity blogs, or
security-related online resources that focus on penetration testing and reconnaissance.

What are some common modules included in a Recon-ng cheat



sheet?

Common modules often included are ‘whois', 'dns’, ‘google’, 'bing', and 'shodan’, which can be used
for gathering domain information, DNS records, and much more.

How can I use the Recon-ng cheat sheet effectively?

To use the Recon-ng cheat sheet effectively, familiarize yourself with the basic commands, prioritize
the modules based on your reconnaissance goals, and follow best practices for ethical hacking.

Is Recon-ng suitable for beginners?

Yes, Recon-ng is suitable for beginners, especially when used with a cheat sheet, as it provides a
user-friendly interface and helps users learn various reconnaissance techniques.

Are there any alternatives to Recon-ng for reconnaissance?

Yes, alternatives to Recon-ng include tools like Maltego, TheHarvester, and Spiderfoot, which also
provide various capabilities for gathering information about targets.
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